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JOHN BROWN, PRINTER, 17, OLD BROAD-STREET, LONDON. 



INTRODUCTION. 



The following is a brief sketch of the Life 
and Adventures of an Officer of the Duke 
of Kingston's Light Horse, who served 
under the Duke of Cumberland, both in 
Flanders and throughout the whole of that 
Prince's campaigns in Scotland, during the 
Scottish rebellion of 1745-6. 
After the battle of Culloden, the hero 
[ of the story becomes involved in certain 
disagreeable circumstances, which occa- 
sion him to fly, and he seeks refuge in 
the West Indies, which, during the troubles 
of the mother country, have often proved 
the asylum of those persecuted for their 
<*eligious or political conduct: thus the 
lioyalists fled to Barbadoes on the ascen- 
dancy of Cromwell j and at the RestoT^Woi^v 
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THE ESCAPE, * 

position, sword in hand : this order was instEtntly 
obeyed, and the brave troopers rushed up to the 
sncloaures ; but, while they were yet within a few 
paces of them, a. volley of musketry, suddenly 

ed iu upon them by the rebels, stretched many 
of them in death, and ere Ihe survivors could 

ver from the confusion occasioned by this 
warm reception, a terrible voice shouted " Clay< 

s !" and the next moment the llighli 

; amongst them. And now commenced a strug- 
gle of tlie most deadly description : the contideace 
if pursuers and national hatred animated the King's 
troops, whilst the latter motive, joined to the bit- 
terness of disappointed hopes, and the certainty 
of death in the event of capture, heightened, if 
possible, the desperate valour of the Highlanders. 
The probable result of the contest was not long 
a matter of doubt, for it soon became evident that 
the rebels were gaining (he advantage. The sabre 

kes of the English did comparatively little 
eiecution, as they were mostly received upon the 
t&rget or Highland shield, which, being instantly 
borne up or aside, lifted the arm and weapon of 
the dragoon, and left his person entirely exposed 
to the full sweep of the Scottish broadsword, and 
if that failed in bringing him down, the skene-dbu, 
or dirk, held in the target hand, completed the 
work. The Duke, perceiving that the rebels were 
too strong for him, ordered some of his men to 
I lemnuiit, and with these he charged the former, 
and with some difficulty compelled ibem again to 
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retreat to their strong holds ; but this had not been 
effected withoat great personal risk, lor a High, 
lander snapped liis pistol at him, and flinging it 
avtay with a curse, us it had missed fire, drew hia 
clHymore, and would hare kjlled the Duke outright, 
had not the tremendous blow be aimed at him been 
parried by a young English officer who vtan on 
foot, and who immediately cut down the assailant ; 
but he bad scarcely performed this brave act ere 
lie found himself roofronled by a powerful High- 
lander, whose plumed bonnet denoted his rank (o 
be that of an officer or chiellain. Uavenant was 
but a itripliog compared with the experienced 
TCarrior who now attacked him, but he posBessed 
an undaunted heart, and was perfectly skilled in 
the use of his weapon. In vain then did the 
Gael rain upon him a storm of mighty blows ; 



so did Davenant continue to ward off the tempest ; 
but the rapidity and weight of the Higlilander's 
blows, which little wearied the stajivart arm that 
dealt them, were fast fatiguing the leas sinewy one 
which had to pnrry them, and Davenant was not 
a little relieved when he perceived his terrible 
antagonist sink before hiiu severely wounded by 
the back stroke of an Austrian hussar, a volan- 
teer in the Duke's service. This was perhaps the 
last blow that was struck, for the rebels soon after 
retreated, leaving the English masters al VW ^e\&. 
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and also captors of one of fheir best officers, Cap- 
tain George Hamilton, of Colonel Roy Stewart's 
tegiineut, who was the formidable antagonist of 
Diivenajit. 
The rebels, under the command of that bold 
and eDterprising soldier. Lord George Gordon, 
now reBumed (heir retreat, and the night, together 
with the rugged character of the country, ren- 

Idered immediate pursuit of them by the cavalry 
totally impracticable, even if they had been left 
ill a condition to attempt it. 
By this brave stand Lord George had gratified 
his own love of action, and greatly checked the 
ardour of a pursuit which was now becoming 
rather hotter than was compatible with the snfety 
of the Prince's little army, Charles Edward had 
only left Preston a few hours, when General Wade 
entered the town with several squadrons of horse, 
al^er a forced march of a hundred miles in three 
days across a difficult country, deep with snow. 
The Duke was in great hopes that Wade tvould 
have intercepted the enemy ; and he might still 
I have overtaken and forced him to action, had not 

I the Duke (misled by a false repurt of the French 

I having landed in the south) sent orders to Wade 

to atop th):^ pursuit, which was not again resumed 
till it was too late to be effectual. The Prince 
therefore marched on unmolested, and arriving, at 
Carlisle, halted a short time to refresh, and to form 
It garrison, which, if it did not preserve the city 
fpr him, would, by holding jt out for v. day or 



two, completely secure his retreat, as he coiijer-' 
lured that (lie Duke would not advance a step i'lir- 
ther in the pursuit until he should liHve reduced a 
place nbich was cousidtred as the key ol' the 
luDgdom on its north- we stern IVontier. In a few 
hours at^T leaving Carlisle the Prince arrived at 
llie Solway Frith, which he and his army forded 
in safety, although it was somewhat swollen at the 
time; and deeply as he fell the failure of his ex- 
pedition, he must have been much consoled by the 
Ihoughta of having effected so gallant a retreat, — 
one, indeed, tvhich may be compared with tmy 
the most brilliant which are recorded in the annals 
of either ancient or modern warfare, for, after 
having with unparalleled boldness penetrated to 
the very heart of a hostile and powerful kingdom, 
advancing within a hundred miles of ifa capital, iu 
defiance of three armies which were guarding its 
approaches, he retired again with these immense 
forces close upon him over a bleak and mountain- 
ous country, exposed to the inclemencies of the 
worst season of the year, the pressure of want, 
and many other hardships and obstacles, and yet 
he succeeded in placing his army once more upon 
Scottish ground, bringing off all his cannon, and 
losing scarcely a man 1 

The Duke, who was pretty close upon the heels 
of the Prince, soon arrived before Carlisle, and 
immediately summoned the city to surrender ; but 
the governorj Mr, Hamilton, replied, that they 
were determined to holil out the place to the last 
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extremity. The English General now ordereii the 
city to be regularly invested, and eoncernitig him- 
»eir no further abont the Prince, thought only of 
leducing this important northern fortress ; and as 
Boon aa bis EiTlillery came up, he cansed batteries 
to be erected in commanding situations, which 
opened their fire upon the castio and town on the 
28(h of December, and bombarded them furiously 
and incessantly till the morning of the 30tb. The 
fire from thn castle had been feeble in return, and 
on the latter day the while flag was seen flying 
from its battlements, in token of capitulation. 

The Duke in reply, said, that he would come to 
no terms with rebels, but that the garrison should 
not be put to the sword, but reserved for the 
King's pleasure- Upon this the city surrendered, 
the gales wera thrown open, the keys delivered 
up, and the Duke, at the head of his troops, 
marched in and took possession. His first step 
was to disarm the garrison, and he then plunged 
almost every individual of it into a dungeon of the 
castle, from which few emerged save to perish on 
the scafl'old ! 

Far better had it been for these brave, but mis- 
guided men, had they adhered to their resolution 
of holding out the place to the last e.'ttremity, for 
then, had it come to the worst, had the place been 
taken by storm, they might most of them have 
died the death of soldiers, with swords in their 
hands, instead of being thus fettered and reserved 
for a painful and ignominious end. But, alas ! 



(hey perhaps deluded tlieniselves with ihe phrase 
of " the King's pleasure," and inCerpreted Jt lo 
mean the King's mercy ; they probably (bought 
that, as the father of his people, it nould surely be 
his pleasure to extend mercy to his erring children 
when Ihey made submission lo bin authority; and 
perhaps they had not been deceived in these sur- 
mises had tbey only had (heir sovereign to deal 
nith. Bat the ministry at this time was of the 
most inexorable and sanguinary character; and to 
prove itself nhoUy devoted to the House of 
Hanover, and entirely untainted with Jacobite 
principles, it issued edicts of blood, and coun- 
tenanced acta of such revolting atrocity to the 
vanquished, that history recorded them with sighs, 
and humanity for ever weeps over (he relatioa. 

Having thus garrisoned Carlisle, and seen (be 
enemy quite out of England, the Duke of Cum- 
berland considered Lis campaign at an end, and 
leaving the remaining work of beating and dis- 
persing the rebels in Scotland to less illustrioas 
hands, he returned to London, and n'as received at 
St. James's as a conqueror and deliverer : every 
demonstration of honour, admiration, aud grati- 
tude which his sovereign or (he peoplecould bestow, 
was lavished upon him, and, indeed, not without 
apparent reason, for he had been the means of ex- 
pelling an invader, who had thrown the greatest 
part of England, but especially the capital, into 
the direst state of alarm and consternation ; for, 
when the intelligence arrived at Londo'ci \^eX &c 
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rebel aimy liad gained a day's march upon the 
K'ui^'a forces, and that fliey were actually within a 
hundred miles of the metropolis, no langiiaj^ can 
describe the panic which ensued. The well-known 
rapidity of the Highlandera' movements made the 
nnhappy citizens expect their arrival in as many 
hours as it would take days, and the exaggerated 
accounts which had been cirmilated of their fero- 
city and cupidity filled their minda with horrid 
apprehensions of pillage and massacre. Nor had 
fear been confined to the minds of the people ; 
royalty itself had largely pari icipateiJ in the general 
alarm ; for the King himself, on learning of the 
stolen march, looked upon his affairs as almost 
desperate, embarked all bis property on board 
yachts in the river, ready to set sail at a moment's 
warning, and then retiring to his camp at Ijlack- 
heath, there erected his standard, resolved to make 
one last great eflbrt for his kingdom. 

There were those certainly who could scarcely 
contain their joy at the prospect of the Pretender's 
arrival, but these were but a fraction of the 
amownt of the population of London, the bulk of 
which was composed of sober citizens, who 
eschewed treason and revolution, loved peace and 
good order, who cordially hated the Pope, and as 
devoutly adored and upheld the Protestant ascen- 
dancy, which ihey thought could not possibly be 
inaiDlaiued with the grandson of James the Second 
on the throne. 

If it is impossible to describe the fears, it is 
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equally so to paint the joy which filled the hearts 
of his Majesty and his good lieges when the unex- 
pected intelligence arrived that the Pretender had 
turned back at Derby^ and was actually in full 
retreat, retracing in despair the proud footsteps of 
his advance. 



CHAFFER II. 



A 
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It is not our inteDtion to usurp the place of his- 
tory, and we would now merely remind the reader, 
fliat the Pretender, after recrossing the border, 
marched to Glasgow with the greater part of hia 
forces. This city, the capiUl of the west of Scot- 
land, was the very stronghold of whiggism, and con- 
sequently of disaffection to the Stewarts; and, by 
way of reprisal, Charles levied heavy contributioni 
upon it, obliging tlie Glaswegians both to re-e<|uip 
his army and lo furnish him with a large sum of 
money in cash. After this he withdrew his forces 
and marched Co Stirling, and commenced the siege 
of the castit, the strongest and most important 
fortress in Scotland ; but he had not been long 
occupied in this new species of warfare (which was 
of too r.old-blooded a description to suit the ardent 
and impetuous tempers of his followers) ere he 
received intelligence that the English General, Sir 
John Uawley, was advancing with an army from 
Edinburgh, to relieve Stirling. Upon this Charles 
desisted from further operations against the castle 
for the present, and marched southward, to meet 
Hawley, and the battle of Falk,irk took place soon 
after, in which the Prince again defeated the royal 
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forces, to the unspeakable surprise and mnrtificRtion 
of Hawley, a sanguine and presumploous man, 
who had been foremoBt to censure and ridicule Sir 
John Cope for his defeat at Preston-pans, and had 
held Charles and his followerB in such utter con- 
tempt, that be frequently boasted that with two 
TGgimenta of dragoons he woaid drire the miserable 
Highland militia trom one end of the kingdom to 
the other ! 

General Hawley retired npon Edinburgh, and 
his army took up its quarters in and about that 
loyal city, but its presence, afl:er defeat, was not 
sufficient to allay the fears which the inhabitants 
entertained of another visit from the rebels. The 
news of ihe loss of this battle excited also consi- 
derable alarm in the cabinet at London, for now 
the storm nhich appeared to have completely 
passed over the house of Hanover seemed again 
to be gathering, to burst upon it with augmented 

In this desperate state of things the Duke of 
Cumberland was onee more requested to take the 
command of the troops destined to disperse the 
rebels, since it had become evident that it required 
a general of no ordinary ability to cope with the 
Prince, whose great military talents enabled him 
(o oppose, with success, a handful of undisciplined 
mountaineers to the numerous and well appointed 
forces of the government. The Duke, who was 
exceedingly anxious to put down the daring 
claimant lo his father's crown and dominions, lost 
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no time in getting together all the troops which 
could be Hpared for the service, and then hasteoed 
northward, to pat himBelfat their head. 

One of the regiments ordered up to Edinburgh 
at this time tvaa the Duke of Kingston's light 
horse, which fine corps, as the reader may recol- 
lect, had been engaged with the rear-giiard of the 
Pretender at Clifton, and it may be also remem- 
bered, that a young officer of tlie name of Dave> 
nant was mentioned as having saved the Duke's 
life in that akirraiah. He was a lieutenant in 
Kingston's dragoons, and to the advantages of a 
handsome person of the English character and 
rather above the ordinary standard, were added 
those of manners frank, and sincere, indicating a 
noble and generous mind. Leonard Davenaut 
was an orphan, the offspring of great love and 
greater sorrow, for the day of his birtli was that of 
the death of her who bore him — within one twelve- 
month great festivity and great mourning, a mar- 
riage and a funeral took place. Major Davenant, 
the father of our hero, had long paid his addresses 
to the daughter and only child of an eminent 
London physician, and at length obtained her 
hand, and the inhabitants of a certain village in 
the neighbourhood of the metropolis never before 
beheld a more splendid ivedding solemnized at their 
parish church; but the year had not completed its 
circle before they saw, proceeding from the same 
mansion whence had issued the gay pageant we 
have alluded to, a procession of a totally different 
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^wraoter ; there vraa the same (rain of carriages, 
contsining nearly tbe same persons as on the 
former occasion—bnt oh, how changed! — they 
were now clad in the garments of mourning in- 
stead of those of gladness, and the countenances 
before arrayed in the smiles of joy, were now 
clouded with grief. But there was one carriage 
whose appearance particularly atlracted the notice 
of the spectators — it was thai whicii un the former 
occasion had borne the bride and bridegroom ! — 
It was not DOW splendid with colours and glitter- 
ing with emblazonry, with its horses and atten- 
dants decked out with wedding favours, but 
gloomy, as the plumed hearse before it, it moved 
slowly along, containing the venerable and broken- 
hearted parents of the deceased, together with the 
food and bereft husband, whose grief was too 
great for utterance, and his loss so sudden and 
immense that he seemed as if he could hardly 
yet realize it to himself. Fortunately, he who 
perhaps had most reason to bewail this loss was 
at tills time wholly unconscious of it, and years 
elapsed ere he became acquainted with the nature 
of it. 

Leonard was brought up under the roof of 
Lis maternal grandfather, and he seldom saw his 
tiither, as the major was usually abroad, seek- 
ing in the active scenes of a soldier's life some 
relief from the melanclioly which always preyed 
upon him. But though be saw comparatively little 
of his father, yet did Leonard conceive the greatest 
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affection for this hie surviving parent, whose con- 
duct was evtr kind and indulgent, and his first 
acqaaintance vrith acute grief was when he received 
intelhgence thai hia father had been aeverely 
wounded at the taking of a fortress in Flanders, 
Leonard was at sr hool at the time, and on receiving 
the letter which informed him of the circumstance, 
he retired from the company of his achoolfellowa to 
a secluded part of the grounds, to weep in silence ; 
but his comrades (nith a kindness and a sympathy 
which in after years, and when lie had experienced 
the coldness and want of feeling so common in 
the world, he often loved to recollect,) crowded 
aronnd him, made themselves acquainted with the 
causeof his violent anguish and tears, and did every 
thing in their power to soothe and to divert him. 

Soon after this Major Davenant returned home, 
and Leonard had the happiness of seeing his 
beloved parent lling away his crutches in a short 
time after, and declare himself perfectly recovered 
from the effects of hia wound. The major had 
been shot in the thigh by a musket ball, which 
after striking and shattering the scabbard of hia 
sword, entered the limb, and passed quite through 
the fieshy part, lacerating it terribly ; and Leonard 
beheld, with mingled feelings of concern and 
interest, the broken scabbard and the rent and 
blood-stained garments which remained as lelica 
and remembrancers of the affair. 

But it was not more than two years after this 
vhen our hero had to sustain a far greater trial 



and weight of sorrow in the death of his beloved 
father, who fell in battle, and thus closed a long 
and arduous career in the serviuc of his country, 
and fouud at length that peaceful grave which he 
had long rather sought than sliunned. 

Leonard, though still very young, was old 
enough to feel and know the extent of his loss, 
and he was inconsolable for a length of time. The 
death of his father was soon nfter followed by that 
of his grandfather and grandmother, and now, 
having no relatives left hut very remote onea, our 
hero was alone in the world, " with none to bless 
him, none whom be could bless;'' and he natn- 
rally felt that aching void in his heart wliich those 
who have any deip-ee of sensibility must feel when 
they look around them and see none upon whom 
they can fix their afiection^, none who feel inle- 
rested about them, none who are linked to them 
by those endearing ties of relationship witlioat 
which our exititence is often a paiuful burden. 
However, our hero was of loo happy a temper, too 
apt to look on the bright side of things, to suiftr 
his young days to be wholly clouded with sorrow. 
There were certain subjects which had largely 
occupied the thoughts and reHectioos of Davenant 
ever since he had become acquainted with them, 
aud these Wfre circumstances in his family History 
which occurred many years previous to his birth, 
but wliich had cut off his grandfather and father 
from the possession of a title and one of the finest 
estates in the west of England ; our hero was in 



like maQDer diKiuhented, and compelled either to 
adopt some learned profeasion fur his siibsiatence, 
or to carve out hia fortune with the sword, which 
Utier ulteniative lie hud from an early period 
determiDed upon. But to retnrn : we "ill now 
explaiD how the miafortune before-mentioned befel 
this particular branch of our hero's family, and, as 
it were, lopt it off from the parent tree. Tt 
waa owing to a difference between Sir Hilde- 
brand Davenant, tiie paternal granduncle, and 
his brother Marchmont, the grandfather of our 
liero, which aroae from cauaes principally of a 
political nature, and the ill-will which exiated be- 
tween the brothers was further heightened by tlie 
haughty conduct of Lady Hildebrand, who was an 
exceedingly proud woman, and would not conde- 
scend to aaauciate with the wife of her hueband's 
brother, although a lady every way her equal 
except in the adventitious circumstances of rank 
and riches. Nay, to 6uch an extreme did this 
foolish woman carry her pride and fastidiousness, 
that, with an inhumanity which can scarcely be 
paralleled, she ordered one of her aervanla, who 
was in a dying state, lu be exposed to great suf- 
ferings and anguish by removal, because, forsooth. 
Lady Hildebrand could not bear the idea of any 
one dying in her house ; but mark the hand of 
God ; within Ihe short space of one month from 
this lime she herself lay a corpse in it, having 
died suddenly 1 

Sir Hildebrand did not long survive his lady, and 
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dying witbout issue, the estate of Demdale ought 
to have come into the poBseasion of his brother 
Marcliraont, but the baronet had carried his ani- 
mOHity agoiaat his relative even to the grave, and 
made his brother feel the effects of presuming 
to have an opinion of his own, by cutting him off 
with a shilling, declaring that no one professing such 
high tory principles should possess his property. 
And yet the ancestors of the Davenants had been 
Rtanucb royalisls, and the great castellated house 
of Demdale harl held out against Oliver Cromwell, 
being gallantly defended by the father of Sir Mil- 
debrand, and the holes and breaches made by the 
cannon of Cromwell, and which were still visible, 
ahould have reminded the baronet of the principles 
of his family, their noble adlierence to, and main- 
tenance of them, and these should have operated 
as reasons to extenuate, in a great degree, the 
supposed crime of his brother. But determined, 
a» we have said, that neither Marchmont nor his 
posterity should possess the property. Sir Hllde- 
brand willed it to three of bis friends in the fol- 
lowing manner: — the Ursl-named was to possess 
I it during his lifetime, and at his decease it was to 
go to his son, but in default of male issue it was 
to fall to the second on the same conditions, and 
so to the third, but in the event of the latter dying 
without issue, then the property was to revert to 
the heirs of Marchmont ; but against this contin- 
gency the baronet considered that he had effeclnally 
provided by the above disposition in his mil, -^e\. 
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sin^lar enough, unci in defiance of the ^agacioiiB 
1 of the incensed baronet and all human 
probability, two of Sir Hildebmnd's friends to 
whom the property had been bequeathed, enjoyed 
it in succession, and both died nithout issue, conse- 
quently it came to the third named, who at the 
time wa» mther advanced in years, and appnrently 
R cnnfirmed bachelor, so that our hero, dow the 
last of the Davenants, entertained great hopes of 
one day returning to tlie venerable home of his an- 
cestors. But Mr. Hey wood, the present pos- 
Bcsaor of Derudale, was anYioits to keep the estate 
in his o>vn family, and he therefore petid his 
addresses to a young lady of beauty and accom- 
plishments, who listened to them with reluctance, 
but her parents, nithout scruple or remorse, 
encouraged his addresses, and sacriliced their 
daoghter at the shrine of mammon, deeming it of 
little consequence that she carried an aching heart 
in her bosom provided she rode in a carriage and 
was mistress of a splendid establishment. The 
marriage accordingly took place after a few weeks' 
acquaintance, and within two years there were 
great rejoicings at Derndale, upon the occasion of 
the lady of Ralph Heywood, Esquire, giving birth 
to a son and heir ! 

Wiien this news reached our hero's ears 
he felt equally surprised and disappointed ; all 
the fond dreams in which he had indulged va- 
nished, and giving up all further thoughts of 
returning lo perndale, he assiduously applied 



bimielf to the practice of marlial e 
to the science of not, and before he had completed 
iiis twentieth year he procured a commission in 
one of the regiments of the line, which corpR 
being soon aAer sent to Flandera, our hero had 
many opportunities of signalising himaelf, par- 
ticubriy at the battle of Fontenoy ; for his conduct 
and conrage upon which occasion he was promoted 
to a lieutenancy, and returned home soon aOer to 
recover of a wound he had received in this 
engagement. By the time he was lit for service 
again the Scottish rebelhon had broken oiit ; he 
then exchanged into the cavalry and entered the 
Duke of Kingston's light honie, which was en- 
gaged, as we have seen, in a very active manner 
during the pursuit of the invaders. And now, in 
common with the other officers of the regiment, he 
received the orders for aji advance into Scotland 
with much satiHfaclion, as the campaign in the 
north promised to be a very active one ; the year 
also being somewhat advanced, the weather was 
more favourable for the muvementB and opera 
tions of armies. 

The regiment forded the Solway in safety, and 
passing through that celebrated place, Gretna 
Green, soon after arrived at Dumfries, where it 
halted for a day or two, and our hero eagerly 
embraced the opportunity thus afforded him of 
paying a visit to an old friend of his lather's, and 
who he himself remembered in his childhood ; this 
was Sir Alexander Cainiegie, Laird ot Dtotq- 
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eleiigb, whose family was one of the mo.st honour- 
able aitd ancient iii the south of Scotland. After a 
Bhorl and pleasant ride through a well-tultivated 
country, our hero perceived at no great diatance the 
venerable and embattled front of the great house of 
Druracleugh ; it was a vast and stately building, 
very irregular in its plan, and, like most of. our 
cathedrals, the work of some ages, as might be seeu 
from the various styles of architecture which it ex- 
hibited, each proprietor having added something 
to it, and the general effect of the whole was 
very imposing. This noble residence was situ- 
ated on an eminence, which gradually sloped down 
to the river Nitli, whose waters meandered through 
its beautiful and extensive park. In rear of the 
house were large gardens and pleasure-grounds, 
hills protected it from the northern 
, and a noble grove of tall pines, containing 
jury, afforded it further shelter in that quar- 
ter ; the park was adorned with several mag- 
nificent clumps of trees, amongst which the plane 
IS, and one in parlicular, called 
"the King's tree," was of gigantic dimensions; 
this noble tree was said to have been planted 
by the hands of one of the barons of Drumcleugb, 
in honour and as a memorial of the yiak of 
King James the Fifth, who slept a night here 
at the time when he was meditating an inva< 
of England, but the disgraceful surrender of 
his army by his discontented nobles to a small 
bo4y of five hundred English, defeated Ilia purposej 
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and caused him to die of a broken heart — tliis 
affair is called the Raid of Solway Moss. In the 
park also were n<imeroiiB deer, some reclining 
uuder the shade of the trees, emblems of the most 
perfect repose, contentment, and innocence; others 
were browsing on the green sward, some bound- 
ing over it in delight, and two or three might be 
seen on the banks of the Nilh, stooping their beaii- 
tiiiil andered heads to drink of its pure waters ; 
within sight also of (he house were the picliireaqiie 
ruins of au abbey, and to finish the picture, 
MoQot Crefel, a lofty mountain, appeared in the 
distance, rearing to heaven his storm-beaten brow. 

Davenant now arrived at the house, and hav- 
ing alighted from his horse, the door was pre- 
sently opened by one Andrew Patterson, an old 
and faithful domestic of the family, and body 
seri^Dt to the Laird, who, seeing a man in full 
uniform, started a. little, and to the inquiry made 
by our hero whether the Laird was at home, 
replied, with a cautious and scrutinizing glance, 
" And giu he be, what may be ye're beesiness 
ni' him?" "Oh nothing of any consequence," 
replied Leonard ; " I am only come (o pay him 
a abort visit, and I dare say he would not be 
denied to the son of an old friend — my name is 
Davenant.'' 

'■ What, Lennie, Major Davenant's bairn, wha 
I recollect a nee bit callant, and hae dandled on 
my knee mony a time ?'' 
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The same," replied our hero, " and I recol- 
lect you perfectly well, Andrew." 

Walk in, walk Jn," replied the faithful Scot, 
n plague to my auld een that I did not mind 
that I had seen ye before ; but wha should ken ye 
either, sin when I left ye, ye were only a wee laddie, 
and here ye stand a strapping dragoon, nearly 
sax feet high ; my fegs but the Laird will be fain 
to Bee you j he's ool the noo — but stay, I see 
him coming thro' the park ; he'll be here in a 



Our hern turned liia head, and lo k g n th 
same direction as Andrew, beheld at n gr at 
distance a gentleman advancing on ho b k and 
upon whose nearer approach he re gn d th 
fine military figure and handsnme featu f the 

Laird ; the former indeed na3 become somewhat 
rigid with age, and the latter showed, that like Mar- 
mion, " he had in many a battle been," Cairnegie 
was dressed like an English gentleman of the 
period ; he wore a three-cornered hal, had a 
sword by his side, and on hb arriving at the hall 
door Andrew took his horse, at the same time 
informing him of the name of the military visi- 
tant, whose appearance had at first as much sur- 
prised and staggered the Laird as his man. 

" Most happy am I lo see the son of so old and 
dear a friend at Dnitncleugh,''eKc!aimed the Laird, 
who at the same time advanced to our hero and ^ 
embraced him with warmth, " but to what fort) 



natc circumstance," continued Carnegie, " am 1 
to refer this visit?" 

Our hero theu brJeHy stated, that the regiment 
he belonged to, had halted for a day or (wo at 
Dumfries, on its nay to Edinburgh. 

" Then you must atay and dine witb me,'' said 
the Laird, " and come, let me introduce you to 
my family." 

So saying, he took. Davenant by the arm 
and led hint through the hall, the walla of which 
our liero observed to be adorned with the relics of 
war and the spoils of the chase: amid immense 
Bfltlers and tii^k-S of the wild boar, were battered 
belmets, awords, spears, and spurs, with several 
ancient banners banging from the wall, and theae 
faded and iti tatters ; there were also two or three 
complete suits of armour beautifully inlaid with 
gold and silver, which bad belonged to some 
of the proud anil warlike barons of Drumcleugh, 
who had distinguished themselves in the various 
feuda, forays, and national wars of tlieir timea. 
One of these suits was of gigantic proportions, 
and had been worn by Walter, fifth Baron of 
Drumcleiigh, who was the flower of border chi- 
valry and remarkable for hit) stature and strength : 
beside his armour hung his ponderous battle axe, 
which uone save himself could wield ; the edge of 
this tremendoiia weapon was somewhat turned, 
and this was referred to the time when, at the 
battle which ensued at the hunting of Chevy 
Chase, Waller struck down Sir Hugt de Ijat-j , 
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an English knight, cleaving liim to the teeth 
through ateel and bone ! Another most famona 
rehc (which the laird had become possessed of 
by marriage with a Kirkpatrick) was the identical 
dagger with which that doughty old warrior, pa- 
triot, and associate of Wallace and Bruce, Sir 
Koger Kirkpatrick, of Closeburne, dispatched that 
arch-tiaitor the Red Comyn, in the church of the 
Friars' Minorite in Uiimfriea. Under the weapon 
were the following words painted in large charac- 
ters on the wall, " I mak sicker!" which is the 
old Scotch for " I make sure;" the sentence uttered 
by Kirkpatrick when he rnshed into tbe church to 
complete what Brnce had begun, for Sir Koger 
was not satisfied with the information of the king, 
who said, " I doubt I have skin the Red Comyn ;" 
but instantly replied, " Do you trust that to donbt? 
"I mak sicker!" A dagger held by an anned 
hand, and having gouts of blood dropping from its 
point, with the pithy words of Sir Roger aa a 
motto, forms the crest of his descendants. 

Leonard could have spent days in inspecting 
the various ancient relics here displayed, each of 
which WHS illustrative of some family tradition, or 
portion of national history ; but he had not now 
time to take more than a brief glance at them, 
and he then ascended with the laird the great stair- 
case, which was of marble, broad enough for a 
coach, and so easy of ascent, that Sir Alexander's 
fether, after he became too old and infirm to walk, 
used to ride up them to his apartment. Our 




frienda now arrived at (he landing, and tlie laird 
opening a door led the way into a very noble loom 
called the library, where besides a large and splen- 
did collection of books, were several paintings, 
by (he first masterB, suspended from the dark 
oaken wainscot : these were chiefly family por- 
traits. As our friends entered tliis apartment, two 
ladies, the maiden sister and niece of Caimegie, 
who were sealed at a table, arose, and file laird 
said to them, " I have great pleasure in intro- 
ducing to you, my dears, one, of whom you have 
often beard me sptak, Leonard Davenant, the son 
of my dear and lamented friend, and fellow sol- 
dier. Major Davenant." Upon this the ladies re- 
ceived our hero with great cordiality ; but the 
presence of so intimate a friend of his Father, 
recalled the recollection of the past so strongly to 
his mind that Davenant was greatly moved, and 
the compressed lips and starting tear did not 
escape the observation of the kind-hearted Caime- 
gie, who, andcrstanding the cause, took our hero 
affectionately by the hand, and said, with emo- 
tion, " Grieve not, my dear boy ; your lamented 
and excellent parent expired in the anns of vic- 
tory — he died the glorious death of a soldier !" 

Davenant was overpowered at this, for his sense 
of his irreparable loss waH not to be allayed by the 
voice of praise, the breath of fame, or the rays of 
glory, which illumine the name, and hover over 
the grave of the soldier who has fallen in fighting 
his country's battles ! 



p. .„.-,. 1 

^^^H Tlie elder of tLe two ladies gazed upon our 

^^H hero with look^ full of all ihat sympathy and feel- 
^^^H ing vhicb are the attcibniea of noman. But as to 
^^^1 Alice CaiTuegie, who waa of a moat affectionate 
^^^H dispositioii, she nas wholly overcome, and her feel- 
^^^H ingB being excited to the liighest pitch by the 
^^^H thoughts of what she herself would sufFer under a 
^^^H similar bereavement, alie fell back in her chair, 
^^^H and covered her face with her handkerchief. 
^^^H The laird's sister now arose, and taking her niece 

^^^H by the arm, withdrew from the apartment. Cair- 
^^^B negie then turned the conversation, made many ia- 
^^^^ quiriea relative to our hero's hislory since he had 

last seen him, and the painful excitement had 
completely subsided when the two ladies returned. 
The tears, indeed, were dried up, but there 
was a melancholy expression that somewhat 
clouded the features of Alice ; yet she strove 
I to appear cheerful, though her very efforts 

seemed to threaten a relapse. Alice CaJmegie 
had a most graceful figure, and her features, 
although regular, were not what would be termed 
strictly beautiful j but their expression, the 
beamings of a spirit, as gentle and good as ever 
animated the breast of woman, threw into them 
that radiance which is more charming than 
the most perfect lineaments, and fully esta- 
blishes the fact that expression is beauty. Our 
friends were scarcely reseated, ere Major Brad- 
ford was announced ; this gentleman was also 
an officer in Kingston's dragoons, and remark- 



THE ESCAPE. 27 

able for Lis bland and insinuating manners : 
□n entering the apartment, he was someirhBt 
startled al seeing our heru, but his uneasiness, 
which passed for mere surprise, was unobserved. 
Ilie major waa received by the laird and bis 
sisteT with much apparent cordiality, but on the 
part of Alice with constrained politeness, which 
greatly checked the forwardness of his manner to- 
wards her. A nod and smile of recognition also 
passed between Bradford and Davenant, and 
after a little conversation on general topics, the 
laird and the major withdrew together; and the 
looks of Alice, as she followed their retreating 
forms with her eyes, seemed to say that she was 
distressed and grieved at the intimacy. This dis- 
play of emotion on the part of the young lady 
excited our hero's curiosity in the highest degree. 
The two gentlemen had not long left the room ere 
Miss Rachel, who superintended the aifajrs of her 
brother's household, waa called away to attend to 
some of her domestic concerns, and the young 
people being letl together, conversed for a while 
npon inditferent subjects ; but our hero observ* 
ing that it seemed quite an effort on tlie ])art ol' 
Miss Ciumegie to keep up the conversation, he 
dropped it insensibly, and rose to survey the 
pictures which graced the apartment, leaving Alice 
apparently absorbed in tboiight. At length the 
attention of our hero became rivetted to a beautiful 
drawing in water colours, which represented the 
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landing of a princely personage, and his reception 
by Home gentlemen on the sea-ahore, DavenanV 
at tirat supposed it was intended for the landing of 
Charles Edward Stewart the Pretender; but that 
could not be either, as the coloura appeared to be 
a little faded, and therefore it must have been 
done some years previous. Was it the landing of 
Charles the Second ? No ; for then the cliffs of 
Dover would have made a prominent feature in the 
picture. Our hero was still standing gazing at the 
dran-ing, (vhen Miss Cairnegie arose, and ap- 
proaching him, aaid, " I will raake you acquainted 
with the circumstances represented by that picture, 
but by ao doing I shall disclose a secret — a painful 
secret — and will you, can you keep it?" inquired 
Alice in a low and anxious tone, accompanied by 
a look so penetrating, that it seemed intended to 
read the very aoul of our hero. 

" The ocean shall sooner reveal the treasiue 
which has sunk into its darkest depths,'' replied 
Davenanl, " than I disclose to living being, witb. 
out your permission, whatever you may think pro- 
per to confide to me : trust me as the son of your 
father's sworn friend ; nay, more, unburden your 
mind to me with as much freedom as if I were 
your twin-brother !" 

" I will," replied Alice readily, for she could 
discover nothing in the open and ingenuous coun* 
tenance of Davenant which belied his norda. 
" Look then on the other side of the picture, 
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Capt&tn Daventuit," she sidiJed. He did so, 
and read with Hurprise " the landing of his mast 
gracious Majestj', King James the Third r>r Eng- 
land, Scolland, and Ireland, in the year of our 
Lord 1715 ;" aiid under this was the following line 
of a popular song, " The kuig is come to his ain 

Having finished perusing the description, our 
hero allowed the picture to return to its poHition, 
and turning to Miss Cairnegie, who was marking 
with looks of intense anxiety the eJFecla of thia 
edaircissement, he said with a smile, " I thought 
that my good friend your father, like most of the 
lairds in (he west, was a staunch supporter of the 
Hanoverian cause ; but this picture silently, but 
completely convinces me of my error, and declares 
tlie pnnciples of the family to be ," 

" What your delicacy allows you not to name," 
rejoined Alice ; " but we are committed now, and 
call us, deem ua rebels, Jacobites, traitors, or 
what you will, but still do not let ua whoLy sink 
in your opinion by this exposure, but promise me 
that you will do your utmost to unmask a villain, 
and save my father !'' 

" What villain?" inquired our hero. 

" Bradford,'' answered the lady with great 
empbasia, " yea, this smooth speaking, iasiniiat- 
iug wretch, this Belial has wormed himself into 
my father's favour, seduced his high souled and 
romantic nature, and engaged him to take part in 
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a desperate enterprise, which may be considered 
as already entirely defeated ! Ob, methinks, 1 see 
a sword suspended by a thread over the beadofmy 
father, aud threatening his precioui) existence 
every momeat !"' 

Daveaant listened with the deepest attention to 
every word uttered by Alice, and thoa^t her 
beauty greatly heightened by her emotion, " You 
astonish me more and more. Miss Caimegie,'' said 
he, " by this implicaljon of Major Bradford, 
whom I have hitherto deemed to be a loyal sub- 
ject and a good officer. To be sure, I know little 
of him ; he has but recently come into the regi- 
ment, and 1 believe that every one else in it, is nearly 
as mucli in the dark respecting him as myself," 

" Then believe me," aaid Alice, " that he is a 
Catholic, a creature of the Pretender's, and a spy; 
and the day may not be far distant when his cha- 
racter will be eiposed, and niy words verified ; 
but would that my father could be induoed to 
break off his connexion with this dangerous being 
ere it be too late : but I fear that he is now so 
linked wilh the cause so completely entangled, 
that escape is impossible and detection would 
probably have taken place before now but for the 
high character which he has attained by his long 
services in the army and nhich has hitherto 
screened him from suspicion He was at Preatno 
Pans, and got wounded there. The Pretender was 
in this very house fur a short time after his retreat. 
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and my father is now preparing to rejoin Lia 
standard. Many lairds and gentlemen have been 
seduced from their allegiance, and become insensi- 
ble to the force of the religious motives which be- 
fore influenced them through the means and agency 
of Bradford. Moreover, this despicable being, 
presuming upon his influence with my father, has 
addressed me in a language nhicb 1 will not listen 
to ; but I dare not tjhew the utter contempt and 
abhorrence in nhii^h I hold htm, because he declares 
thai he is in possession of a secret which places 
the destiny of my family at his disposal, and this 
be says, because he deems me ignorant of his cha- 
racter and cnndnct ; but my poor father has not a 
secret that he does not disclose to me, although it 
was with some diffi(^ulty that I got him to acknow- 
ledge his participation in this scheme, which, as it 
placed his life in danger, would he knew deeply 
affect my happiness." 

" And does not your aunt know any thing about 
all this?" inquired our hero. 

" Not she, good soul," replied Alice, " she 
rontiiiues in happy ignorance, thinking of nothing 
but the management of the household, the manu- 
facture of marmalades and other good tilings ; 
occasionally she wonders at her brother's long and 
frequent absences from home ; she also remarks 
the limp occasioned by his wound, and scolds him 
for not taking care, and shielding himself mure 
cautiously against his liability to rheumatism. 
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bidding him recollect at the sAtae time that he turn 
not now the brcDt brow, the raven locks, and 
BlalwBit Irame, which she remembers. 

Tlie re-entry of the gentleman put an end 
to the conversation of Alice and Davenant ; 
however, the latter had heard enough to put 
him on hia guard against too close an intimacy 
with the major, and the insight which he had 
now got into his character made him resolve upuii 
Dbserving his modons narrowly, in order to detect 
him, if possible, and prevent (he vast mischief 
which he might be capable of efTecting. 

After dinner, and when (he bottle had circulated 
pretty freely, Caimegie betrayed himself more than 
unce, whilst the major, practised in deception, and 
perfect master of his feelings, never once discovered 
the slightest symptoms of being of the stamp and 
character he really was. 

At rather a late hour the major and Davenant 
took their leave of the Cairnegies, monnted theil 
horses, and rode back to Dumfries, and early the 
following morning the re^ment to which they 
faelong«d commenced its march upon Edinburgh ; 
and Dumfries was not maiiy miles in the rear ere 
our hero observed that the country began to 
assume a. very wild and uncidtivated character. 
The road led through the counties of Peebles and 
Lanark, traversing districts exceedingly moun* 
tainous, and accounted to be the highest groupd 
in the south of Scotland. 



But notwilh standing the dreary and desolate 
character ol* the sceDprj »hich he now beheld, 
Davenant surveyed the heath-covered hilU, the 
^lenH, moors, and moases, with teeVmga oi tlie 
deepest interest, for they awakened a host of his- 
torical and romantic recollections these were the 
scenes of ancient feudiiand border forays, and more 
recently, both the praying and fighting-ground of 
those sincere but unfortunate zealots, the Cove- 
nanters. 

Here and there, too, they were studded with 
warrior piles of great antiquity — some in repair, 
others in ruins, and all standing amidst such wild 
and stem scenery, appeared more in keeping than 
if situated in the bosom of a rich and cultivated 
country. 

Druralanrig Castle looked proudly down from 
its pine-clad eminence, appearing still firm, for- 
midable, and magnificent, still the lordly home of 
a noble family, whilst many a contemporary house 
had long since fallen into decay. And next the 
Castle of Randolph, wherein were laid the scenes 
of the splendid tragedy of Douglas, attracted tlie 
eyes of tlie cavaliers; but ull that remained of its 
embattled towers were a few grey and ivy-clad 

There, where stately knighls and higli-born 
dames had met and feasted^ there, where many a 
scene of deep romance had been enacled — there, 
wliere all had ooce beamed with the light and life 
of human intelligence and activity, with the eneti 
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giea of toan aod the soft induence of woman, ali 
wan now dark, drear, and silent. The baronial 
banner no longer floated in mid air from tlie sum- 
mit of the lolly keep — the keep was prostrate in 
the court. The sound of reveliyand the blase of 
illumination no longer issued from the high-roofed 
hall ; that too was levelled, save a portion of its 
wall — all, all was gone ; desolation and ruin pre* 
aided over tbe scebe, and the rank grass, the dark 
melancholy ivy, the moss and tbe henlh flower, 
covered the fragments of its former magnificence ; 
whilst the oivl, the daw, and tbe wild fox, were its 
only inhabitants ! 

Enlivening the scenery of this wild and desolate 
district, tbe cavaliers bebeld the Clyde rushing 
along with the characteristic impetuosity of the 
rivers of Scotland : this noble stream, as well as 
the Tweed and the Annan, rises amongst the MoSat 
hills in the northern part of Dumfries-shire, and at 
no great distance from its source, and in view from 
the road, it is seen forming a junction with another 
river, but theirs does not appear to be the alliance 
of friends, for they battle ere they unite, and then 
the Clyde, like a rude conqueror, compelling the 
vanquished to swell his train, presses onward with 
augmented forces and increased celerity, and vain 
are the obstacles which oppose its progress ; it does 
not, like tbe paltry burn, chafe and fret at them, 
but roaring and swelling witb indignation, scom- 
fallybursts over each contemptible barrier, and then 
hurries away in its pride, to encounter and ai 



fresh difficulties ; now leaping headlong down Ibe 
precipice, regardless of tlie teceplion it may mfet 
with below (a fit emblem of youth,) and again 
hariiig attained a wider and smoother channel, 
spread! out its crystal waters and glitters in the 
sDn; but still it continues its rapid progress ; for it 
canDot loiler in the desart, amid scenes of soliludR 
and desnialion, but hastens to arrive at the gay 
and Bmilitig tracts of beauty and cultivation. 

The regiment hailed for the night at Biggar, a 
small villagi: in Lanarkshire, which ia about halt' 
way between Edinburgh and Dumfries, and the 
neit morning at an early hour resumed its march ; 
and the features of the country were now observed 
to be softening at every step after they had en- 
tered the shire of Mid Lolhian. At length the 
irregular and fanlastic outlines of the metropolis of 
Scotland burst upon the sight of the cavaliers, and 
on a nearer viewils bold and romantic appearance 
was not diminished, It was seen stretching along 
the ridge of a narrow and steepy hill which rises 
towards the west, aud there terminates in a lofty 
and dangerous precipice, upon the rocky sDminit 
of which stands its most ancient castle, whose 
embattled towers give a warlike aud imposing 
aspect to the city, forming its grandest and most 
cbaracterislic feature. 

The regiment entered the city by one of 
its guarded gates, and soon after took up its 
quarters in and about Edinburgh, which was full 
of Iroopsj aod now beginning to recover from the. 



alarm which bdd been created by (he defeat of 
Haivley. The presence of tJie Duke of Cumber- 
land, also, who was staying a few days at Holyrood 
House, ere he aet out with hU army for ibe north, 
greatly reassured the minds of the worthy burghers. 
which had been justly alarmed, for bad the rebels 
besieged it again they would have taken it with 
s before, for the recent defence of 
it by its valiant volunteers savoured very mucb oflbe 
burlesque, an there had been rnuch more of parade 
than of prowess evinced by them ; the castle indeed 
held out after the cily was taken, and threw shot 
into Holyrood House at (be time Ihe Prince was 
making his triumphal entry into this home of his 
ancestors, but this pitiful conduct on the part of 
Ibe governor bad not been persiated in. 

Our hero improved the brief stay he was Id 
make in the capital of the north, by visiting all the 
public bnildings and places of note both within 
and without the walls. The city looked like a 
beleaguered place, for it was full of military, and 
Holyrood House was a scene of temporary bustle 
and splendour, owing to the presence of the 
Duke. 

Davenant did not fail to snrvey this palace of 
the Scottish kings, and be traversed its splendid 
apartments with feelings of the deepest interest, on 
account of the numerous bislurical recoHections 
awakened by the scenes. The traces of tbe unfor- 
tunate Mary Queen of Scots were not slightly 
regarded; this had been her home, and every 



tbing around Sf rved to remind liim of her. Here 
slie had lived as a queen, as the sovereign of h 
warlike and independent kingdom ; and she might 
have enjoyed this regal home, and retained the 
sceptre of her kingdom to her dying honr, had 
she made the happiness of her people and the 
cares of povernmeut her only concern, — bad she 
in all these matters follawed the example of her 
leas amiable but talented sister of England, instead 
of degrading herself by harbouring foreign fa- 
vouritea, and intriguing with some of those crafty 
nobles who were nltimately the means of driving 
her from her throne and kingdom, to pass years in 
painful exile and imprisonment in a foreign land, 
and finally to suffer death by the hands of the 



The troops destioed to put down tbe rebeb 
having all arrived at Ediiibui^h, the Duke of 
Cuntlierland reviewed thttm, and putting him- 
Eell' at their head, marched off to Stirling, to 
aft'ord it that relief ivliich Ha.wle; had failed in 
doing. Charles Edward did not await the Duke'a 
approach, but raised the siege, broke down ^e 
bridge of Stirling, and retired rapidly northward. 
deeming it now more prudent to remove the seat 
of war to the Highlands, where he would be amongst 
his friends, and he was desirous also of making 
himself master of that line of fortifications extend- 
ing from Inverness to Fort William, as he woold 
thereby secure the more northern highland roun- 
ties, and be able to receive any supplies by sea, or 
make his escape, in case fortune should prove un- 
favourable. The Duke accordingly arrived at 
Stirling, and bad the bridge repaired with all 
speed, when be crossed over witli his army, and 
marched to Aberdeen by way of Perth, and in 
that town fixed head -quarters, as it was particularly 
convenient to him for receiving (he necessary sup- 
plies from England. 
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TLe Prince fixed liead-qiiarlerH at Inverness, 
whence lie sent oiit detaclimenta to acoiir the 
country, and forage for provision. Tbe seat of war 
comprehended part of Invemessahire. Nainshire, 
Bamfshire, Elginshirej and Aberdeenshire, which, 
although quite in the north, was not remarkable 
for hein^ mountainous — -indeed the greater portion 
of tlie above-mentioned counties is level and fertile, 

Charlea Edward succeeded in taking and de- 
stroying Fort George and Fort Augustus ; and 
some minor successes which followed tended 
greatly to raise the dpinls of him and his followers. 
One of his detachments surprised and defeated a 
small body of the Argyleshire highlanders at the 
castle of Blair ; and the event of another affair, 
which we shall narrate, also elevnled the hopes of 
the insulin Is. 

It was shortly after the arrival of the Duke 
at Aberdeen that he received intelligence that 
Colonel Roy Stuart, one of the rebel chiefs, 
\ns at Strathbogie, a town in Aberdeenshire, 
with a body of a thousand infantry and a troop 
of horse. Upon this he ordered General Bland 
to attack him, and the latter with a strong de- 
tachment immediately marched to Strathbogie ; 
but Roy Stuart retired at the approach of the 
king's troops upon the village of Keith, in Bamf- 
shire, and, notwithstDuding the unfavourable state 
of the weather, which was exceedingly wet and 
hazy, the Marquis of Granby and other officers, 
with the volunteers, continued the pursuit ■, whilst 
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General Bland sent oiie Captain Cxrapbell, wHb 
seventy Argyleahire liiglilanderj) and lliirty of 
KJDgsion'H borse, (o clear (lie village of Keith, and 
then to return to the main body. Our hero was 
the officer selected to commnnd the dragoons, 
under the orders of Captain CiimpbeU, and the 
whole detachment set out in high apirils to perform 
tlie required service. 

Afler an arduous march the party arrived at 
Keith, which they thoroughly aearehed, but not a 
single rebel was to be found in or near it, and it 
was Captain Campbell's duty to have returned 
immediately nilh his men to Ihe caojp, but unfor- 
tunately he took it into his head that he would 
pass the night at Keitli, and in spite of the remon- 
dtrances of our bero iind the orders of hia general, 
the captain quartered his men upon the inhabitanls, 
and betaking himself to one of the best houaes in 
the place, smoked his pipe, drank bis whiskey, 
and went to bed as unconcerned as if he had been 
in liis snug little native town of Inverary, instead 
of in the neighbourhood of tliose who to him espe- 
cially were most mortal foes. 

Davenant did not at all relish being imphcated 
in an affair which involved such breach of disci- 
pline, and contempt of orders, — but that was an 
after-consideration ; he now reflected upon the 
probability of their being surprised durini; the 
nigbt, and took such precautions as he judged 
necedsary for the safety of his men and also of tlie 
Campbells. He forbade the troopers resigning 
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tliemselves to repose, but ordered them to have 
their lioraes at tiie doors, ready lo mount at a 
moment's warning; he also placed a few Hentinels, 
and never retired to rest himself, but ronlinued 
walking liis horse to and fro. Hour alter hour 
rolled away and no enemy appeared ; no suBpi- 
cious noiseH nere heard, and it tras now near 
midnight, andyet all was quiet and seemingly secure; 
notwithstanding, Davenant could not divest himaeif 
of a certain foreboding ol' evil, and therefore neither 
cold nor weariness induced liim to give up his 

The eleventh hour had lon^ past away, when 
suddenly he heard the clash of arms, the shouts 
of triumph, and the groans of the vanquished and 
dying, in the direotion of the Campbells' quarters. 
Upon this lie instantly mounted his horse, and 
gallopping past the houses where bis men were, 
called (o them to come out, but not above twenty 
succeeded in getting into (heir aarldles ; the rest, 
who had been overtaken by sleep, were surprised 
and slaughtered by the rebeb, who had surrounded 
the place, and were now pouring into it in great 

Before Davenant could collect his men to (he 
assistance of the Campbells, the latter had been 
all killed to a man, and now being exposed to a 
very hot and close fire, he deemed it prudent to 
retreat; so giving the word "Charge!" he and his 
men drove through a dense body of the rebels, 
cutting, slashing, and trampling down all before 



them, and after getting clear of the Highlanders the 
troop continuetl its retreat until it got out of Keilh, 
when DsLveaant halted it, and fciund (hat he had 
only brought off (en, and most of these, like him- 
«elf, were covered with wounds. The party now 
resumed its march, and at length atrivfd at the 
camp ; and it was with surprise that Iheir comrades 
beheld them, as the opinion had obtained pretty 
generally that the whole detachment had been cat 
off. General Bland was much grieved at the 
result of this expedition, for ninety brave fellows 
had been needlessly sacrificed, and ihti spirits of 
the enemy greatly raised by the advantage ; how- 
ever he fully exonerated our hero from all blame, 
and highly approved of the dispositions which he 
had made for the sufety of the detachment. Had 
Captain Campbell escaped and returned, it is pro- 
bable that he would have been shot for disobe- 
dience of orders ; but he had on the spot paid tlie 
forfeit of his temerity and unaoldier-like conduct. 

The lack of that which is emphatically termed 
" the sinews of war," had long been most griev- 
ously felt by the Pretender, and now matters were 
coming to a crisis iu this respect, for the High- 
landers could not possibly he kept together any 
longer without further supplies, and as these were 
no where to be obtained, Charles and his chiefs 
deemed it advisable to try tlie issue of a battle. 

By this time, also, the Duke of Cumberland, 
who had received bis artillery and the necessary 
■tores by sea, bad marched with his army to 
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Nairn, which was within no great distance of 
iDverness, and there he pitched his camp; and 
the hostile aimies being now in the neighbourhood 
of each other, frequent skirniishea took place be- 
twecQ their outposts. One night, our hero, who 
was out with a troop, captured a Highlander who 
was skulking in a very suapiciauD manner, and 
evidently endeavouring to get to the camp unseen. 
When apprehended he betrayed himself by his 
great alarm, and Davenant had him searched, when 
a packet was found upon him, and on opening it 
Leonard perceived that it was addressed to Major 
Bradford, and that it acknowled^d the receipt of 
a former communication, containing a plan for 
surprising the camp of the Duke by night, and, as 
a complete proof, the major's plan was returned 
nitli alterations for his consideration ; and with 
the plan abo was the accompanying leller of the 
major, which, though somewhat disguised as to the 
band, waa easily identihed by any one who knew 
the original. These documents fully established 
the guilt of Bradford, and it only remained for 
Davenaut to expose him forthwith, lest bis treache- 
ries should involve the whole army in destruction. 
But he had not yet Rnislied the examination of the 
papers ere his party was surprised by a detach- 
ment of the enemy, which circuuislance obliged 
him in a hurried way to fold them up and thrust 
tbem into his bosom, and when after the affair 
was over lie bethought himself of the packet, he 
found, to his unspeakable morliRcalion, that he had 



N 



THE ESCAPE. 

lost it The spy or messenger bad also got airay 
during the akirmiafa, so tliat now lie had no meanii 
of fixing guilt upon Bradford. He did not. how- 
ever, give up Ilia search unlil he had ransacked 
every pocket, and searched the ground with 
lighta ; but all in vain. Davenant disclosed 
the circuraatance to his colonel, but that geutle- 
mati was so preposaessed in favour of Bradford. 
who had crept into bis good graces by a great 
show of deference to him as a superior, and also 
of zeal in hia duties, that he would not liaten to 
any accusations against him, saying that our hero 
might very easily be mistaken as to the hand- 
writing;, and even signature, consideiing the hurried 
circumstances under which he had examined the 
packet. 

Two days after this event the battle of Culloden 
took place, and Davenant learnt that the nighl 
previous the Prince had, according to the plan, 
actually set out with his army, to attack the 
Duke's camp at Nairn, which was only a few 
miles distant I'rora Culloden. This was a most 
fatal resolution, for the Highlanders having been 
nnder arms the whole of the day, required some 
repose at night, to recruit their wearied bodies ; 
but this was denied them ; and being formed 
into two long columns, they began their steajtby 
march upon Nairn under cover of the night ; 
but during the progress numbers continually 
dropped away from the ranks, totally over- 
powered by sleep and fatigue, and many other 
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unforeseen obstacles also arising, it became evi- 
dent to Charles that lie wonid not arrive at Nairti 
before day-break, and then wilh forres bo weak- 
ened by desertion, that tliey muat liave necesMarily 
proved inadequate to the great enterprise of 
stunning the Duke's carap. The Ptliice, tliere- 
fore, nith a heavy heart, ordered tile men to face 
about, after tbey had marched a great distance, 
and return to CuUoden, where they no sooner 
arrived than tbey flunp; themselves down in all 
directions upon the heath, to snatch n few hours of 
repose; but they had not long enjoyed this much- 
needed refresliment ere tliey were aroused by the 
intelligence that the Duke was advancing willi his 
whole army to attack them. Upon this they arose 
hastily from their shelterless beds, but slightly 
recruited by so brief a rest — but ere the sun of 
that day had set, the most of these brave and 
harassed men had sunk to a repose which no 
earthly sounds or alarms should have power to 
disturb. 

The report of the Duke's approach was per- 
fectly correct ; he had sallied forth from his camp 
at Nairn at an early hour, and was now marching 
Ibrmard to the plains of CuUoden, with all his 
troops, to decide in a great pitched battle (he fate 
of Ilia family and of the empire. He had long 
been desiioua of forcing the enemy to a general 
action, and now the lime had arrived when hm 
wishes were to be fulfilled, for there was his daring 
and dangerous rival at no great distance calm^ 
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awaiting his attack, with all bis forcea drawn np 
in battle array. 

The advance of the English army was most 
impottiug ; on it came with its many thousandii, 
displaying all " the pomp and circumstance of 
war.'' The uniforms were splendid — the arms 
glittered in the sun — the colours floated gaily on 
the breeze — anil the bands played the grandest 
and most inspiring airs. 

The English soldiers, who had euflered few or 
none of the hardships and privations which had 
worn but not subdued the unfortunate Highlanders, 
marched to the field of fight in high spirits, full of 
contempt for the enemy and of confidence in their 
numbers, and in their renowned leader the Duke 
of Cumberland, who was at this time the favourite 
of fortune and of victory, and the very idol of 
the British army. But tbere were some, who had 
already witnessed the extraordinary prowess of 
the despised followers of Charles, who did not feel 
their liearts assured by all the advantages which 
they enjoyed, and these beheld with dread rather 
than with disdain the unpresuming appearance of 
the rebel army. Though there was nothing to 
astonish or dazzle, no glitter, no pomp, yet the 
dusky lartaned ranks of the clans stretching along 
the higher grounds of the field, appeared in the 
distance like the louring clouds of the thunder' 
slonn, sullen, silent, black, and threatening, big 
viith terror and destruction ! 

By midday both armies were within cannon- 



THE ESCAPE, 47 

shot of each other. The Duke had fonned his 
into two lines, one in considerable advance of the 
other ; the same disposition had been miide by 
Charles, who had somewhat the advantage ground. 
The field of battle was an eitensive moor not far 
troin Inverness, and near Cull ode n-liouse, the seat 
of Lord President Forbes, who had throughout 
this rebellion made immense esertions to defeat 
the attempt of the Stuarts, and to hit; personal 
influence and talents the Hanoverian family naa 
mainly indebted for the preservation of their 
throne, for it is most probable that but for him 
nearly the whole of Scotland, Lowland as well as 
Highland, would have risen in favour of Charles. 

Pravioup to the commencement of the battle, 
both the generals in chief, aware how much was 
at stake— that the hopes and pretensions of each 
depended upon the is.iue of it — went thruiigli the 
linen of their respective armies, exhorting their 
soldiers to fight valiantly. The Duke desired his 
men to stand firm, to allow the Highlanders ,to 
close with them, and to make them feel the point 
of the English bayoaet, and learn that they had 
men to deal with. 

On the other hand, the Prince bade his fol- 
lowers remember Preston Pass and Falkirk, and 
tliat they had the same description of troops to 
fight with whom tbey had already so easily de- 
leated, and that, moreover, all his hopea and 
their's depended upon the event of this battle. 

Every necessary disposition having been made 
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on both sides, the baltle began about one o'cJocfc 
by the English artillery opening its lire upon the 
insurgents, and with Hnch effect, that the Duke 
suspended for a while the manoeuvres which he had 
in contemplation, beholding with astonishment tlie 
havoc made by his cannon, aa tnlire lanes were 
made through the dense ranks of the clans, the 
ground wan ploughed np at tlieir feet, and the trees 
and buildings of every description near them were 
soon shattered to pieces, and llie Prince himself nar- 
rowly escaped destruction, as he was covered all 
over with mud flung up by a canuon-shot, which 
killed a. man who was holding a led horse beside 

For a whole hour did this murderoop fire con- 
tinue to mow down the ranks of the insurgents, 
during which time the Duke and his army re- 
mained as mere spectators of the carnage; but 
this state of things was now become past all human 
endurance. The Highlanders ivere wrought up to 
a pitch of frenzied madness at seeing the gronnd 
strewed with the mangled bodies of their comrades, 
and each expecting a similar fate the next moment, 
they (ilamoured to be allowed (o charge ; but the 
command was delayed, and ihey evinced their 
impatience by hewing the heather with their 
swords. At length the clan of the Camerons, nn- 
able any longer to repress its rage, rushed for- 
wards without orders, and the example was 
instantly followed by nearly the whole line ; and 
the fall of the avalanche is not more terrible and 
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overwhelming than nas the onset of tLe infuriated 
claosnieD, whose counlenances gleamed with an 
expression of rage and thirst for vengeance which 
appalled the hearts of the stoutest of their enemies. 
A tremendouB fire of cannon and niusquetry 
was opened upon them as they advanced ; but 
what can stem or daunt the spirit of man when it 
is roused 7 They reached the Enghsh line in the 
teeth of all these terrors, and in almost less time 
than it takes to narrate it, that line, bristling with 
pike and bayonet, disappeared before them, com- 
pletely annihilated throughout its whole extent ! 

Havmg effected the destrnctiun of the first Une, 
the Highlanders pressed forwards to crush the 
second; but their severe loss in the advance 
and close with the firstj together with the hot fire 
now opened upon them by the second, obliged the 
cJans, now a complete wreck, to turn and fly ; and 
now the English cavalry advanced in pursuit, and 
the Argyleshire Highlanders pulling down a quan-' 
tjty of the paling around Ibe park of Culloden, 
within which a great body of the enemy had 
sought Tefufre, the dragoons got in amongst them, 
and cnt donn great numbers ; and our hero, who 
was unwilUngiy engaged in this cruel work, saw a 
Highlander greatly beset, and who had defended 
himself most gallantly, for several dragoons lay 
dead at his feet ; but before Davenant could get 
lip to him, the gael fell, and several more close 
upon him. Our hero, who had caught a mere 
glimpse of his features, thought he had seen 



thera before, but could doI call to mind the perHon ; 
and now id the hurry of the light and pursuit he 
bad not time, if it had been safe, to dismount and 
assist, but was obliged to leave the Higlilaiider to 
his fate. 

The unfortunate Prince had been complelely 
paralyzed on beholding the flight of his foUoivers, 
for he could scarcely believe it possible that fortune 
could have so completely turned her back upon 
him, and it was not without difficulty that Balrae- 
rino, Crontartie, Lochiel, and his other friends, 
could prevail upon him to quit that fatal field 
where were for ever buried the hopes of i 



CHAPTER IV. 



Never was there a more complete route and 
ruin of tlie vanquished party past all recovery 
tlian at Culloden; but ir was oot enojgh that 
the followers of Charles had siifTered so much 
in this bloody field ; for the Duke of Ciimberland, 
with a taalignity and barbarity which has scarcely 
a parallel, gave orders that detachments of cavalry 
should go in pursuit of the wretched fugitives, and 
follow them even to their very homes in the moun- 
tains, which Ihey were to ravage with fire and 
sword ! 

Part of the regiment to which our hero belonged 
was engaged in this execrable work, and Davenant 
in consequence became an unwilling participator 
in the enormities committed i but, in reality, he 
strove by every means in his power to mitigate the 
rage of the soldiery, and hold back tlie dogs of war. 
Thedetachmenttowhich he belonged was command- 
ed by Major Bradford, who seemed resolved to make 
a merit of necessity ; and since the cause which he 
had serfed in so disgraceful a manner had fallen 
to the ground, he now determined to do all in his 
power to ingratiate himself with the party ascen- 
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dant, consoling himself on the loss of his expected 
baronetcy or earldom, with the substantial prospect 
of a colonelcy in his regiment: respecting his re- 
cent (onnexioD with the Prince end his party, be 
felt quite at ease, deeming it whoUy improbable 
that this could notr by any means ever be dis- 
covered ; and thus huggino himself up in his 
security Irom detection, and acting as before 
upon the principle that the end ever justifies the 
means, he scrupled not to go to the greatest 
lengths in his pretended aeal for the HauoTerian 
cauae, and by his etiample excited the soldiers lo 
commit the direst excesses ; indeed, such a Pro- 
teus was Bradford, thatduringthe pursuit he wholly 
laid aside his ordinary mildness of manner, and 
joined to the moroseness of a bear the blood-thirsty 
disposition of the tiger, and when driving on at the 
head of his picked ruilians, he resembled Lucifer 
leading on a legion of incarnate tiends ; nothing 
escaped them, nothing was spared ; blood and fire 
marked their track ; and the heart of Davenant 
quite aickencd within him at witnessing the bru- 
talities of the soldiery ; and as he did not hesitate 
openly to express his sentiments on the subject, 
he drew down upon himself no little share of 
rebuke, mingled with threats from Bradford. 

It was on the last day of the pLirsuit, and as 
they were proceeding to the commission of another 
atrocious act, that the major rode up alongside 
of our hero, and said to him, " You have been very 
remiati, sir, in your duty hitherto, notwithstanding 
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yon have hai so many opportunilies of displaying 
your zeal in the service, and yaur conduct as a 
soldier; but I truat tbat you will be aumeivliat 
more active abont what remains to be done, or I 
ahall OBBUredly make sncli a report at head-qiiar- 
teia BB will be extremely detrimentitl to your 
inte rests ," 

" None of your threats, sir, are of aoy avail," 
replied Davenant, " for I acknowledge that I have 
no zeal for aacb a service; nor ia it by burning 
cottages, and murdering or driving out (he wretched 
helpless inmates to starve on the beaths, that the 
conduct of a soldier can be signalized : such em- 
ployment as this is only fit for a band of assassins 
and JDcendiaries, and na I did not take a com- 
miaaion to serve his majesty in llieae cepaoities, 
neither will I take part in &e execntion of such 
enormities,'' 

" You may stigmatize the service as yon please, 
sir." aaid Bradford, " bnt remember that as a 
military man it is your duty implicitly to obey the 
orders of your commander." 

" I deny, sir," replied our hero, " that the 
soldier ia bound to render a blind and unqualified 
obedience to the orders of bis commander, when 
they violate the eternal laws of God — when they 
are cruel, murderous, and subversive of the 
rights and liberties of his fellow-men, and there- 
fore totally inconsistent with justice and hu- 
manity.'' 



f 



Juatire and hnmanity !'' repeated tbe raajor, 
Hitli a sinile and a eueer ; " pshaw, sir ; you will 
lot find either of llirse words in the Book of Regu- 
Eitiona, or tbe Articles of War, and Iherefore yoii 
i^d not sport them here ; but take my advice, 
and fling all this sentimentality over your cnipper, 
and be a man and a soldier like myself, sir!" 

" Like yon, sir !" replied our hero, eying tbe 
nretch with a look of ineflable disdain ; " why 
I would as soon desire to resemble the savage 
Colonel Kirk ; I consider you a disgrace to human 
iiatnre, and the abhorrence I hold you in is not to 
be expressed !" 

" pS'death, sir, what d'you mean by that?" said 
Bradford, reddening with rage, and making a 
show of handling bis sword. 

" I mean what I say," replied our hero, coolly ; 
and the major, who, like all cruel and domineer- 
ing characters, was an arrant coward at heart, did 
not care to cross words with a man of courage, 
but was compelled to pocket the affront, and aller 
blustering a little longer, he pushed on to ihe head of 
the troop, looking as malicious as a demon, shak- 
ing his head, and mnllering something in which 
the words " beware" and " revenge'' were dis- 
tinctly audible. 

Soon after ibis conversation the detachment 
entered by a defile one of those vast and deep 
glens so frequent in (he Highlands ; the mountains 
on either aide were seen rising into mid heaven, 
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wilh a few fleecy clouds flouting across their 
grey summits. A Btream that looked like a silver 
thread fell from a considerable height at the other 
estremity of the glen, and then worked its way witli 
dilEcalty through its rocky channel ; and situated 
on the lofty bank, at no great distance from the 
cascade, appeared a single cottage, with the blue 
smoke of its peat fire eddying gently upwards ; 
some cliildren were at play before the door, and a 
girl dressed in tartan was fetching water in a 
pitcher from the bum. 

Our Lero greatly admired the secluded situation 
of this Highland home, thus far remote from the 
busy and vicious world, and embosomed amid the 
sublimest scenes in nature, where 

" No eye sstc Nature's aov'reign beam. 
No breath but heaven's to break the dream. 
No voice but yonder babbling stream, 

Dares on tbe ear intrude." 

But the destroying angel had now entered this 
vale of peace — the demon of war in all his terrors 
waa come to disturb its repose, and awaken with 
sounds of woe the echoes of these e la ti „ h II 
In a short time the troop arrived at th ho s and 
Bradford not being able to gain mm diat ad 
miltance, flew into a violent pas o mad h 
iut;n unsling their carbines, and fa tb ough th 
doors and windows. The wretched nmat , ^ eatl, 
alarmed at this, opened tlie dour and submitted ; 
but the wretch whom they had incensed was 



inexorable, and declared in a voice of thunder 
tliat their aubmisaion came too late, aiid that he 
would make an example of them, for daring to 
resist his majesty's authority. Accordingly, he 
bad the unfortunate tcaanfa of the cottage thruat 
back into it, and thnn ordered the doors and win- 
dows to be fastened up, and every point of egress 
to be BO guarded tliat not a aoul might by possi- 
bility escupe the horrid fate which he had assigned 
them. Whilst some of the soldiers were occupied 
in fulhlling these orders, he sent others lo collect 
dry heather, which was placed in abundance all 
round the house. 

Davenant observing these fearful preparations, 
and guessing the infernal intention of the major. 
went up to him and said, 

" What in the name of God, air, are you 
about to do?" 

echoed the wretch, " why, I 
p these rebels like chaff, and 
the winda !'' 

" said Davenant; " even you 
hideous a crime as this ' Are 



" About to do ! 
am about to hum 
atrew their ashes i 

" Impossible, s 
cannot perpetrate 
you aware that there a a mothi 
family of I tile ch Idre ll e I o ! 

" i am p fleetly a are of t 
fiend, '■ and so ra ch the better 
well the per s e t ho s ffer: 
young brood to ea a) e Sergeant coni 
on observing tl at all was now ready g ve me 
the brand The non comra bs oned accord ngly 



red the 



dam and 
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hnndeil the major a piece of lieather which had 
been hred by the flash of a piEtloI, and the latter, 
{who seemed determined to have the whole merit of 
ihJH foul deed to himself) was advanring to fling 
it into the combustiblea, when Davenant ran up 
to him. Slid laying hia hand gently on his arm, 
made one more appeal to the iron heart c>r Brad- 
lord, one mote efTort to save the condemned. 

" For God'a sake, major, desist from your pur- 
pose, and drop not this foul blot on the military 
character of England, which oceans can never wash 
away, and no time can ever obliterate." 

" Unhand me," exclaimed the major, furiously, 
and totally unmoved by this appeal, 

" I cannot ; indeed I cannot, sir,'' replied our 
hero, " until you promise to forego your dreadful 
intention, and extend that mercy to these helpless 
and innocent beings which you may one dsy need 
yourself." 

" Remove your hand from my arm, I say, and at 
your peril place any further obstructions in the 
path of my duty," said Bradford, impatiently. 

With a louk of supreme dtagust did our hero 
comply with this desire, but he kept close to the 
major, and the arm of the latter was no sooner 
lifited to fling the burning branch info the heather 
than our hero struck it out of hia hand, and was 
iatheact of stamping upon it, toe^tingntsh it, when 
he was brought to the ground severely wounded, 
for the major had immediately fired a pistol at 
him, and then, without regarding the consec^ui 




of this marderous action 
the alill burning heather, 
to the combustibles ar 
:aughl inslantly. 



the least, he picked np 

nd hastened to apply it 

nd (lie boiiHe : these 

d favoured by a light breeze 



that swept up the glen, the flames presently 
mounted up and enveloped the devoted dwelling, 
raging with great fury, Davenant, who had 
swooned, was spared tiie agony of witnessing this 
horror-slriking scene ; his ear was happily deaf to 
the roaring of the devouring element, the shouts 
of the murderers, and the shrieks of the victims! 

The major and his myrmidons were still engaged 
in this work of exterminatiou, when, to their infinite 
surprise and confusion, about thirty armed High- 
landers suddenly sprang down upon them, and 
these, with rage and revenge gleaming in their 
countenances, laid abont them witli such terrible 
cilectthat most of the guilty wretches expiated their 
crimes on the spot. The leader of this party, a 
remarkably fine young man of the name of Hep-' 
burn, kdled Captain Ellis, (he major's coadjutor, 
with one stroke of bis broadsword, and he was 
rushing forward to annihilate Bradford, but this 
villain just contrived to mount bis horse before 
Hepburn could reach him, and then leaving bis 
men to their fate, as many other valiant comman- 
ders have done, he set spurs to his steed, and 
never ceased galloppiiig till he was several miles 
out of the glen. There were very few of the 
detachment who escaped, and Bradford, on his 
retam to head-quarters, instead of being com- 
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mended and promnled for Lis exertions, was severely 
rBprimanded, and even threatened witL being 
broughl tn a court- martial for liis gross negligence 
in suiTering himself to be HiirprUed in the way he 
1VBS, and thereby loning so many of his men ; but 
the major wickedly attributed the whole cause of 
bis dJscomGliire to Davenant, whose character Le 
blackened in every possible way ; but notwith- 
standing these malignant efforia he did not succeed 
in entirely exonerating himself. 

When our hero came to himself, he was asto- 
nished at the scene he beheld ; the house was 
reduced to a lieap of black and smoking ashes, 
which were mingled with those of its miserable 
inmates; two or three dLsmountcd dragoons were 
yet standing out against some of the Highlanders 
Heverat were lying dead around the cottage, some 
were flying on foot, and two or three on horseback, 
and some of the Highlanders were securing (he 
horses of the slain. 

The leader of the party now advanced to the 
spot where our liero lay, expecting nothing less 
but that the few signs of life which he had shewed 
would be the signal to destroy him ; but he was 
mistaken, for his noble interference to save the 
inhabitants of the cottage had b''en witnessed by a 
Highlander who belonged to i(, but who happened 
to be out at the time : this man, on observing the 
intentions of the military, had immediately set off 
and informed young Hepburn, who was at hand, 
and who, without a moment's delay, came with a 
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party of Highlandera, and wrought the work of 
retribution which we have narmted : but it was 
not without some difficulty, and much stooping 
and cnxwUng around and amongst the rocks and 
heather, which covered the lowerpart of the moun- 
tains, that they had been able to get so close upon 
the troopers unperceived. 

Hepburn, ailer making inqniries about the state 
of our hero's wound, assnred him that he was 
amongst friends, who would do their utmost to 
promote his recovery ; he then took off hia own 
plaid, and several of the Highlanders, by his direc- 
tions, lifted up our hero and wound him in it, and 
then taking hold of it at the sides, they set forward 
with their burden at a great rate up the pass which ' 
led out of the glen. After a little the party arrived 
on the shores of a loch, where there were two 
boats waiting, in which they embarked, and having 
rowed across, they landed on the shore of a penin- 
solar promontory which jutted into the lake, and 
upon which stood a large castle, which belonged 
to one of the great Highland chietlains who had 
espoused the Stuart cause ; but the proprietor 
was not now residing in it, for, since the 
battle of Culloden, he was become an exile in 
a distant and foreign land, and the stately house 
of his ancestors was therefore left to solitude and 
ruin. The furniture, however, still remained, and 
as it had not been deserted any great length of 
time, it was yet capable of aETordiog good shelter 
to such as might desire it. 
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The Highlanders, by Hepburn's orders, cou- 
seyed our hero to a room, and laid biiu on a 
couch, and soon after an aged gael, who Imd tlie 
appearance of an ancient seer, came and dressed 
his wound, which was in the left shoulder, through 
which the ball had passed. After performing this 
humane office, the physician gave our hero a com- 
posing draught, nhich caused him to sleep very 
soundly till late the next morning, and when he 
awoke, to his equal surprise and delight, he beheld 
Cajmegie and Alice banging over him, and watch- 
ing him with looks of tender soUcitude. At lirst 
our hero imagined that be was dreaming, but he 
soon found that this wa^^ no illusion, and after as 
, hearty a greeting as could take place under such 
circumstances, each party related what had hap- 
pened to them since their separation at Drum- 
cleugh. Caimegie informed Leonard tbHt be 
noon after went to Edinburgh, taking with him 
his sister and daughter, whom he left with 
their relatives in that city, and then with great 
dtflScnUy contrived to join the Pretender ut Stir- 
ling ; that be was indeed at the battle of Culloden, 
and recollected seeing our hero a moment or so 
before he himself fell ; and further, that Alice, un- 
known to him, had contrived to get to Aberdeen by 
water, and thence by a. fiabing-boat to Inverness ; 
and that after the battle she bad sought and found 
him. then so far recovered that he was enabled to 
walk off the field, for his had only been flesh wounds, 
and (hat after this they bad iled into the interior of 



the cootilry, where they hoped to be safe, not 
thinking that the Duke of CumberlDiid would 
iiiBtitute so rigorous a pursuit, and that at length 
they arrived at this castle, where they found the 
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Prince with Hepbur 
attended him. 
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rince here now ?" inquired 
t. " He is," replied Caitnegie, "and yon 
him soon ;" and he had scarcely said this 
ere the unfortunate grandson of James the Second 
entered the apartment with Hepburn, who had 
related to him the account of our hero's conduct, 
and the Prince felt interested in seeing one English- 
man who had evinced humanity and right feeling 
at a time when all his countrymen appeared to be , 
bereft of it. With the utmost tenderness and 
famiharity did the Prince advance to the couch and 
converse with the wounded man ; and our hero, 
who had never seen Charles but at too great a 
distance to distinguish the characteristics of his 
person, was struck with the majesty of hia mien, 
which nothing could disguise ; he felt that he was 
indeed in the presence of true-born royalty, and 
beheld the descendant of a hundred kings ! 

Charles iSluart was a remarkably hand, 
some man, upwards of six feet high, neither 
robust nor corpulent, but so clean made and 
erect that the Highlander perhaps best described 
liim when he said that he was as straight 
as an arrow and as round bs an egg ! His face 
was a complete oval, very digniHed and noble in 
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its exprenaionj though perhaps llie nilitig passiun 
of bis lainily, a high seuse of prerogative, might 
be too evident in ita exceedingly lolty chsracler; 
but this was the only fault, if such it can be called. 
His hair and complexion being light was also an 
advantage to him ; a dark complexion would have 
given him a foreign aspect ; bnl nature seems 
wonderfully to have filled this Prince for the great 
enterprise which he undertook: as far ah he was 
concerned, there was no deficiency. His personal 
appearance, condescension, aud amiability of 
manners, his capability and willingnesa to support 
privation and fatigue, and withal his great abi- 
lities, rendered him an object of respect, adroi- 
, ration, and love, to the romantic and high-souled 
people amongst whom he flung himaelf ; and with- 
ont one selfish consideration they embraced his 
cause, aJid aiiffered tite loss of every thing cheer- 
fully, for BO worthy and noble a representative of 
the royal race he sprung from. 

As to llie fair sen in Scotland, they were almost 
all rebels in heart ; for ihey were captivated by the 
character of the Prince, around which was thrown 
all that interest which lofty rank, great roisfor- 
fortunes, gallantry, and enterprise, can bestow. 
Charles was everywhere gratified with marks of 
female favour, and at length owed his final escape 
to the exertions of a woman — the celebrated 
Flora Macilonald ! 

The Prince left the castle that night in cotnpany 
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with Hepburn and a few others, intending to leave 

the mainland und get to the Helirides as soon as 
possible, aa he was in hopes of being taken off 
by a French vessel. 

Our hero, aa soon as he bad strength, related 
to the laird the whole of the conduct of Bradford ; 
and the former then said, " My coiineiuon with 
that person was very hateful to me, but it was 
unavoidable, because he was in the confidence of 
the Prince and his chiefs, and displayed great 
activity and ioteiligence in the cause be served, but 
1 only considered him as a mere tool— he waa no 
friend of mine ; and now that the cause has fallen 
which brought me into contact with him, I should 
drop his acquaintance even if he had not behaved 
in the dreadful way in which he baa done during 
the pursuit." Poor Alice was not sorry to hear 
that her father's connenon with this wretch was 
now completely at au end, for her comfort and 
happiness had been at a low ebb during the lime 
that it had lasted. 

As soon as Cairnegie had finished, Daveoanl 
inquired of him whether lie had seen Bradford's 
plan for storming the Duke's camp. *' Yes," said 
Cairnegie, " but it was lost, for the uian was 
taken prisoner or killed before he could return 
vrith it. for we never saw him again." — " I waa 
the officer who seized liim,'' said Uavenant, " bul 
he afterwards escaped, and probably feared to 
return to the Prince, aa 1 had taken the packet 
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from him ; but tliis fell out of my pocket daring a. 
skJnaish which immediately succeeded the capture 
of this messenger." 

As our hero related (his, the Highlander, who 
had been a tenant of the collage in the glen, 
and who continued Co attend upon him with 
marks of affection and gratitude, looked Ht him 
with great earnestness, as if exceedingly interested 
irt what was snid : DaTennnt did not particu- 
larly notice his manner, but proceeded to make 
some inqmries relative to young Hepburn, the 
companion of the Prince, with whom the laird 
was well acquainted. 

" His history is rather extraordinary ," said 
Cairnegie, " and his merits are so great, that had 
(he Stuart cause prevailed, an Earl's coronet 
might not have been thought too good for him ; 
but before I speak of him in parliuutar, I will 
explain to you the origiTi of the name of Hepburn, 
which is singular enough : there had existed for a 
long time a feud betvveen (be ancestor of the Hep- 
bums, and auotherchief. respecting the boundary of 
their domains, and it was at leriglli referred to the 
decision of the King, who commanded (hat they 
should both appear before him on a certain day, 
at a particular spot, and each to be well mounted ; 
■bey accordingly did so, and (he King conde- 
scended to hear them plead their cause once more ; 
but being unable to decide between them, as one 
had aa much to say as the other, his majesty 
decreed that whichever of tlieni should first tie 
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his horse to a certain large tree in sight at some 
milfs distance, should be declared the poEsensor o( 
the disputed land. I'o tliis the chiefs aj^rteJ, and 
bolh started, each hoping to outstrip (lie other, as 
each trusted Id the fleetness of his ovm good steed; 
but the ancestor uf the Hepbuma tirst gained the 
distant goal, and lied liia horse to the tree : the 
King al'ternards asking liini how he had accum- 
plished the task, so quickly, he replied, " S<i 
please your majesty, I hepped the burn," or leaped 
the brook, which was extremely wide, aod not 
even attempted by the other. On hearing this the 
King said, " then Hepburn be thy name," and be 
immediately confirmed to him the possession of 
the said territory, and the family of the Hepbums 
took for their crest a horse tied to a tree, with 
the motto " keep tryste," which signifies " keep 
faith," 

Such was the origin of the surname of this 
family; and now to return to our friend: I 
must inform you that he waa a younger son, and 
intended for the profession of medicine : accord- 
ingly he went to study it at Edinburgh, and took 
lodgings in a house ia the High-Streel. These 
houses, as you know, are very lofty, and of a 
peculiar construction : every floor, in fact, is called 
a house, or fiat, which is complete in itself, and has 
its door and knocker, opening into the common 
staircase, which is open to the street, like tliuse of 
the law chambers of Inns of Court. It was in a 
house of this description that our friend Hepburn 
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resided at the time I am apeuking of, and being 
musical, he Irequeatly amused bimself with his 
flute; and on the second evening; of his perform- 
ance, as he paused awliile ere he played another 
piece, he heard Ihe notes of a beautiful Highlaiid 
song sung by an exquisite female voice, accom- 
panied by the spinette. As soon as the ballad was 
ended, Hepburn played a Highland air, (he words 
of which were well known, and formed a kind of 
response to those ot the minstrel ; and this sin- 
a;u]ar kind of coirespondt-nce was kept up for 
several eveoinga, till Hepburn became impatient 
to see the fair musician ; but for some time all that 
he was able to attain by his watching was a mere 
c;limpse of an elegant female tbrm closely veiled, 
and accompanied by a kind of Duenna, whom he 
sapposed to be an sunt or a governess. He often 
wished that the fair incognito might sprain her ancle 
in going down stairs when he was passing, when 
he could act in his pruressional capacity, and gratify 
a curiosity, which all this difficulty and mystery 
tended to increase mightily. 

Matters went on thus for some time, when one 
evening, just after dusk, Hepburn returning home 
observed a ruffian in the High-Street offering insults 
to two ladies, one of whom fled, and tlie other re- 
mained on the spot greatly distressed. He accord- 
ingly rushed up to her assistance, felled the nilhaii 
by a blow, and then offered his arm to the lady, to 
escort her home, which she accepted. Her veil had 
fallen aside in her flurry, and by the light of the 
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tanipB he perceived that she was young and very 
heaiitiriil, and withal there was an air nf higli 
birth about her. The lady e.tpreased great giati- 
tiide for Hepburn's assistance, and now seemed 
very anxious about her companion. A( lenglU 
hicb led up to 
Lnd delight the 
house up this 
e iinmedialely 
blown. They 
hen the lady 
where they found 



ihey both arrived at the 
hh lodgings, and to his Biir|i 
ladv told him that she lived 
staircase ; by which infc 
discovered her to be the fai 
ascended the stairs togethi 
invited him to her house. 



the governess already arrived, who was so de- 
lighted at having her charge restured to her, thai 
she made no objections to Hepburn's visit, but 
commended his gallantry, thonght him " a varry 
douce and discreet young gentleman ;" and alter 
this he was a frequent visitor, and learnt that the 
young lady was no other than Lord Balmerino's 
daughter, who had been sent up to Edinburgh lor 
her education. In a short time the young people 
became so enamoured of each other, that, without 
asking conaeut of their friends or the governess, 
they walked away to the kirk one morning, and 
got married; but they were a young couple, for 
Hepburn was but eighteen, and his viife siicteen. 
Shortly afterwards, Bal merino, hearing of tlie 
marriage, was not very well pleased, but contrived 
to separate the parties, obliging his daughter to 
return to her home. The rebellion broke out 
about this time, and Hepburn, unknovvn to his 
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father-in-law, joined the Prince, and shared in 
all the successes and disauters which characterized 
his attempt, and so distinguished himaelf at Cullo- 
(len, both in the onset and aJterwards, by check- 
ing the enemy, and covering tlie retreat of sorae 
u( the Prince's forces, that ilalmerino inquired 
who he waa, and being told that he waa hia own 
xon-in-law, became immediately reconciled (o 
him, and lamented that it was not now in his 
power to promote lijm. Such is the history of poor 
Hepburn ; and now that he has joined the Prince's 
party, 1 am very apprehensive for his safety.'' 

Here Cairnegie concluded his narrative, and 
Ihe laJrd then consulted witli our hero aa to 
ihe beat steps to be taken in regard to Iiis own 
satety, when it n'as deterraineil, that since his 
character and excessive caution had niost pro- 
bably shielded him even yet from all suspicion, 
he had better hasten to Edinburgh with his 
daughter, and after staying tliere a little, and 
assuring himself of his safety, return to Dnini- 
cleugh. Our hero also proposed accompanying 
the laird to Edinburgh ; accordingly, after re- 
maining a few days longer under the care of his 
Highland surgeon, Davenant felt himself able to 
undergo the fatigue of the journey, and aet out 
with his friends, accom]ianied by the faithful 
Highlander Donald, who acted as their gnide. The 
route of the party traversed some portion ol' the 
Highlands which had been ravaged by the military, 
and when ihey came upon this ground, Cairnegie 
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hung donii his head and preserved a. moody s'l- 
lence ; Alice burst into tears ; and our hero almost 
felt ashamed of being a countryman of those who 
had acted so inhuman a part, for here was an extent 
ofeountrylittle short ofliflymilesaquare.aU reduced 
to one black and hideous desart, nhere neither 
human being or domestic animal waa to be seen, 
but over which desolation and horror brooded in 

After some weeks of arduous travelling and 
exposnre to great privation, which little auited the 
delicate frame of Alice, and the still weakly con- 
dition of Davenant, the party arrived at EMin- 
burgh, but our hero no sooner presented him- 
self at the quarters of his regiment than he iva^ 
ptit under an arrest, and conveyed to the castle, 
where he waa immediately placed in confinement 
prior to being tried by a conrt-martiBJ, but for 
what offences, he could notin the least conjecture. 

About this time the unfortunate Charles Stuart 
succeeded in making bis escape, and his power of 
effecting it was chiefly owing to the exertions of s 
woman— the celebrated Flora M'Donald ! This 
beautiful and clever female was the daughter of 
a Mr. M'Donald, laird of Armadale, in the Isle of 
Skye, but her father was long since dead, leaving 
her and a brother; her mother had married again 
without changing her name, and her husband was 
said to be the strongest man of the name of M'Do- 
nald. The brother of Flora lived at a place called 
Melton, in the island of South Uist, one of the 
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Hebride<j, and Florn was residing nith him, when 
a Highlander, of the name of O'Neal, came and 
informed her that tiie Prince was in the island, 
and that he was in the moat desperate condition of 
poverty and danger ; that he himself was now, and 
had been, for some lime, the only one who re- 
mained with the Prince, and under llieae circum- 
stances he was come to request her assistance, 
well knowing lier general character for talent and 
humanity. Flora immediately acceded to the re- 
quest, and agreed to use her utmost exertions to 
bring the unfortunate Prince out of his present 
deplorable situation, and aithough her own step- 
father was at this lime patroUliig tlie island with a 
body of militia in search of the Prince, yet did 
ebe not shrink from the enterprise, but aclnaily 
obtained from him passports for herself, a man- 
servant, and the Prince, who went under (he 
name of Betty Burke, an Irish serving-girl, and 
was dressed accordingly. 

The reason why the Prince had been so deserted 
was because the islands swarmed with militia, and 
the sea with boats and men-of-war ; and just prior 
to his leaving South Uist. one Captain Suott, 
with a considerable force, landed upon it within 
two miles of his retreat, and commenced search- 
ing for him. And thus was he hemmed in when 
Flora came to his ns^iislance ; yet she had the 
address to guide the Prince safely through the 
midst of so many enemies, all eager for the fame and 
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profit of capturing bini — the price set upon liid 
head being thirty thousand pounds sterling ! 

The parly had, however, several very narrow 
escapes. Once they fell into the hands of Flora's 
Gtep-father, hot she easily managed him, i.nd at 
her request the good man recommended Betty 
Burke to his wife as an excellent cotton-spinner ! 

At another time they were just approaching the 
shore of the Island of Skye, with the intention of 
landing, when a party of military who had ob- 
served the boat, rushed down to the bead). Upon 
this they pushed out to sea again, bntbehig within 
the range of musketry, they were exposed for some 
lime to the fire of the soldiers. At first the 
Prince begged of Flora to lie down in the bottom 
of the boat, but she would not consent, she said, to 
shelter herself whilst the person of her sovereign 
was exposed ; and it was not until Charles also 
availed himself of thin plan to escape the balls 
(which flew thick about them), that this high- 
souled and intrepid woman could be induced to 
place herself out of danger. 

At one time they encountered a furious storm on 
the sea in their open boat ; at another they touched 
at the Isle of Skye, and Flora went to Trush- 
arnifih, the seat of Sir Alexander M'Donald, as 
she wished to see her kinswoman Lady M'Donald, 
in order to consult with her, relative to the Prince's 
escape ; for, although Sir Alexander was in the 
interests of government, yet he was willing tu 
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connive at the escape of the Prince, and all Wis 
retainers took their cub from the Inird, But Flora 
was a little surprised when she entered the house, 
and found herself ushered into a room where 
General Campbell, the commander of the militia, 
and several officers of his staff, were sitting, and 
the former immediately put several questions to 
her relative to her objects in travelling, her desti- 
nation, and what news she had heard, to all which 
interrogatoriea she gave the most satisfactory re- 
plies; and little did tlie worthy general think upon 
what an errand this beautiful girl was come, and 
that the object of his arduous search was at this 
veiy moment at a short distajice from the house. 
sitting in an open boat ! 

Sir Alexander was not at home at tbis time, but 
Lady M'Don aid called his steward, Mr. Kingsburgh, 
a very worthy man, and he readily agreed to Bssist 
the Prince, whom he look home to his house, and 
soon after he and Flora eonducted him to the sea- 
side, when they separated, the Prince going (o the 
Island of Raasay, and thence to the main land 
again. But it was not without deep emotion that 
Charles separated from his conductress : he was 
tilled with equal admiration and gratitude at her 
behavioor, which seemed to him the very climax 
of that disinterested heroic devotion which he had 
throughout experienced from the people she be- 
longed to. After he got to the main land, he wan- 
dered about a little with a few friends, and then 




fixed his residence in an aerial habitation called tLe 
Cage : thin was situated on the face of a lofty and 
almost inaccessible precipice ; a tree grew out of 
the fissntes of the rock, and by means of a little 
: timber a tolerable hut was formed, and here 
Charles and his tnci or three friends remained, 
until informed that a vessel was lying off the coast 
to take them to France. 

The final escape of the Prince was very much 
favoured by the following extraordinary circum- 
stance. A yoimg man of the name of M'Kenzie was 
found skulking in the woods by a party of soldiers, 
and as he made a stout resistance, they shot him. 
When falling, he exclaimed, " Yoii have killed 
your Prince V and the extraordinary resemblance 
which he bore to Charles Stuart induced the sol- 
diers to believe bis words ; whereupon they cut 
off his head, took it to the Duke of Cum- 
berland, who also giving credence to the report, 
had it carefully packed up and placed in bis 
travelling carriage, and with this gory witness 
and trophy of hia success, lie made all speed 
to London ; after which the search for (he 
Prince ended. Flora, however, was appre- 
hended, soon after her separation from the 
Prince, and after being conlined in Edinburgh 
Castle, was sent to London, but in place of being 
executed for treason, she was highly admired 
and caressed ; she afterwards married, i 
to America. 
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It v/as somewhat singular that the Prince should 
leave the kingdnm at a place called Moidart, the 
very point where he had landed about fourteen 
raoothi) before. And what a. contrast between his 
present and former condition ! then he was flushed 
nith high hope, and a kingdom seemed to his 
sanguine mind to be opening its arms to receive 
him ; but now he was leaving it, a miserable and 
proscribed fugitive, having seen the most power- 
liil exertions of his friends wholly inefTectual, and 
the generous country which had espoused his 
cause bleed in every vein. 

Thus terminated in defeat and disaster one 
of the boldest enterprises which history has 
recorded ; indeed the account of it has more the 
air of a romance than a grave relation of real 



One great benefit to the kingdom doubtlessly 
accrued from this expedition, and that was, the set- 
ting at rest the minds of the people of theae realms 
with regard to the family which was to reign over 
thero. The Stuarts had now had a fair opportunity 
of trying their utmost strength to recover their lost 
dominions ; but though success had smiled upon 
the outset of their attempt, yet it had finally 
completely failed, and it was evident that the mass 
of the nation was opposed to their claims, and that 
only the Catholics, the adventurous, and those who 
hoped to gain something by change, joined their 
standard. They must also have now clearly seen, 
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froni the trifling assistance rendered to them by 
France, how hollow alt her promises were, and 
how little interest she felt in their reatoratiuo. In 
fact, France only countenanced the invasion from 
motives of policy, hoping thereby to distract the 
councils of England, with whom she was at 
war at this time. And subsequently, when in 
making peace with Britain, it was requested by 
the Government of the latter that the Prince 
should be sent out of the French dominions, this 
request was complied with without hesitation. 
This, then, was the last attempt of the Stuarts 
to recover the throne of England, and this fated 
race is now estinct, having become so by the 
death of Henry, the brother of Charles Edward, 
who was known by the name of Cardinal York, 
and who surviving him, had succeeded to the 
pretensions, and assumed the title of Henry the 
Nintli uf England. 

We may also add, that another great benelit to 
Britain resulted from this attempt, which was the 
subjugation and civilization of the Highlands of 
Scotland, for, until the period of this rebellion, 
the old feudal system existed in all its force in this 
part of the kingdom ; but it ceased after the battle 
of Oulloden, Many of the Highland chielbiina 
perished in the field, some on the scaffold, and 
numbers were driven into esile, their castles de- 
stroyed, their estates confiscated, their power 
abolished, their followers disarmed : moreover, 
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the fortresses built^ the roads made^ and the other 
measures judiciously taken by government at this 
time^ completely broke up the pernicious system 
we speak of, and thus introduced into the High- 
lands a degree of civilization^ ^vitli the accompany- 
ing blessings of religion and industry, which in 
the course of twenty years redeemed that noble 
portion of Great Britain from barbarism, sloth^ 
and superstition. 



Thb court-ma rtial by which Davcnant was to be 
tried now took place, and General Hawley pre- 
sided at it ; this Commander had not yet satiated his 
vengeance upon the unfortunate adherents of the 
Pretender, for the recollection of his defeat at 
Falkirk stiU rankled in his breast, and he seemed 
determined to wash out his disgrace in the blood 
of the followers of Charles, and, if passible, 
atone for his misconduct by his zeal in perse- 
cuting the wretched and ruined members of the 
vanquished party. After the battle of CuUaden, 
fae had encouraged the ruthless pursuit which 
followed with uncommon eagerness, and by hia 
own personal example greatly increased its dread- 
ful and sanguinary character ; it was therefore ao 
unfortunate circumstance that our hero should be 
tried before so implacable and pr^udiced a judge 
for a crime which necessarily implied mercy to tlie 

Major Bradford, who was the prosecutor, naed 
every efifort to attach guilt to our hero, whom he 
accused of having placed great obstruction in the 
way of hia duty during the pursuit in the High- 
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lands, and also of liavmg btoached Jacobite sen- 
timents, aod througliout nianifesttd a disposition 
to protect the rebels : these seriouii but unfounded 
accusations the base prosecutor took care to sup- 
port, by bringing forward as his witnesses sume of 
the worst men in the regiment, wretches whom he 
had secretly bribed, and who were ready to swear 
to any thing which he chose to assert ; but not- 
witlistanding this masd of evidence, tlie proofs 
givenofthe former bravery and soldier-like conduct 
of our hero, operated so powerfully in his favour 
that the court was equally divided ; but Hawley 
immediately, and nithout hesitation, gave the 
casting voice against hira, and he was in conse- 
quence condemned. 

Whilst the awful ceremony of passing sen- 
tence of death was being performed, the counte- 
nance of tlie prisoner was observed to remain 
unchanged, and his manner undismayed : be dis- 
played in this trying hour the unfliaching firmness 
of tiie soliLier, and the calm resignation of the 
Christian ; evincing no animosity to his nicked 
prosecutor; but at the conchisiun of the sentence 
he bowed to tlie court, and was being led out, 
when nnperceived by himself and those near him, 
a person thrust aotnetlung into bis hand, which he 
no sooner beheld, than he turned about and 
craved permission of the court to speak — this was 
granted, and he immediately began : — 

" Although as a dying man I am wholly unio- 
fluenced by any feelings of enmity even towards 



my moat ra)»eaiid wicked accuser, yet I eonsideril 
a. sacred duty lo unmask a villain, and expoBf 
his character and conduct to the world ; nol, 
indeed, lo gratify a private desire of revenge, bill 
to arrest, if possible, the triumphant career of guilf, 
Bud to prevent othera from being involved in the 
destruction which a plausible and unprincipled 
wretch haa art and wickedness sufficient lo efferl 
whenever his selfish ends require that they should 

" Major Bradford," continued our hero, turn- 
ing to tliat person, and pronouncing- the name with 
great emphasis, " the utmost extent of your malig- 
nity must now be gratitied, as you have completely 
succeeded by your wicked falsehoods in procuring 
the condemnation of one whom you know to bf 
entirely innocent. Now then, sir, in my turn I stand 
forth and accuse you of being a traitor and a spy ! 
You smile, sir, and hug yourself up in fancied 
security, probably deeming that I can produce 
no evidence in support of what I aRsert ; but iti 
that you will find yourself mistaken, for here is a 
sufficient witness ;" and so saying, Davenant held 
up a packet before Bradford, and then laid il 
before the court. 

The major no sooner beheld the packet than lie 
concluded that it was the one which had passed 
between the Pretender and himself just prior lu 
the battle of Culloden, and despite of all his endea- 
vours to appear unconcerned, the symptoms of 
t guilt, and the dread of immediate de- 
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tection, made liim tremble and change colour; 
and failing in an instinctive and convulsive 
eSiirt to dart forward and seize the packet, he 
aiink into a chair quite uerveleas and over- 
powered by bis feacA. Great surprise and aas- 
pense prevailed whilst the court was occupied 
in examining the documents now laid beforetliein. 
The colonel of the regiraent to which Davenant 
belonged being present, testified to hia having 
informed hini of the circumstance of aeir.ing the 
bighlander, and taking the packet from him. At 
length the guilt of Bradford was clearly proved : 
there was a letter in bis own hand- writing, and 
notwithstanding the great caution mauifest in the 
writings and plana, there was abundant evidence 
that they had been principally the work ol' the 
major ; moreover, to his ulter confusion, the very 
witnesses whom he had aubomed to swear away 
the life of Davenant, seeing their patron falling, 
turned evidence against him, and spoke the 
truth once in their liveu ! Being called upon for 
hia defence, Bradford remained almost stiipified with 
surprise and terror, having not a word to say in 
extenuation of Ids guilt: whereupon the court 
was unanimous in condemning him as a spy, and 
he was sentenced to be hanged over the ramparts 
of the castle the same day. 

As the prosecutor of Davenant had been proved 
to be such a villain, it was hoped that the sentence 
passed upon our hero would have been rescinded, 
or at least commuted to something le^s severe; 



and his fViendn again strnngly interceded for him, 
but Hawley was inexorable, and he was therefore 
conducted out with the other prisuner, and botli 
were lodged in secure ceils. 

At length the time appointed for the exeoutiun 
of Bradford arrived ; the soldiers were drawn up 
around the scaffold, upon whjch a coffin waK 
placed; and every other awful and necessary 
preparation being made, the condemned vias 
brought under a strung guard to the fatal apt^m 
and ascended the platfarm, i^H 



The change which a few hours of acntc mental 
agony had wrought tn his person was extraor- 
dinary ; he had spent the brief and precious inter- 
val of time allowed him not in a preparation for 
eternity, but in alternate fits of latnentation and 
rage ; now he inveighed against his judges, and 
anon sued for their mercy ; now he cursed the 
hour in which he was born, and the God thai 
made him ; ai d then he would throw himself on 
the floor of his dungeon, and confess that the bil- 
lows of divine vengeance now rolling over his guilty 
head, punished him not more dreadfully tlian be 
d s r\ d Th ountenance of Bradford, wliicli 
a f w h u e had appeared so smooth and 

si k b am ni;wth the smiles of self-complacency 
«nd su ssful llany, was now haggard, wan, 
and d epiy fur wed by the ploughshare of in- 
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tenae misery. Despair sat upon hia bron, and the 
perspirntion wrung I'rom bis stricken frame, 
stood in big drops upon it 1 

The unhappy man, now tbat the sands of lil'e 
were nearly run out, turned his thoughts to reli- 
gion, and begged that a Ciitlioliu priest might be 
sent for, as he freely aelinowledged himaell'to be 
a member of the Romish church, and wished tii 
die in ber couimunion : ihiH last request was com- 
plied with ; but not a single clergyman of this 
establishment could be found ; and it is moat likely 
that at this period of troubles no member of so 
unpopular a i^hurch cared to come forward in too 
public a manner. The spiritual assistance of a 
presbyterian divine was offered to the prisoner but 
rejected, and therefore he had in his last hour none 
of the conaolationsof religion to draw the stiug from 
death, but was left as on a wide and howhng waste, 
wltbont a shelter from the etorm, and where he 
in vain looked around him to discover a single 
ray of hope to produce comfort or banish despair ! 

The time allowed the prisoner for preparation 
had now expired, and orders were given to the 
executioner to complete the sentence. Ascending 
the ladder with difficulty, (he condemned was 
placed under the fatal beam; the noose wa.s 
adjusted — the cap drawn over bis face — ahandker- 
cliief bound over Ills eyes —and, after a short and 
awful pause, the signal-gun fired— wheulbe wretch- 
ed culprit was turned oil'; and after writhing in 
agonies for some minulea, the g'uilty spirit took 
iu fligbt, and tlie body was aeen Bwingingto i»At 



fro in the wind, as unconacious and lifeless as the 
lope by which it was suspended ! 

The solemn booming of the cannon, echoed by 
(he walls of the castle, reached the ears of our hero, 
imd aononnced to him that the guilty Bradfoni 
was Unnched into eternity; and he then re- 
Heeled on the mftrvelloiis way in which the crimes 
i)f this wretch had been bronght to light and 
punished, when he was triitmphing in his security 
and iniquity, and looking forward to yearn of 
prosperity and enjoyment ; but how often is tbis 
the case ! how frequently does the villain find, 
I liat when he fancies himself moat secjre, he is on 
the very brink, of destruction ! There is an eye, an 
all-seeing eye, which is about our path, and around 
our bed, tracing out our very inmost thoughts, 
and from which no secrets are hid — no darkness 
ran shroud us from its observation — bynosubter- 
I'jge can we elude its vigilance— for it beholds ns 
with the same steady and uninterrupted gaze 
though we hide ourselves in the heart of Ihe earth, 
or the depths of the sea : that eye is never 
wearied, never closed, but frequently brings to Ught 
the guilty deeds of man in a way which is quite 
unaccountable. 

Our unfortunate hero was to suffer the follow- 
ing morning, but he bore his hard fate without 
repining, and spent the brief interval allowed him. 
not in unavailing lamentations, but in strict atten- 
tion to his eternal concerns. The profession lo 
which he belonged is perhaps more calculated 
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incentives to ambiCioa, pride, and many oiher 
vices — to withdraw the id out Hober and be.Ht-diii- 
pDsed men from thnse gerious cuntemplations, that 
holy walk and humble demeanour, which the 
religion of a cruciiied Saviour enjoins and enforces ; 
but the early instructions of liis grandmother, on 
excellent and pious woman, had not been forgot- 
ten by Davenant af^er he was arrived at ma- 
turer years and launched into the world ; that 
religion, therefore, which he had reverenced and 
practised in proaperity, wag now his solace in 
the hour of estreniity, and enabled him to con- 
template his approaching execution with resigna- 
tion and serenity. 

It was nofv night, and the turnkey came to pay 
Davenant a last visit, wJien to our hero's great mn- 
prise, the man handed him a rope and a note, 
turning hia head away at the same time with a 
significant smile, and saying, " Here is some 
reireshment for you, air." In great agitation. 
from the Butterings of hope which these symp- 
toms gave him, Davenant, with a hasty and trem- 
bling hand, opened the letter, and reading it 
by the light of the gaoler's lamp, found to his 
great joy that it came from a very dear friend of 
hia, an ofBcer in the navy. The epistle ran as 
ibilows : — 

" My dear Davenant, 

" I have no time to say how 
deeply afflicted I am at the idea of your being in 
such a dreadful gitnatiop. The only Qnaa tawi Sa 
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to endeavonr to get you outof it,if possibie 
yotiraelf of opportunities ; the turnkey is i 
interest; take the keys from him. then n 
and lock him iti ; hurry to the r<impiirts, 
yoiiraelf down by the rope, and havings < 
this, make the best of your way to the 
Leith pier, where 1 will be naitltig till 
hour in a boat ivell manned, in which 1 will 
you beyond the reach of your enemies, 
watch word, ' St. George !' — Your's ever, 
•' T, We*therbu 
" (Destroy this.)'' 



and let 

■ fleeted 



Davenant having read the letter, bumf it, and 
then taking the keys from the gaoler (who said be 
should pretend that great violence had. been used 
In obtain them from him), went out, leaving 
the man to supply his place, and locking the door 
with a great deal nf noise ; he then got oot upon 
the ramparts, keeping alwayx in the shade of the 
buildings, and shaking his keys a httle when he 
passed the sentinels, in order that they mi^^il 
suppose him to be the turnkey. One of them 
asked him a. question, and not getting an answer, 
was stepping' up to him, when our hero hurried 
away, and as he turned the angle of a tower ran 
against an officer ; however, the latter fortunately 
did not notice him, supposing him to be the 
gaoler, but severely reprimanded the sentinel for 
leaving hie post. 

The part which Davenant deemed best suited 
_jferAjg way gf ggc^e wu Va.% tawt^^^^u^ 
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of the rorkj but he cfnild not go directly to it with- 
out pasaiug cro n p n p and thereby 
completely eipoa g h ni If t th b n lion of 
two sentinels, fotw b tflm onlight 
night. He was 1 11 th had Q all tb appre- 
heusions of detect nad ttb ant me con- 
sidering how he ah td a t wb n h b cd that 
the tTaltof the sentinels brought tbein both to the 
point of egreas for liira at the same lime, and that 
aft«r exchanging a few words, they walked away 
from it to some distance, when some small in- 
terval elapsed ere they met again. 

It was in this brief time that Davcnant was to 
secure his rope, and let himself down. Accord- 
ingly he watched his opportunity, and imploring 
the help of God, darted acroHs Ihe open space 
without being perceived, and flinging the noosed 
end of his rope over a gun, dropped down ur- 
perceived from the embrasure, but unfortunately 
his weight made the gun-carriage creak a little, 
and the sentinels being immediately attracted to 
the spot, discovered the cause at once, and seeing 
our hero still dangling in the air, they fired, but 
without hitting him, and the next moment they 
unsiipped the rope, so that Davenant fell nearly 
twenty feet, and was so much stunned and bruised 
that he could not immediately rise. In a very 
short time the whole garrison of the castle was 
alarmed, and a atroiig party well armed came oil! 
with torches to search for and recapture him. Our 
hern saw the lights approaching ; he heard the 



I 



footsteps and voices of the soldiers, yet he felt 
that he could not make tlie slightest movement 
lo escape ; aod there he lay till they were nearly 
npoahim, when, in spite of pain and weokneas, 
he made a last desperate effort to rise, and suc- 
ceeded ; but the military had got sight of him, aod 
there was no resource left but to plunge into 
the loch, which then existed on the Dortb of the 
castle, close under ils rock : this he accordingly did, 
whilst the soldiers, instead of following him into the 
water, stood and fired at him ; but he fortunately 
escaped the shots, and arrived at the other side 
of the loch much less fatigued than he had ex- 
pected to be, as the cold water had braced his 
nerves ; but now the soldiers were again close 
upon him, as several of them had ran round to 
meet him on his landing ; however, he had the 
start of them, and hurried away down towards 
Leith, in order to arrive at the place of rendezvous ; 
but finding at length tliat his strength would be 
insufficient to enable him to keep a-head of his 
pursuers much longer, lie darted suddenly into 
some decayed buildings, and concealed himself 
in the shadows of them : however, the soldiers 
had traced bira to them, and made a very strict 
search, frequently coming quite close upon the 
object of their pursuit. After a while, (he pur- 
suers having left the ruins, Davenant went out 
and reconnoitred, and seeing the coast clear, 
he set off again for the pier ; but he had not taken 
many steps ere he heard the military coming 
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after bim, for they had continued watching in the 
neighbourhood of Ihe ruins, as they were con- 
vioced that he viaa sheltered by them. 

Davenaat ivas Horely disappointed at this, but lie 
resolved to try whetlier he could not find strength 
sufficient to reach the pier first, as he had now got 
a tolerable start of the military ; he therefore flung 
offhis coat, and ran on swiftly, but an he passed 
the end of a street he found himself suddenly 
seized by some watchmen, who mistook, him for a 
robber whom they were in pursuit of at this very 
time; the soldiera come up immediately after, and 
also seized upon him, and a contention now arose 
between the police and the military, each declaring 
that Davenant was the person they were in pur- 
suit of; be was therefore cotlartd by the watch- 
men, and laid hold of by the soldiers, one party 
dragging him one way and the other the con- 
trary, and when the military declared he must be 
the man they were searching for, because he was 
dripping wet, the watchmen met them by saying, 
that that was the very reason why he must be the 
villain they were after, who had plunged into the 
water of Lieth. As to Davenant himself, he pro- 
tested against ihe proceedings of both parlies, de- 
claring that he was neither a robber nor a deserter, 
but ihat his bi-ing in his present extraordinary 
situation was owing to a foolish frolic, in which, 
after drinking freely, he had wagered that he would 
perform a steeple chase from the Carllon-hill to 
New Haven ! but bis story was not listened to 



ff 
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by either party, who continued to CDnteDd about 
tbeir right to the prisoner, and the soiia or Mara 
finding that they r.oiild not, by persuasion, induce 
guardians of the night to release their hold, pro- 
ceeded at length tu assert their claims by violence : 
a scuffle ensued, during which our hero, find- 
ing himself released from the grasp of all but one 
man, abook him off, then darted away from the com- 
batants like lightning, and hastening to the pier, 
succeeded in arriving at the end of it ; but to 
Iiis utter confusion and consternation he found 
that there was no boat there waiting for him ! 
and the moon being now hid by clouds, he 
could not discern any vessel in the Roads. 
What was now to be done ? The soldiers 
and the watchmen, who had quickly missed him. 
had immediately joined again in the pursuit, and 
were at this moment entering upon the pier, and 
advancing swiftly towards him ; therefore there was 
no alternative but to be hanged or shot, or to 
plunge into the sea at the risk of being drowned ; 
and by the time that Davenant determined in his 
own mitid how lie should act, the pursuers were 
within a few steps of him, but he eluded their 
grasp, and disappeared from before their eyes by 
dropping into the sea, eiid diving for some dis- 
tttnce, and when he rose again to the surfaue, and 
looked in the direction of the Roads, to his great 
joy, the moon shone out, and discovered to him a 
vessel riding at anchor in them, and which he 
iupposed to be the Dreadnought, the man of war 
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In vvbieh his friend, tLe lieutenant, belonged ; ac- 
cordingly he swam towards iier with annie diffi- 
I'ully, and arriving alongside, laid hold of the 
ropea at the gangway, and mounted the deck ; 
but he was no sooner aboard than a huge burly 
fellon, armed with sword and pistol, thrust a lan- 
tern into his face, uttered an exclamation of sur- 
prise, and then asked him in French who he was, 
and where he came from V Davenant, who rightly 
coDJectiired thathe was on board of a vesael which 
WHS come to take offthe rebels, replied, in the same 
language, that he was an unfortunate Highland 
gentleman, who bad been in the service of Prince 
Charlea, andhearing'from a friend that there was a 
ship come to take off some of the Scotch, he had, 
at the risk of his Hfe, swam out to her. The Captain 
put some more questiona to our hero, to all of which 
he gave such satisfactory answers, thai the GtbuI 
seemed quite persuaded of the truth of his story, 
and Davenant was in hopes that he was about to 
assign bim a comfortable berth on board, when the 
vessel was hailed in a lovi voice, and Monsieur 
ran to the side with his lantern, and presently 
after our hero was aatoniaheil to see several per- 
sons, enveloped in large boat-cloaks, ascend upon 
deck ; bnt it immediately occiiired lo him that these 
were the refugees, whose noiseless approach had 
been owing to their oars being well mufBed. 
Davenant easily discerned by their looks, and sur.h 
portions of their dress as was visible, that these 
were indeed some of the distinguished, but iittfoc- 



lunate followers of Charles. The laat wlio came 
on board, instead of hurrying dotvn below as the 
rest had done, remained a while aboie, and ob- 
serving Daveoant, inquired of the Freuchman 
who he was, aud on being made acquainted with 
tbe manner in which be had found bis way on 
board, turned in great, haste and some alarm to- 
wards our hero, eyeing him from bead to foot with 
a scrutinizing glauce : he then shook his bead, 
and, turning to the Captain, began to talk very 
vehemently in French, and our unfortunate hero 
overheard him tell the latter that he was no 
Scotchman, but an Engbshman, and mast likely 
a spy, and that tbe best plan for their safety 
would be to hang him immediately at tbe end of 
the yard-arm ! 

Davenant had a decided ohjeclioii to this 
summary mode of proceeding, and on their 
advancing to seize him, be pushed them into 
the scuppers, and, running forward, got out 
upon the bowsprit, dropped from the spritsail- 
yard, and swam towards the shore, although 
very doubtful whether his strength would be 
sufficient to effect this. Our hero had got lo 
some distance from tbe vessel, when he heard 
the dasb of oars, and was immediately agitated by 
hope and fear, at one time flattering himself that 
it might be Ihe Lieutenant's boat, and at another, 
dreading lest it should be the Frenchmen in pur- 
suit of him ; however, as he was getting rather 
exhausted by the fatigue of swimming, he resolved 
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to hail the bont, and take his chance ; aorordingly 
he did BO, and was taken on board, when he pre- 
sently discovered that he was in a Revenue 
cotter, nhicli was out after smugglers, who were 
very numerous and bold at (hU period, as the 
impoats had been recently laid on in Scotland, and 
the people were exceedingly fractions and discon- 
tented under them. Some of the excisemen said 
that our hero was doubtless a wretch of a smug- 
gler, and that they had better knock him on 
the head at once, and bo dispatch him with as 
little ceremony as his brethren were in the habit 
of treating them ; but their commander was op- 
posed to immediale violence, and had liiin taken 
into the boat, as ne have staled, kindly protiiisini^ 
that he should have a fair hearing in the morning' 
before (heir officers ! This was an ordeal that 
Diivenant did not look forward to without con- 
siderable apprehension, for he reflected, that in 
the event of his escaping being condemned as a 
smu^ler, the circumstance of bis capture aud 
examination would become known, and then his 
former enemies, the mililary and police, would 
3g;ain pounce upon him ; so that how he was (o 
escape being either shot or hanged, he could not 
at present see. 

The wind, which had been fresh all the night, 
began now lo blow rather stifily from the south- 
east, driving before it the clouda,which at first were 
few, and only occasionally obscured the beautiful 
light of the nioou ; but they now began to collect 



in vast masses, which at length covered the entire 
face of the henvenSj and a pitcfay darkness en- 
sued. The exctsenien, thinking it useless to re- 
main oat uny longer, were making for the shore, 
scudding at a great rate, when auddeiily the cutter 
was taken amidships by (he bow of another buat, 
and nearly capsized, when, as is usual upon 
such ocrasions, there was a great deal of swearing 
and abuse, each party attaching the blaiue of the 
accident to the other. But now, from being in 
such close contact, the crews of each beat 
quickly discovered the profesMun of the other, 
for the lyns-eyed excisemen discerned, though 
with difiiculty, certain kegs and barrels in the 
stranger, and the crew of the latter as quickly 
recognized the revenue cutter. Upon this the 
commander of the latter ordered the smugglers to 
surrender ; but they refused, and endeavoured to 
get away, but the excisemen kept their boat 
across the bows of the smuggler, so that he could 
not make way. From words it came to blows, 
and a desperate conflict ensued, and as the boats 
were not now very far from the shore, our hero 
thought that his best plan would be to quit the 
custom-house boat, and endeavour to gain the 
beach : accordingly he got out of the boat un- 
perceived, and committed himself again to the 
waves, but he had not swam more than two or 
three vards ere the cramp seized him, and he 
immediately sunk like a stone ! the waters now 
closed over his head, resounding horribly in his 
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eBTB, and he experienced at tLe same lime tlie 
united sensations of suflbcutiou Rnd strangula- 
tion ; hid eyes flashed five ; (he water was forced 
down his throat ; and all the horrors of death 
were upon him. After sinking to a considerable 
depth, he rose to the surface, and uttered 



but there was no frieudly arm stretched out to aid 
him ; and he must have perished, had he not for- 
tunately risen close lo the boats, and contriving 
to lay hold of the stem of the smuggler, lifted 
himself in ; and he Has only Just in time, for the 
latter got disengaged from the Enciae boat at this 
moment, and sheered off under a press of sail, 
and, witli the aid of her oats, soon left her adver- 
sary under her lee. The smugglers pursued their 
course, and having landed their cargo, and hid it iri 
an old ruin near Newhaven, they pushed off again, 
and made for a sloop that lay in the Roads. All 
this time Davenajit lay in the bottom of the boat iu 
a state of exltaustiun ; he had been relieved of ihe 
water he had swallotved, but still his weakness Mas 
so great that it was a length of time ere he was 
able to rise up and seat himself. The smugglers 
all along supposed him to be a comrade, (wliii, 
unknown to them, had been knocked overboard 
and drowned,) and it was not till they arrived at 
ibeir vessel that they discovered their mistake, and 
then taking him for an exciseman, they swore that 



they would make him food for the fishes, and 
began to put into practice what he had been 
threatened with on board the Frenchman; for 
they fixed a tackle to the yard-arm, put the 
noose routid our hero 'a neck, and giving bim five 
minutea to say his prayers, atood by holding 
the rope, ready to run him up at the signal ! 
Dnvenant pleaded hard for his life, declaring that 
he was no exciseman, but an unfortunate gentle- 
man who had been engaged in the rebellion, 
and waa endeavouring to effect his escape by 
swimming to a French vessel then in the Roads. 
Some of the smugglers shook their heads at this, 
whiiat otbera of them seemed inclined to beUeve 
the story ; and one, an elderly man, and a good- 
hearted fellow withal, interceded strongly for our 
hero, and at length nuuceeded iu diasuading his 
comrades from their intended act of atrocity. The 
deUverer of Davenant then released him from his 
ticklish situation ; congratulated him on hie 
escape ; and, taking him down below, made him 
take oif his wet and uncomfortable garments, and 
tnin into his own hammock, saying to the others 
who jeered him for hia humanity, " Ye hard- 
hearted vagabonds, ye hae nae mair feeling 
nor a pollypua ; d'ye no see that the lad is of 
gentle bluid, and not used to sic hairdships ?" 
This man continued his kindness (o our hero, 
whom he seemed to have adopted as hia son: 
in fact, the smuggler was the father of a family, 
and therefore had the tender and compassionale 
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teelmgi of a parent; and tboae have had little 
experience of the world, and made but few nbaer- 
vatioDs upon men, who have not remarked, that 
when in distreas and trouble, they have found 
the tatter character far more humane and con- 
Biderate than those whose feelings and affections 
have never been exercised and drawn out by the 
endearing objects of a family. 

The next morning our hero arose tolerably 
retreshed, and Mack having provided htm with a 
jactet and trowBers, with other et ceteras, besides 
a cntlaas and a brace of piatols, the metamorphoais 
was complete, and the slaithbig dragoon was lust 
in the bold smnggler ! 

Davenont, however, did not ranch relish his 
present situation ; but he was not destined to re- 
main in it long ; for the veasel, which was now fast 
approaching the coast of France, in order to take 
on board a fresh cargo of brandy, and other con- 
traband articles, became suddenly involved in a 
thick fog ; when this cleared off, the smugglers 
fonnd themselves within musket-ahot of a large 
French privateer, and it was in vain that iliey 
up helm, and endeavoured to bear away, for 
the privateer was not In be eluded, hut coming 
alongside, without further parley, fired a broad- 
side at the smnggler, which sunk her almost in- 
stanter: our hero, who was on deck at the 
time, was driven overboard, by the heel which the 
vessel immediately gave, and perceiving near him 
a man evidently unable to swim, who was making 
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struggle for life, he pushed towards the 
drowning' person a plank which he had just 

reacbed, and liad l:he inexpresaible saliafaction to 
lind that he had saved his deliverer. Mack. 

The FreDchraen, whose vengeance was allayed 
by the destruclion of the vessel, let down a boat 
to pick up those who yet remained floating about, 
and amongst others our hero and Mack were 
readied from a watery grave, and they could 
not but rejoice at having thus escaped the imme- 
diate grasp of the grim king of terrors, bI (hough they 
found themselves soon after immured in the hold 
of the French vessel, where they remained exceed- 
ingly doubtful as to the fate which awaited them. 
The prisoners were treated very harshly, and it 
was even hinted to them that lliey were to be re- 
moved on the morrow, that is, knocked on the 
head, to make room for a more valiiable de- 
scription of goods '. During the night, the pri- 
vateer was going though the Straits of Dover, 
when the prisoners heard a boat lowered about mid- 
night, and they guessed, from the ateppinga into it, 
that by far the greater number of the ship's crew 
had left her, to go upon some enterprise or other. 
Upon this Daveoant proposed to his comrades, that 
they should make an effort for tlieir freedom. 
Accordingly, after waiting a little to give the 
boat time to get away to some distance, they mBr 
naged, by a joint effort, to force up a hatchway, and 
then getting on deck, they seized handspikes, and 
such other heavy articles as would serve for wea- 
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pons of offence, and with theoe they immediately 
surprised aod overpowered those of the orew 
nho remained on board ; but they had not been 
master of the vessel long, before they found that 
there were three gun-boats nlongside of her, 
and a gruff Englisli voice bade tlie crew strike, 
or be blown to atoms ! Davenant, Mack, and 
the rest, were exceedingly astonished at tiiis, 
but before they could ofler any resistance, the 
vessel was boarded, and taken by the boats' 
crews, and when lights were procured, our 
hero was equally surprised and delighted to 
behold in the conqueror, his invaluable friend. 
Lieutenant Weatherburne, to wjiotn he ex- 
plained, iu a few words, the real condition of 
the French privateer ; and the naval officer, in 
reply, informed him (bat Monsieur and bis men 
had mistaken the Dreadnought for a lumbering 
East Indiaman going down Channel without con- 
voy, and that they had not discovered that they 
were on board of a seventy- four, until, iu reply to 
being tapped on the shoulder, and saluted as 
'' Mon prisonnier V he had stamped on the deck 
with his foot, and brought to his assistance upwards 
of ft hundred jolly tars, who right quickly secured 
Monaienr and his men, to their infinite surprise 
and confusion ! The Lieutenant had brought back 
the Captain and her crew all secured in irons, and 
leaving a midshipman and a few hands to take 
charge of the priie, and carry her into an Englisli 
port, he left the vessel, bruiging away Davenant. 
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Mack, and the other smugglers, were set free 

on the arrival of the prize in harboufj on ac- 
count of their gallant conduct, and the recom- 
mendation of Davenant. Our hero related to 
Weatherbume his disappointment at not finding 
the lieutenant wailing for him at the end of 
the pier; and the latter informed him tiiat he 
liad stayed there aa long as possible, but that 
he was obliged at length to quit the station, as a 
. breeze had sprung up, and the ship was getting 
under weigh. The Lieutenant now introduced 
Davenant to Captain Dauntless, the commander 
of the Dreadnought, who, on hearing his story, 
felt deeply interested about him, and informed 
him that his sliip was to form one of a squadron 
about to sail to the West Indies, and that our 
hero was welcome to remain in her, and go tliither, 
where he could sojourn until he should find it 
convenient and safe to return to England. Dave- 
nant expressed his thanks to the worthy Captain, 
and availed himself of so favourable an opportu- 
nity of getting out of the reach of his enemies. 



CHAPTER VI, 



The Dreadnought now anived at Spithedd ; and 
a few days after, the Admiral made the signal for 
sailing, upon which the squadron, consisting of 
ten Bail of the line and five transports, neighed 
anchor, and stood through the Needles. It 
waa not without emotion that Davenant beheld 
the shoTes of his native land sinking beneath the 
horizon, and reflected upon the uncertainty which 
there existed of his ever again returning to it ; 
but he forbore tormenting himself long, by an- 
ticipating evil, and resolved to seek pleasure in 
the novelties by which he was surrounded, and 
in those also which would open upon him when 
he arrived in the New World. He felt grieved, 
however, to be leaving England in total igno- 
rance of what had become of the CmrDegies, and 
more especially as he could not conceal from 
himself that Alice had made a deep impression 
on hia heart. Ere the day closed the squadron 
waa out of sight of land, and Leonard for the first 
time gazed with awe and admiration on iW tw^i 
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Bublimest objects in nature, — the expanded hea- 
and the expanded ocean, 



And be reflected how vast and wonderful thai 
Power which meted out the heavens with a span, 
and created this mighty ocean, filb'ng it with life 
and fitting it for navigation, and, notwithstanding 
its power and impetuosity, confining it within ita 
appointed bounds, so that, bke a rational being, 
it obeys the laws of its Creator, ebbing and flow- 
ing with the most admirable precision 



" Thine is a glorious volume — Nnture 1 each 
Line, leaf, pRge, is filled vlCli living lore ; 

Wisdom more pure than sage could ever [each, 
Aod all philosophy's divineal store. 

Rich lessons rise wberc'er ttiy tracks are trod, 

The book of Nature is the book of God." 



I 



Next to the works of the Almighty, our hero ad- 
mired that wonderful invention of man — the ship ! 
which triumphs over wind and wave, travels on 
with speed and secority through the trackless 
fields of ocean, and, as a fine writer has observed, 
" bringeth the ends of the earth into communion !" 
As the vessels of the fleet kept together on the 
voyage, the officers frequently dined with the 
Admiral, and with each other, and our hero also 
was often a guest at the tables of the other Cap- 
tains. Odc day he was visiting on board a trana- 
port, and during his stay the weather became 
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mtlier contrary and foggy, and the Admiral 
making a aignaj, which was not immediately ob- 
served on board of this veaael, one of the lieute- 
nants of the flag-*hip instantly fired into the trans- 
port, and the ball whialled close paat the head of 
Davenant, (who was walking on the quarter-deck 
at the time,) and grazed the apanker-boom. Sup- 
posing this to have been done with a deliberate 
intention of murdering him, our hero, in the heat 
of the moioent, snatched a musket from a marine, 
and returned the fire, ere the smoke of the 
Admiral's gnn had cleared off; but immedi- 
ately aware of the bad construction which might 
be put upon this action (justifiable as it was), he 
called for a boat, thai he might go on board the 
Admiral, and be the firs! to lodge a complaint and 
demand satisfaction, and tlie next moment he saw 
a boat about to push off A:om the Admiral to come 
on hoard the transport, and ascertain the reason 
of the fire being returned ; but this intention was 
given up when it was observed that the boat of 
the transport was steering for the flag-ship. As 
soon as out hero got on board of her, he walked 
ap to old Admiral Hardweatlier (who was pacing 
the quarter-deck in great agitation), and said, 
with boldness, "Sir, I was walking quietly along 
the deck of that transport just now, when some 
one belonging to your ship fired at me ; the ball 
only just missed me, and I cannot but look 
upon this as a deliberate attempt to murder me : I 
am therefore come to seek redress at yoni handa." 
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" And in return,'' said tlie Admiral, " I beg 
you to inform me wbo it was that lired into my 
ship from the transport, for I must prefer a simi- 
lar complaint against tbem, as the shot not only 
came near me, but actually carried away a lock 
of my wig!" 

" I am the person who returned the fire," said 
OUT bero, still maintaining the same firm demea- 
nour ; " and I consider, sir, that I was justified 
in BO doing, but I confess that I thus retaliated 
in the heat of the moment, and feel deeply grieved 
that I should have endangered your valuable ex- 
istence ; but still, sir, I must persist in requiring' 
of you that the man who attempted my life ahall 
be brought forward and punished." 

" Sir," said the Admiral, " we have no mur- 
derers here, we slay none but the enemies of our 
country ; but by ray commission, air, it is I who 
will look for redress, for, notwithstanding your 
pretended indignation and complaints, I must tell 
you that it appears on the face of it to have been 
a deliberate intention on your part to murder me, 
and insult his Majesty's flag! and therefore I 
shall have you immediately put into irons, and 
tried for the offence : by heavens, sir, this is a 
more serious business than you are aware of ; — 
what ! insult bis Majesty's flag, and attempt to 
murder his Admiral!" The veteran then shook his 
head, and walked about in a towering passion, 
repeating to himself, " Very serious indeed I insult 
his Majesty's flag!— insult his Majesty's flag!" 
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" I did not intend either to burt yon, or insult 
lijs Majesty's flag," replied Davenant ; " I thonght 
of neither at the moment I fired ; my only object 
waa to hit the villain who tried to murder me." 

" Here, Mr. Jackson," said the Admiral, calling 
to one of his lieutenants, who was aft, and who 
immediately came forward, " were you the 
person who fired into that transport?" 

" I was, sir," replied tlie officer. 

" And did you aim at this gentleman, or at any 
other person, who was on the quarter-deck ?" 

" Certainly not, sir," replied the lieutenant, 
astonished at the question. "I only adhered to the 
custom of the navy on such occasions ; for as the 
transport did not answer the signal, 1 fired at her 
sails, in order to caU the attention of the master." 

" Right, sir : 'tia the custom of the navy, you 
see, Mr. Davenant i my lieutenant has only done 
Ilia duty, and how can you say that he fired at 
you when he aimed at the sails 7" 

" If you will send some one on board the trans- 
port," said Davenant to the Admiral, " they will 
see the mark made by the ball in the spanker- 
boom, not six feet from the deck." 

The Admiral accordingly sent an ofiicer on 
board, who in a short time returned and corro- 
borated the statement of our hero throughout, 
upon which the Commander was much softened, 
and turning to Lieutenant Jackson, he said, 

" You were a bad shot, air, to fire at the lop- 
sail and hit the boom I" 
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To tell you the truth, sir," replied the lieu- 
tenant, " the veflBel fell into the trough of the aea 
as I waa in the act of firing, which occasioned the 
point of the piece to become depressed, and this 
accounts for the circumstance ; but I freely 
apologize to tliis gentleman, and regret that I 
should in any way have put his life in jeopardy." 

" Are you aatistied with this?" said the A* 
ral, turning to Davenant. 
" Perfectly," was the reply. 
" Then shake hands, boys," said old Hard- 
weather, " and come and dine with me to-day, 
and drink wine together ; and the Lord be praised 
that you both came short of your markH I" 

The lieutenant immediately stepped up to our 
hero, and frankly oflered hia hand, which Dave- 
nant shook with a warmth that proved that uo 
remains of displeasure, or wish for retaliation, 
existed in his bosom. He continued on board the 
Admiral's ship according to the invitation, and 
na^ not sorry to be a guest in the cabin, instead 
of a prisoner in the hold ! 

Soon after this tlie weather became very unfii- 
vourahle, and those singular little harbingers of 
the approaching tempest, called stormy petrels, 
or Mother Carey's chickens, were seen in great 
numbers skimming up and down the waves in the 
wakesof the vessels, for 

" Amidst the flashing and feathery fosm. 
The stormy petrel finds a home." 
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Tlie sailors, on observing them, would shake 
their heads, and, cursing these ominous birds, 
declare that many a gallant ship would likely go 
down before the presaged gale had expended ita 
friiy. It had been blowing pretty hard all day, 
Rtid the sky had been so obscured by clouds that 
nn observations could be taken ; towards even- 
ing the gale increased rapidly in violence, so 
that preparations were making for it with all 
speed ; but its burst was still so sudden that the 
Dreadnought had her gib blown clean out of the 
boll-rapes, some of her topsaiU also were blown 
to ribbons, and she was immediately laid nearly 
upon her beam-ends, and thns continued to 
plough the raging deep, at inmiinent risk of being 
capsized ; however, the crew succeeded in get- 
ting in the remainder of her topsails, and then by 
reefing the lower sails, she rii^hted a little, and 
went on steadier before the wind and sea. Most 
of the other ships of the fleet had been also some- 
what taken by surprise, and were more or less 
damaged, but now all scudded along under 
coiiTseB, like the Dreadnonght. 

Davenant, who had never before seen a great 
storm on the main ocean, was perfectly amazed 
at ita violence and grandeur ; the sea, now risen 
mountains high, was one vast sheet of foam, and 
the mighty ships were frequently invisible to him 
as tbey sunk in the hoUows of the billows ; every 
instant the wind blew harder and harder, howl- 
ing, whistling, and wailing, through the cordage 



M8 THE ESCAPE. 

of the vessel, whilst above head the gloom traa 
deepening fast every instant, as much by the 
scud or clouds which were flying through the 
heavens as by the approach of night. Altogether 
appearances were terrific, and yet amidst ail this 
horror and danger a feeling of triumplt and 
pleasure thrills the soul of the voyager thus cn- 
reering amidst the enraged elements. 

" Oh, who can tell, save he whose heart hath tried, 
And danced in triumph o'er the water* wide, 
The eiultiag sense, the pulse's madd'niag play. 
That thrills [he wanderer of that tmcklesa way." 

. " This is what even a sailor will call blowing 
hard, I BUppose," said Davenant to his friend the 
Lieutenant, who was standing on the quarter- 
deck, and looking anxiously up at the top-gallant- 
masta, as if calculating how much longer they 
would stand the tremendous pressure of the gale, 
which bent them like willow twigs ! 

" You are right," repbed Weatherburne ; "but 
there will be another hand at the bellows yet; 
we shall have a night of it, I assure you, and the 
Lord only knows whether the ship will weather 
it, for 1 never saw things look worse." 

There were now four men at the wheel, and 
yet the helm was managed with great difficulty. 
The night now came on, and as the Lieulenant 
had predicted, the gale increased greatly in fury ; 
" deep called unto deep," and the mighty 
ship reeled and staggered like a drunken man. 
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DKrenant bad retired to his hammock, and en- 
deaTDured to resign himself to the event of 
the ship fQimdering, nhich became very pro- 
bable. Every time the vessel rolled, it seemed 
impossible to him, from the length of lime that she 
remained on her side, that she could ever again 
right herself, and when she pitched, she became 
so nearly on eod tha.t she seemed to be going 
down bead foremost to tile caverns of the deep. 

It was now midnight, and matters were be- 
coming worse every moment ; no signals could 
be either seen or heard, and a sea now struck the 
vessel on her larboard quarter, which dashed a 
boat to atoms, and hurried some of its fragments 
along the decks, with several tuns of water : 
this wu almost immediately succeeded by the 
cmsfaing fall of tLe maintop-gallant most, which 
went over the side, carrying a man along with it. 

Davenant, on hearing this terrible uproar, 
which was still further heightened by the tramp- 
ling of feet and the cries of men, fully con- 
cluded that all was now over, and that the ship 
was actually foundering, and he scrambled up 
upon deck to ascertain the real state of things ; 
but when he arrived there, he found that his ap 
prehensions of immediate destruction were ground- 
less, for the gallant vessel, though greatly dis- 
tressed, was still careering through the weltering 
sea, still surmounting its raging waters : some of 
the crew were engaged in clearing away the 
wreck, whilst Lieutenant Weatherburne and so- 
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vera! men were attempting to save the man wbo 
liad fallen overboard, and ivho continued to utter 
appalling cries forLelp.whichwere heard far above 
the dill of the tempest ; but vain, was every en- 
deavour to effect this humane intention ; there 
was no letting the sheets fly now, no deadening 
the ship's way, for, like the world, she drove on 
rapidly, and left the poor wretch to Ids fate. 
HeD<:oopB, oara, and other things, were hastily 
flung overboard, but all to no purpose ; the man 
was doomed, and he soon sank exhausted into 
his stormy grave, amidst the bowlings of the 
blast, which sung his funeral dirge ! 

The night continued to be dreadfully tempes- 
tuous, and although the Dreadnought survived it, 
she suffered much, for before morning her mizen- 
topmast went overboard also, having been car- 
ried away as clean as if cut by a knife. In ad- 
dition to this, there vnis found to be four feet 
water in the hold, so that the pumps were kept 
constantly going : great apprehensions were now 
entertained for tlie ship's safety : every moment 
it was expected that her other masts would go, 
whilst the water continued to increase rather than 
diminish. At length the welcome day broke, and 
the weeping morn arose upon this night of hor- 
rors ; when the gale abating somewhat in its 
fury, they succeeded in wearing the ship ; and as 
soon as objects became distinctly visible, one of 
the squadron (and the only one to be seen), a 
large eighty-gun ship, was discovered at no great 
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distance to windward ; she was down upon her 
tarboard-4]uaiter, and a most melancholy object, 
for she was a complete wreck, and entirely at 
the mercy of wind and wave ; ahe had neither 
mast, bowsprit, or rudder left ; bulnark and 
gnn were alike gone ; the beaom of destruction 
had swept her from stem to stem, and over the 
wide battle-field of her decks the ineulling 
billowa were continually rolling, threatening to 
aweep away every instant the wretched remains 
of her crew. At imminent nsk of life, Lieute- 
nant Weatherburne volunteered to go in a boat 
with a few hands, and endeavour to take the men 
off the wreck, but his humane intentions were 
not carried into effect, for the boat was still in 
the slings, and only just about to touch the agi- 
tated ocean, when the wreck was seen " to give 
a heel to port," and then went down liead-fnre- 
moat, carrying all along with her, and the ne^J 
moment nothing was to be seen but a void and 
tumbling ocean — nothing heard 

'• Save thewildwind and [be remorseless dttsh of biUowB." 

At length the gale died away, and now the 
billows, which had in some degree been kept 
under by the furioua winda which rode over them, 
rose in a tremendous ground swell, which at 
one time lifted up the vessel almost to the clouds, 
and at another melted from beneath her, as if 
about to leave her stranded upon the very bed of 
the Atlantic, and the consequence of these lon^ 
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seas was a vast increase of motion, and far less 
steady thao that which the vessel experienced 
when driving before the tempest ; for she now 
laboured so much that there was imminent 
danger of her rolling her masts overboard, aa 
frequently happens to vessels which have sur- 
vived the fary of a gale. If Davenant had been 
amazed at the terrific appearance of the ocean agi- 
tated by the tempest, he was now awe-struck, and 
full of admiration, at the sight of these enormoiis 
seas, which literally rolled mountains high, and 
his head grew dizzy when the ship was swinging 
on the summit of some Alpine billow : he looked 
down into the abyss beneath, and when she was at 
the bottom of the fearful depth, the mountainous 
seas both gloomed her with their shadows, and 
appeared frecjuently about to overwhelm her ; 
when these subsided somewhat, the breeze catch- 
ing the tops of the billows, flung the spray alofl 
as in sport, and these reflecting the sun's rays, 
formed thousands of miniature or marine-rain- 
bnws, which have an exceedingly beautiful ap- 
pearance. 

The Dreadnought fortunately escaped without 
losing any more of her masts, and the leak having 
been stopped soon after the gale was over, the 
ship's carpenters were set to work, new masis 
were set up to replace those which had been 
carried away, and in every other respect she was 
soon made as trim as ever, and now continued 
ber voyage alone, as not another vessel of the 
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squadron was seen until her arrival in the West 
Indies. In a short tioie after the gale, the Dread- 
nought entered the Trades : these winds extend to 
30 degrees of latitude on each side of the equa- 
tor, blowing on the north side from the north- 
east, and on the south side from the souUi-east, 
and so steadily and strong that vessels which arc 
ordinary sailers usually travel hefore them at the 
rate of ten or eleven knots an hour. 

One morning early, a n\an aloft cried out (hat 
he saw two sail on the lee-bow. 

" What can you make of ihem ?" said the First 
Lieutenant. 

" Why, tiiey looks werry like two great big 
French men-o'-war, or Hingee-roen," replied Jack. 

"Here, young Hardy," said WeaUterbume to 
a middy, who was at hand, "jump down into my 
cabin, and bring me up my glass ?" 

He telescope was brought instanter, Hiid the 
Lieutenant slinging it about him, ran up the 
miseu shrouds, and ascending to the cross-trees, 
presently brought the distant objects within the 
field of his telescope, when he almost instantly 
resluiig the glass, saying, with high glee as he 
descended, " Two French frigates of the largest 
class, or my name's not Tom Weatherbiirne !'' 

Captain Dauntless, who was now on the quar- 
ter-deck, and heard this, inunediately took his 
glaas^ went up himself, and the result of his ob- 
I went to confirm the opinion of his 
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A bare poBsibility of siicceaa, any thing short 
of downright temerity, and an unwarrantable risk 
of the lives of those he commanded, and Caplaio 
Dauntless waft always eager to engage ; and now 
having pretty well ascertained the strength of the 
enemy, he gave orders to clear for action, and 
these were obeyed by the bold British tars with 
their characteriatic alacrity. The hammocku were 
piped up and arranged ; the guns loaded, run 
out, and manned ; the saw-dust strewed on the 
decks to absorb the blood, and every tiling, in 
short, was speedily in a state of preparation for 
the expected engagement. 

" "niey are crowding all sail," exclaimed Jack, 
who still continued aloft on the look out. " Then 
we will crowd all sail too," said Capt. Dauntless- 

" Up, lads ! shake out the reefs, and aet the 
Htud-sails." 

On hearing this, the brave fellows raced Dp the 
rigging, ran out upon the yards^ and in do time 
at all, as Paddy would say, the Dreadnought had 
out as much canvass as her yards would spread ; 
studding-sails alow and aloft, topgallants, royals, 
sky-scrapers, and moon-rakers, and away she went 
under this great press of sail, in chase of the 
gallies of France. 

The French ships sailed well, but the English 
seventy-four sailed better, and gained fast upon 
them, to the infinite joy of Captain Dauntless 
and Ilia crew ; by noon the distance was so short- 
ened between the Dreadnought and her enemies 
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(hat she begEm to fire at them with her bow- 
chasers, and these introfluctory compliments were 
returned by the French Tngatea Irom their stem- 
chasers ; but there was bttle or no damage done 
while they were thus placing at long balls, and 
which did not last long, lor the enemy seeing tliat 
there was no longer any chance of escape, backed 
tli^T sails, and lay to, awaiting their intrepid foe, 
who presently came up in most gallant style, and, 
running smack between them, paid them each the 
compliment of a tremendous broadside. This 
was speedily returned, and the battle raged most 
violently. The British ship seemed to be in the 
very midst of the elements of destruction, and the 
smoke, the deafening thunders of the broadsides, 
the roar of the musketry, the crashing of masts, 
the cries and shouts, were sufficient to disorder 
any man that bad not nerves of iron, and yet 
the British Commander, in the midst of all this 
confusion, havoc, and strife, issued his orders 
aa coolly and collectedly as if only directing the 
manceuvres of a sham-fight, whilst the crew, by 
the jollity of their looks, the spring of their heels, 
and Aeir A^quent hurrahs, shewed that they 
considered as capital sport this game of war, in 
which life and limb is the frequent forfeit. During 
the engagement our hero was not idle, for, on one 
of the midshipmen being killed, he took the eom- 
mand of the gun, and peppered away with great 
spirit at the ancient enemies of liis country. 
Amongst the dreadful effects of the first 
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brcmdsides of the enemy, the man at the 
helm of the Dreadnought had his head takea oS. 
and a yoimg reefer, who had never before 
Mmelt powder, stood looking, with horror and 
cariosity in his countenance, at tliis instance 
of the swift destruction and havoc of war : the 
next object that struck him was the body of a 
Serjeant of niarinea completely severed by a 
chain shot ; then a man crushed like a beetle 
by the falling of a mast ; whilst legs and arms, 
brains, and other portions of bodies, were pre- 
sently scattered about the deck. From his stupor, 
however, he vtaa roused by a lieutenant apeaJdng 
sharply to him, and ordering him to attend to a 
gun ; and as 18 frequently the case, wliilat we are 
contemplating the i'all of others, we sink ourselveH, 
so this poor lad was included in the list of alaiii, 
made by another broadside, which knocked twu 
port-holes into one, killed the second lieutenant, 
and every other soul at the two guna, to one o( 
which this unfortunate middy had been ordered. 

As an instance of the coolness of a British tar, 
we may add, that the boatswain having lost an 
arm, and being otherwise severely wounded, sit 
himself down on a coil of a rope prior to being 
carried down to the cockpit, and notwithstandicg 
his sufferings, he with his remaining hand took 
out his beloved tobacco-bos, in order to refresh 
himself with a quid, — Jack's never-failing solane; 
but, alas ! before he could effect his purpose, ■ 
diacourteous ball took off the head of a comrade 
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rloseby.coveted the boatswain with hisbrainsjand, 
what \Tas worse than all, dashed his tobR.ccn-hox 
out of his hand ! U|ioji this. Jack very coolly 
wiped away the brains from his face, and ex- 
claimed, " Never fear, there's a shot in the 
locker yet ; Tom Taffrail kept a good ' baccy- 
bos,' and I'll just make free to take the loan of 
it ;" and with that the poor maimed tar, regard- 
less alike of pain and danger, crawled to the port' 
hole where the body of his shipmate was lying, 
and cooUy possessed himself of the abject of his 
desires, although the cannon of the enemy were 
blazing away tremendously at the time, and the 
balls and splinters were flying thick around him. 
Having effected his purpose in safety. Jack re- 
turned to his coil, and tliere continued exhorting 
his comrades nntil he was taken down to the 

One of the French frigates now shot a-head, 
and getting upon the larboard bow of the Dread- 
nought, ran on board of her, and the action in 
consequence became more close and sanguinary ; 
for whilst in tliis position, the enemy endeavoured 
to board the English ship. The other French 
frigate also attempted to board her at the same 
time, and her Captain, a very bold fellow, leaped 
into the mizen-chains of the Dreadnought, and suc- 
ceeded in getting on board with a number of his 
men, whom he cheered frequently, and led on 
nobly ; but Captain Dauntless himself met the 
French chief hand to hand, and the pistol of llie 




latter, which was aimed at him, missing its mark, he 

instantly cut down the brave Gaul, and his men 

dispatched his followers of the boarders. 

Weatherbume, in the meantime, was on the 
forecastle deck, fighting like a lion, and effectu- 
ally defeating all the elTorts of the French to get 
footing in that quarter. 

At this crisis it was discoTered that the afler- 
cabins of the Dreadnought were on fire, in con- 
sequence of some combustibles having been flung 
into them, by the enemy, through the cabin- 
windowa, and the flames soon raged so fiercely, 
that the greatest number of the hands were or- 
dered aft to aid in extinguishing them ; the 
battle, however, still continued, but not much 
longer, as both of the French frigates were by 
this time weary of fighting, for oue of them had 
suffered so much that her Captain was glad of the 
opportunity of sheering ofi*, which he did, leaving 
the other vessel to its fate ; but the crew of the 
latter, which was quite crippled, worked her away 
with great difficulty to a sufficient distance to 
avoid the danger of the expected explosion of the 
Dreadnought ; but, fortunately, this did not take 
place, as by very great exertions on the part of 
the officers and crew, the fire did not reach the 
magazine. 

And now the British Captain began agaiu 
to look out for his foes ; he perceived that one 
vessel was only a little to leeward, but the other 
iiad made so much of her time that she was " hall 
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dowD," and her masts alone were visible in relief 
on the orb of the setting sun. Again was the 
Dreadnought laid alongside of the enemy, but 
the latter hawled down her colours without liriug 
another shot, whereupon Captain Dauntless ordered 
the third lieutenant and a number of hands to 
take possession of the prize, and conduct her to 
En e; land. 

Although in the midst of the hottest fire, nearly 
all the time, yet had the English Commander 
escaped with only a slight scratch on the knee 
from a splinter, but he was excessively fatigued 
by his great exertions, yet would not allow him- 
self either rest or refreshment until he had seen 
all his wounded men properly attended to. 

Davenant and Weatherbume both escaped 
with trifling wounds, so that they were enabled to 
assist at the melancholy ceremony of burying the 
dead after the action. The bodies of the slain 
were sewed up in their hammocks, with a cannon- 
shot in each, and were then all arranged in a. 
grating which slanted to the ship's side, and after 
the burial service was read, the signal was given, 
and the grating was lifted up so high that the 
bodies slid off it into their honourable ocean-grave. 

The state of the Dreadnought, after a battle and 
a fire, may be imagined : she had, as we have said, 
been placed in the midst of the very elements of 
destruction, and bore marks of their violence ; but in 
an incredible short space of time almost all traces 
of the late action were obliterated in her ; evei^ 
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thing was made quite " ship-shape" again, and 
pursued her eouTse steadily, and soon after 
led the tropic of Cancer. The heat now be- 
■■ so intense, that without the awning it had 
been impossible to remain long on deck, for the 
very pitch in the seams of the boards of the deck 
was always in a melting slate, if exposed to the 
fierce beams of the great monarch of day, whose 
more particular or favourite dominions Davenant 
found himself to be now entering. 

Our hero as yet had not wearied of hia voy- 
age, as many do, and instead of resorting to 
cards, chess, or the bottle, he loved rather to keep 
on deck as much as possible, and view the won- 
ders of nature in these her vast domains — for to a 
mind and heart rightly constituted she is never 
destitute of interest. The risings and settings 
of the sun he noticed to be ten thousand times 
more splendid than he had ever witnessed them 
ashore. Oue evening in particular the appearance 
of the heavens, on the retiring of the lord of day, 
was gorgeous in the extreme : from behind vast piles 
of clouds of purple and gold, which formed the 
curtains of his ocean bed, he shot forth rays which 
extended over a full quarter of the heavens, and 
were each as variegated and bright as a rainbow. 
The moon and stars, also, our hero remarked to 
look larger and brighter as the ship progressed 
southward, and like a reflection of the host of 
heaven was the sparkling of the water at the 
bows and stem of the sliip, where there was most 
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■notion. Respecting the cauaes of thia singular 
appearance, natural pbilusophers seem to be di- 
vided ; some sapposing it to be the saline par- 
ticles rendered bright by friction ; others, that 
it is occasioned by animalculie. 

Sometimes our bero would observe that beau- 
tiful little navigator, iLe nautdua, spreading its 
tiny sail to the breeze, and sailing by as in mi' 
micry of the work of man ; and at another, his 
eye rested with peculiar delight on a distant sail, 
and he found it to be a perfect luxury of feeling, 
when on one occasion they spoke a great houie- 
ward-bound East-lodiaman, after being fur a 
length of time on the wide ocean alone, and 
which gives to the mind the impression of tra- 
versing a world unitiliabited by man. 

The dolphin and the shark were now fre- 
quently seen, and sometimes the shadowy form 
of a great spermaceti whale would be observed 
glancing by. The crew were now becoming very 
desirous of catching some dolphiiis ; and one day, 
when the wind was not very strong, numerous 
flights of flying-fish were seen, and this always 
indicates that the dolphin is at hand, as he is the 
eternal persecutor of tliis beautiful and enlraor- 
dinary little creature ; some of tlie flying-fish were 
so hard pressed that they flew on board, and 
stack in the rigging, and it was amusing to ob- 
serve the chase ; immediately the fish rises, the 
dolphin leaps after it, but if he misses bis object. 
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he continuea swimming on, and frequently tie 
flying-fish, exhausted by its eKertions in the air, 
drops into the mouth of its enemy : but 

" Now for the sport ot death the crew preptire ;" 

and they caught several dolphins, by making a 
bait of strips of pork and feathers, so as to re- 
semble a flying-fish ; this was attached to a line, 
and thrown overboard, and when the dolphin ap- 
proached it, he was immediately transfised by a 
kind of harpoon, called a grange or shifting- 
gig ; this iias five barbed prongs, and a very long 
shaft, and this so fastened by a rope, that the 
very instant the lish is struck it is canted np 
into the air, and so prevented from struggling 
and escaping, which it would do, if it remained a 
moment or two under water. Almost every dolphin, 
when opened, had a flying-fish lying at length in 
its maw ; some in the last stages of digestion, and 
others only recently swallowed so that they could 
be taken out and used as bait Our hero, who had 
In common with e\ery one heard of the beautiful 
changes of colour exhibited by the dying dolphin, 
was cunou'4 to observe whether this was fact or 
fable and found as usual that truth lay between 
the extremes — that there was certainly some 
foundation for the statement, but that the dies 
were not so splendid as some voyagers have 
described 

The good ship was now last approaching the 



Windward IslaadSj when there feil a calm 
dead calm, aod she was 



' ' Like a pointed ship □] 



a painted oi 



nhe lay like a log in tbe water, the useless saila 
depended from the yards, aa if they were merely 
cloths hung there to bleach ; the sea was without 
a ripple, and the heat so intense that even in tlie 
shade the thermometer maa at 96°. 

The Toyager, who haa contrived to amiiBe 
himself hitherto, is sure to become completely 
ennuied by a calm ; every thing is then literally 
at B stand-still ; the never-failing amusement of 
looking at the Captain'a chart, and remarking the 
progress of the veaael, which ia there lined ont, 
is now at an end : the sailors, too, are idle and 
disgusted, and spend the time in wliiatling for the 
wind. However, to relieve the tedium of this 
unwelcome state, an object was descried at no 
great distance from the vessel, and which ap- 
peared to be a rock, or island, or it might be soTne 
large veasel that had been upset. To ascertain the 
truth. Lieutenant Weatherbume ordered a boat, 
and went to it, when he found it to be the dead car- 
case of an enormous whale, and the water around 
it was iu considerable agitation, by reason of 
numbers of sharks who were tugging and tear- 
ing at the body. One of these tyrants of the 
deep paid the Dreadnought a visit ; he was of 
vast dimensions, and looked exceedingly noble 
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^^^H ELS he awaiii rouud the ship, and to add to his 
^^^^H Gtate he wna attended by half a dozen pilot fish, 
^^^1 who uerve him as tlie jackall is said to do the 
F lion ; tliey are very beautiful, being (as far as we 

recollect) about the size of a large mackerel, and 

■ having alternate rings of yellow and purple, or 

^^^^ slate blue, round the body. The bait, consisting 
^^^H of n large piece of pork, fixed on an enomtuus 
^^^V hook, to which a strong rope was attached, was 
^^^^ flung overboard, and the appearance and splash, 
caused by its fall into the water, by no means 
I alarmed or disconcerted the shark, who remained 

I at a little distance eyeing the bait, but manifest- 

ing no immediate intention of seizing it ; but his 
attei|dants, the pilot fish, swam up to it, and having 

I apparently examined it minutely, they returned 
to their master to make their report, whereupon 
he also came within a little distance of it, and 
surveyed it, but as if auspicious of danger, or from 
contempt of its size, ((hough no small moiithfal 
either,) he turned away, and with one dart 
he was out of sight; but he returned in the 
course of a few minutes, and then again ap- 
proaching the bait, his fonner suspicions seemed 
to be quite lulled, for without any further cere- 
mony he turned half on his side, and seized it ; 
but he had no sooner done so than he found 
liimself hooked by the upper jaw, and tremen- 
dous were the struggles he made through pain, 
and an attempt to disengage himself; but his 
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erertionB Otdy aerved to fix the fatal hook more 
securely : he was not sutTered to remain long in 
the water, for almost immediately after he was 
thus fixed, he was hauled up to a sufficient height 
to allow of another rope being fastened round his 
middle, which was done with great speed, and he 
was th-en brought upon the forecastle deck, where 
he was suffered to beat himself till he was exhaueted 
by his exertions, when his tail was chopped off, and 
a knife plunged into his heart ; he was then raea- 
SDred, hung up by the head, and opened, and It 
was formidable indeed to took into his cavemouB 
jaws, which were wide enough to receive the 
body of a man, and armed with a triple row of teeth, 
which made the spectator regard as no fables 
the account he had heard of limbs and bodies 
being severed by them. In the maw were found 
some relics which struck horror into the observers ; 
these were portions of a man's dress, but it was 
hoped that the owner was dead ere he became a 
prey to this dreadful monster of the deep, — pro- 
bably a corpse flung on tlie sea-shore, or one 
that had been regularly buried. As the shark 
was so old, and withal appeared to have been 
preying upon a human body, the sailors did not 
care to appropriate the part near the tail to their 
use : this is the only portion which is at all eatable, 
except in a very young shark ; accordingly having 
satisfied curiosity, the remains of the tyrant of 
the deep were flung overboard, and it was then 
remarked that the pilot fish had remained roimd 



the ship all the time, wonderiog no doabt at the 
freak wlijch their master was suddenly seized with 
of going on board. As soon aa they saw his re- 
mains they seemed astonished, swimming round if 
as it sank, apparently unable to account at all for 
his unusual appearance. Owing to the stillness of 
the water, these faithful attendants were seen to a 
great depth. As a proof that the remorseless shark 
is not without its tormentor, there were two or three 
sucking fish found attached to its body : this is a 
most singular little creature ; its colour is black, 
with a white belly, and its peculiarity is, that the 
crown of its head is flat, oval, and ridgy or fur- 
rowed, which gives it a power of fixing itself to 
the sides of ships and bodies of large fish. This 
quality induced the ancients to believe that this 
fish had the power o( stopping the progress of a 
ship, although in full sail ! The Indians of Cuba 
and Jamaica (that is, the Aborigines) used to tame 
it, and fish with it. They secured it by a long 
fine lijie, lo whirh a buoy was attached, and then 
they Sung it into the water, when it would pursue 
and fix upon any fish it could see. 

Whilst the ship lay thus becalmed, two of the 
crew quarrelled, and one of them knocked the 
other overboard, who, melancholy to relate, never 
came up again, as is frequently the case in seas 
where sharks abound; and without doubt be had 
fallen a victim to one. As the wretch who had 
committed this murderous act did not seem to 
regret the circumstance in the least, he was 
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fanmght to a court-martial, and coodemDed to be 
" keel-hauled :" they would have hanged him, 
but it appeared at the time to be more a tase of 
manslaughter than of deliberate murder, although 
the remorseless conduct of the prisoner seemed to 
warrant the court in condemning him as a mur- 
derer. When the culprit heard the sentence, he 
implored the court to hang him at once, for that 
death would be preferable to so horrid a punish- 
ment, for he would thereby be exposed to the 
sharks, which made the heart of the villain to 
quail within him, though he had not shuddered 
in the least at the contemplation of his comrade 
suffering what he now so much dreaded the bare 
possibility of encountering. 

The sentence, however, was executed soon after, 
and in the following manner : — The whole ship's 
company being assembled, the prisoner was brought 
on deck ; he was a sullen, ferocious-looking fel- 
low, and he now endeavoured to assume a look 
of indifference ; but the blanched cheek and the 
quivering lip betrayed the apprehension which 
filled hia breast. The executioners of the sen- 
tence now secured him by two strong ropes, one 
of nhich was passed under the ship's keel, and 
by the other he was lowered down into the sea, 
and then dragged beneath the vessel, and brought 
np on the opposite side, when, to aggravate his pu- 
nishraenl, a gun was hred over his head, and he was 
hoisted upon deck in a most deplorable condition 



The ahip had now lain becalmed for nearly 
three days and nights, when fortunately, about 
eight o'clock one evening, a smart breeze 
sprung up, and all was life and motion again. 
Now that the sliip was approaching the land, 
many aquatic birds were seen, particularly one 
called by sailors the " booby," a name it richlj 
deserves. It is nearly as large as a goose, but iti 
shape it more resembles a gull : one of these 
birds perched one evening upon the extreme end 
of the main royal yard, which is at a great heigh) 
from the deck ; Lieutenant Weatherbume laid 
Davenant a wager tliat he would capture him, 
without gun, net, or any other contrivance, but 
simply with his hands ; but our hero ridiculed the 
idea, and said that the creature must perceive his 
approach and take wing long before he would be 
able to get near the spot it had chosen for its 
roosting place. The Lieutenant now stole up the 
shrouds, like a cat up a walnut-tree, and at lenglh 
arrived at the yard, when our hero expected 
every instant to see the bird start and fly away, 
but no such thing ; there it sat as heavy with 
sleep as any toper could be, and the Lieutenant 
had seized it by neck and wing, ere it was aware 
of the vicinity of an enemy. The captor brought 
down his prisoner, but not without some difGcutty, 
as it managed to scream and llutter a good deal ; 
however, a.i soon as it was phiced on Ihe deck. 
and, on account of the bulwarks, it could not get a 
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Mr prospect of the sea, and theiefore manit'eHted 
no desire to depart, b\ii remained for some days 
on board, picking up very contentedly nhalever 
of edible came in its way ; at length, having 
hopped up to the how of the long boat, whence 
a view of the sea could be obtained, he tnok wing, 
and away. 

It was about six o'clock one Invely morning, 
that the man at the mast-head gave " the cry of 
land ;" and those only who have been confined on 
flhipboard for weeks, with no other prospect but 
that of sea and sky, can imagine the thrill of de- 
light which pervades (he frame of the voyager 
when he hears this joyful cry. Weatherbourne 
went aloft, and Davenant followed him, and 
saw the faint outline nf that new and mag- 
nificent world which first opened upon the 
Tiaion of Columbus, and realized the sagacious 
conjeclures of that most extraordinary man. At 
length the mere outline became larger and higher 
every moment, till it appeared broken into a series 
of small hills, which, however, proved, on a 
nearer approach, to be the summils of lofty 
mountains, peak after peak becoming succes- 
sively visible, then tlie lower ridges, and, lastly, 
whole islands themselves. The Dreadnought 
passed through the midst of them, and beautiful 
and peaceful did they appear, with their verdant 
sides and palmy shores. 

Without casting anchor, the ship quitted the 
Windward Islands, and sped her way to leeward, 
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and in a few dayn the Blue Mountains of Jamaica 
wtfre aeeii rising out of the Oarribbean Maiu; 
.r approach, our Lero was astoniBhed 
at their stenmesa and grandeur. The clouds 
capped the summit of the loftiest peak of tlie 
rauge, and forests seldom explored, and of aia- 
jestic growth, clotlied the lower ridges, wliilat at 
the base (vere seen vast and beautiful savannahs, 
with noble plantations, dotted here and 
there with the sugar-works and planters' houses. 
half hid amidst cocoa-nut trees, and other varieties 
of the palm, which strike the eye of the European, 
as giving to these itouthern landscapes a truly 
Indian aspect. 

The ship being now near her destination, a 

black pilot came on board, who in a short lime 

conducted the ship into the magnificent L 
of Port Royal, where she cast anchor. 




The harbour of Port Royal is so vast, and yit so 
safe, that a thousand ships may ride in it, secure 
fromevery wind that blows, unless, indeed, when a 
hurricane prevails, and even the fury of that 
dreadful visitation is not greatly felt in it. The 
ci^ to nhich this harbour belongs was once th<^ 
richest and most populous iu the New World ; it 
was the emporium of the West Indies, and not 
a little enriched by those desperate men, the 
buccaneers of America, who made it their chief 
place of resort ; for here they found a ready 
market for their booty, and abundance of every 
thing which could minister to the gratification of 
their appetites. The city was in this flourishing 
state when, in the year 1692, an earthquake 
took place which shook, the whole island of 
Jamaica, to its foundations, and in two minutes 
utterly destroyed Port Royal, sinking the very 
graond which it stood upon, with the houses, 
to the depth of forty fathoms ; and the water as 
it rushed in carried a seventy-four gun ship over 
the tops of the sinking buildings. Even to this day 
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H of these edifices may be seen when 
the wafer is tranquil. 

The deslructioii, hoivever, waa not confined lo 
Port Ruyal, but extended to all parts of the island 
—scarcely a house naa left standing ; whole 
sii^ar works were swalloned up, and large lakes 
L their sfead, A mountain also was as 
completely severed through the middle, from the 
summit to the base, ax if it had been sawn 
ajiunder. All the wells in the island spouted out 
tlieir waters i^ith great violence to an astonisliing 
height; most of the rivers were stopped up for 
hours by the falling of rocks and mountains, 
until, forming new channelH, they burst away in a 
deluge which devastated immenae tracts of cul- 
tivated land. 

After the principal shock, was over, all who 
conld, embarked on board ship, where tliey conti- 
nued nearly two months, as the shock lasted for 
that space of time. But the consequence of the 
noisome vapours which attended this terrible 
earthquake was a general sickness, which swept 
away upwards of three thousand of the viretclied 
inhabitants. 

The Dreadnought waa tlie first ship of the 
squadron which gained her destination ; however 
in the course of a week, the rest came dropping 
in; so that the number was complete, with the 
exception of the one which had foundered at aea. 
Not long after the arrival of the squadron, 
there was a nunour of an intended expedition 
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against some of the French and Spanish settle- 

TTie French in partipular had given great 
offence by their proceedings in the West Indies 
at thia time ; for they had landed in Tubngo, an 
island belonging to Great Britain, and there, 
withont leave asked, built strong Forts and founded 
a settlement. But the Governor of Barbadoes, 
not approving of these doings, diapatphed a 
frigate to Tobago, with orders to drive ont the 
French. 

TLe captain of the English man-of'War had 
no sooner given the French chief to understand 
that he should resort to force unless he evacuHled 
the island forthwith, than the latter demolished 
the forts, re-embarked his troops, and sailed back 
to Martinique. This spirited conduct on the part 
of the Governor of Barbadoes was much talked 
of at this time. 

On the Captain going ashore, Davenant accom- 
panied him ; and when he again found himself 
upon terra-firma, he greatly rejoiced. Port 
Royal did not detain him long, but he felt in- 
terested in seeing a place, or rather the remains of 
a city, 80 devoted to destruction : earthquakes, 
hnrricanes, and fires, had spent their rage upon 
it, until it had almost ceased to exiHt, a small 
strip of land alone remaining above the sea. upon 
which stands a few houses, a naval hospital, and 
a fortress, which both from the extent and strength 
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of its fortificationH, may vie with any in liia 
Majesty's dominions. 

The city of Kingston (which owes its exigtence 
to the destruction of Port Royal) struck one hero 
an being very handsome and regularly built. 
It is situated about the centre of the curve 
ol' the bay, and at the foot d* the loftiest 
of the Blue Mountains. The houses have 
no chimneys, which is a deficiency that im- 
mediately strikes the European ; the place of 
tiles and slates is supplied by small slips of 
wood, called shingles, upon which the rain makes 
a prodigious spattering noise. Every house haa 
its piazza, shut in by a sort of fixed Venetian blinds, 
called jalousies, which are open during the day to 
admit the delightful sea breeze, which begins to 
blow from the east about ten in the morning, and 
continues till the evening, when the land wind 
rises, blowing, as it were, from the centre of the 
island, to all points of the compass at once, and 
extending to about three leagues from the shore, 
thereby preventing the approach of vessels during 
the night. 

The display of wealth in this city did not much 
strike our hero, as the goods are mostly kept out 
of sight, in storehouses ; but he was most amused 
in seeing the sqiiares, or market-places, which 
were crowded with the black and coloured popu- 
lation selling vegetables and fruit, all chattering 
like parrots, and grinning like monkeys. There 
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they were, these duldren of (he aim, in all their 
shadea and gradations : tlie densely black Corci- 
mantee ; the Mandiiigo, a shade lighter ; and the 
Eboe, scarcely darker than the American Indiana : 
and then the bruwn people — first, tlie Mulatto, 
between the white and black ; then the Sambo, 
which is retrograding, being the ofTapring of the 
black and mulatto, and of a copper colour : then 
the Quadroon, between the mulatto and white 
the Mnatee, between the quadroon and white 
the Mustifina, between the mustee and white 
and lastly, the offspring of the Mustifina and 
the white, which is white by law, and entitled to 
all the privileges of freedom. 

The dresses of the females consisted mostly of 
a white chemise and coloured petticoats, leaving 
the breast, neck, and arms, exposed. Their 
heads were adorned with coloured kerchiefs, tied 
about tliem in the French style, but their legs 
and feet were as imconscious of thf trammels of 
shoes and stockings, as those of tlie Scotch and 
Hibernian lasses. The attire of the males was 
also very simple — coarse shirts, blue cloth 
jackets, and Osnaburg breeches ; hats of plaited 
reed, and for shoes, sandals of a coarse de- 
scription. 

As to the whites, our hero observed these either 
very busy, or very idle; some in their stores, or 
shops, others in the markets ; planters coming in 
from the country to attend the latter, or transact 
some other business in town : these were conapi- 
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for their sun-burnt faces, aiid looks of aulho- 
lity, heighteaed to importance by straw hala, with 
enormous dimeUBions. They were 
mostly well mounted, and followed by a black 
brown boy, perched on the back of a vicious 
looking mule, which, however, with all its tricks 
would find this sort of rider quite an over 
match. 

So much for the industrious and money-making 
but the rich and indolent Creoles our hero 
observed lounging in tbeir piazzas smoking c 
or lolling in landaus, and if walking (a rare spec- 
tacle) followed by slaves holding umbrellaK 
over them. Lastly, tlie sailors were seen lounging 
about in all parts, frequenting the rum shops, 
and never properly sober, on account of the 
cheapness of the spirits ; and the consequenceB 
are most fatal ; for in Ibis state they frequently 
sleep out of doors at night, exposed to the very 
fatal night dews, which give them colds, which are 
usually succeeded by fatal fevers. 

Our hero muuL admired the suburbs, where 
the houses were embowered amid trees and gar- 
dens, and altogether he found that he had not 
traversed the vast Atlantic, and travelled five 
thousand miles, without arriving amid scenes 
toLally dissimilar from any be had before seen. 
The climate — the aspect of tlie country — the 
style of building— the coloitr and dress ol' the 
people — ail were fresh, novel, and interesting. 
After walking about the town for a while, the Cap- 
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tain and our hero called upon a Mr. Raymond, with 
whom the forroer was acquaiiiled ; he was a. man oi' 
immense fortune, one of the Nawaubs of iLe West 
Indies, and a Member of the Houae of AsHeiublv- 

Our irienda found this great planter in a room 
lo which he had just retired for the afternoon 
(after the fatigues of attending at his office,) to 
eat his luncheon, or second breakfast. Tliis 
repast consisted of a delicious turtle-steak, wilh 
lime juice and pepper ; fruit and wine of various 
descriptions were on the table ; a brown foot- 
man was presenting him with a glass of Sangree, 
and a fine little black boy stood flapping away 
the fliea with a long-handled brush of peacocks' 
feathers ! 

A Bashaw of three tails could not have received 
our friends with greater dignity than did the ho- 
nourable James Raymond ; however, he presently 
relaxed his state, shook his friend Dauntless very 
cordially by the hand, and talked of affairs in 
general with great condescension : the visit ended 
in an invitation to dinner, for the Captain, Dave- 
nant, and Weatherboume, which was accepted ; 
and the gentlemen having partaken of the second 
breakfast, look iheir leave, and returned to ship. 

At length the time arrived to go ashore, and 
the naval gentlemen being dressed in splendid 
uniforms, and our hero in a plain and light dress. 
suitable to the climate, they all descended into 
the Captain's gig, and were rowed to Port Royal 
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in a Bhort time ; there a carriage of Mr. Ray- 
mond's was in wailing, nhich conveyed him to 
his suburban residence. 

It was a very large and splendid mansion, 
situated on an eminence which conunanded a fine 
view of the towns of Kingston and Port Royai. 
and also the harbour, witli a gre^t stretch of sea ; 
the approach to t( was through a snperb avenue 
of cocoa-aut trees and fan palms. 

On aligliting, the gentlemen first vralked up a 
flight of steps, then across a terrace, and next 
made their way with some difficulty through a 
retinue of brown and black footmen, passing 
through Rome rooms furnished partly in the 
European and partly in the Oriental style, and 
having the floors, which were of native hard 
wood, polished like glass. 

At length they were ushered into the dhiwing- 
room, a most beautiful apartment : here our 
friends were received by Mr. and Mrs. Raymond, 
and introduced to the company. Mrs. Raymond 
was a Creole, that is, a native of the West Tn- 
dies, be the colour what it may : she was the 
daughter of a planter in St. Ritt's, and a very 
showy and extravagant woman ; but the fortune 
of her husband was so princely, that her love of 
splendour could be gratified to its utmost extent 
without injuring him. She ranked next to the 
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Tlie Ra.ymond3 had been in England often, but 
they preferred the West Indies, because at home 
fhey were eclipsed by numbers, whilst in Jr- 
maica they reined supreme; in Loudon, Mr. 
Raymond was nobody : a dirty fellow of a porter, 
or drayman, could shove him into the kennel 
nithoiit apology of remorse, and his own servants 
insult him to his face ! but in Jamaica he was a 
sort of petty prince, and his love of deference and 
prideof power were abundantly gratified every mo- 
ment. There he had hundreds ofwhite people in his 
employ, who were always cap in hand ; there he 
lorded it over a slave population, amounting to 
several tfaousands, and, moreover, could travel for 
twenty miles together upon his own territory. 

Mrs. Raymond had, however, figured away in 
Lfondon at times, and her jewels, dress, and equi- 
page, her parties, routes, nud niasfjuerade.i, liad 
been exceedingly admired, ajid that eveu by some 
condescending aristocrats, who had, like shooting 
meteors, occasionally appeared in her hemisphere. 

The family consisted of a son and two daugh- 
ters : the young ladies, who had been brought out 
some time, were very fine and agreeable young 
women ; but the son and hetr. Mass' }ackey, who 
was about seren years old, was quite spoiled by 
OTer-indulgence ; his temper was so uncontrolled 
that at this tender age he was quite a little tyrant 
amongst his father's slaves. 

On the whole, the Raymonds were very good 



^ 



140 THE ESCAPE. 

Bort of folka, Tery friendly, hoapitable, and all 
that, and Mr, Raymond was, moreover, like moal 
Creoleproprietors,'ratlier a kindinastertohis slaves. 
The company on the present occasion was 
rather large ; Admiral Hardweather made one, 
the Governor's Beuretary also waa there, aome 
military gentlemen, a divine or two, some me- 
dical men, and several planters, and these, toge- 
ther with the ladies of a few, made up the party, 
which at length sat down to a most sumptuous 
dinner : the service was of gold, and it seemed 
as if the regions of the temperate, as well 
as of the torrid zone, had been laid under contri- 
bution to furnish the repast. There was turtle in 
every shape, Callipaab and Callipee, tortoise also, 
a magnificent Jew-fish, a baracouta, and a very 
young shark, which some persons very much ad- 
mired ; there were also some mountain mullets, 
and mud-fish, which latter are caught in the 
native rivers, and are perfectly delicious : there 
was also the brawn of a wild boar that had been 
killed in the back woods : the rest of the dinner 
was European, with the exception of the vege- 
tables, which were mixed ; and in addition to 
many English vegetables, reared upon a pen 
of Mr. Raymond's, situated high up in the Port 
Royal moimtains, there were white yams, plan- 
tains, cocoas, cassava, and various others. 

But our hero was most delighted with the des- 
sert, which was perfectly magnificent. There was 
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flie whole family of the anana, or pine-apple, that 
king of fruits, aod whicli is said to unite the 
Gneat flavours of all; there wan the blood-pine, the 
strawberry-pine, the sngar-pine, and others, with 
oranges that had ripened on the tree, looking like 
(Abs of gold, and absolutely too rich and sweet 
for the European, on his finit arrival ; in addition 
to thede, and mingled with gooseberries and 
cherries, were shaddocks, pomegranates, kineps, 
naseberries, star-apples, and forbidden fmit, a 
kind of small shaddock. 

The preserves also were exceedingly luscious : 
amongst others tliere was the famous Jamnica 
ginger, and Guava-jelly, and some of the latter 
appeared in another shape, and was called float- 
ing island. Tlie wines also were excellent, espe- 
cially the Madeira, and every description was on 
table, except Port, which is seldom drauk in the 
West Indies but as a medicine ! 

Af^r the ladies had retired, the conversation 
of tlie gentlemen was mostly concerning the war 
in the West Indies. The spirited conduct of 
the Governor of Barbadoes was very much 
lauded, and the Admiral said, that he of Jamaica 
would soon shew the world that he was not a. 
wtAt behind his brother in spirit and enterprise. 
Coffee, cards, and music, followed ; but Dave- 
nant and his cousin, neither of whom were fond 
of ptay, listened to the music awhile, and then 
BMintered out, and walked along the terrace, eii- 
jofing the beauties of a tropical night. The hea- 
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TCnly bodies shine in Uieae skies with a lustre 
unknown in northern latitudes : the planet Venus 
appears immense, and casts long shadows, like 
the moon. The outline of the town and harbour 
were visible, with the vessels sleeping on the 
gently heaving and moon-lit deep. The land wind 
was now prevailing, fanning the warm cheek, 
and sighing softly amid the branches of the palms, 
which waved gracefully in the breeze. 

But what much attracted the notice and admi- 
ration of our hero, as of every new comer, were 
those extraordinary and beautiful little inaectii, 
the fire-flies ; these are somewhat like a small 
beetle in shape, and of a brown colour, and their 
light is exactly similar to that of the glow-worm, 
only three or four times as great, and when 
danuing and darting about in tlie gloom of the 
evening ihey appear like living stars : sometimes 
they light in numbers upon the bushes, which ap- 
pear on fire, then their light dies away, and then 
suddenly, like a burst of fire-works, it all blazes 
oul again, and they rise, break, and burst away 
in all <lirectJonH. 

Ai'ter a while our friends returned to the house 
to supper, and at a reasonable hour the party 
broke up, and they returned to the ship. 

The expedition, already stated as in contem- 
plation, did not sail for some time ; meanwhile 
the Dreadnought remained in port, and our hero 
continued on board of her, but he frequently 
visited at IVlr. Raymond'Sj and others of the Cap- 



tain's friends, occasion^y also making excur- 
aioBH among tlie Port ttoyal mountains. The 
ascent to Blue Moontain Peak, the lut'tiest of the 
range, waa tui exceedingly arduous task, but the 
extent and magnificence of the prospect amply 
repaid the toil of the ascent : thiH motintnin ia 
about seven thousand feet above the level of the 
sea. 

Ilie winter, which was setting in when the 
Dreadnought left Knglaud, was now exchanged 
by the voyagers for one nearly as warm an the 
European summer. In fact tiie season of winter 
may be said to be unknown in these regions ; 
the only seasons are the wet and the dry : the 
former prevail for a few weeks during the vernal 
and autumnal equinoxes, and at Christmas time 
the northerly winds, accompanied with sleet, 
prevail for a short time, which considerably cuol 
the atmosphere. 

Our hero also failed not to remark the eternal 
sunshine, the almost uninterrupted smile, which 
the face of nature wears in these climes, for even 
daring the wet seasons the rain seldom Inats for a 
whole day, but generally falls early in the after- 
noOD, and therefore it is no wonder if tiie English- 
UBn contrasts the gloomy sky of his native coun- 
try with the serene and clear blue heavens of the 
torrid aone. In England, a fine day is a subject 
of general remark and congratulation : every one 
calls his neighbour's attention to it, and the ladie ?< 
project walks and excursions ; but here they are 
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nearly all fine days. The beauty and luiurinnce 
of these gifted regions was a continual source of 
the purest delight to one like Davenaot, who 
was an ardent admirer of nature, and not im- 
mersed in the pursuits of gain, like most of those 
around liim ; he could not behold unmoved, 
scenes which realized in no faint degree the de- 
Bcriptiona of those beauties amongst which the first 
parents of mankind passed their days of innocence 
and happiness. With admiration, we repeat, did 
our hero gaze upon the rich and varied landscapes 
that were stretched out around him ; and whether 
he cast his eye over an extended country, covered 
with rich plantations, or confined his attention to 
the fruit-trees and flowers assembled in the gar- 
dens, he felt tliat the beauty of their effect, the 
richness and depth of their glowing tints, equally 
defied the pencil of the artist to delineate, and 
the pen of the writer to describe. 

The gardens of Raymond's house were ck- 
ceedingly lovely, ajid our hero passed many a 
delightful hour in sauntering along their shady 
walks, or reclining within their umbrageous boiv- 
ers: along the former were scattered the orange. 
the citron, the acacia, and variuus others ; and 
around the latter crept the grenadilloand the grape- 
vine, the latter bearing bunches of so vast a growth, 
that they reminded our hero of the account given 
in Holy Scripture of that which the spies of the_ 
Israelites brought back to their countrymei 
proof of the fertility of the Land of Froinue. 
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In a very retired part of the gardens there ivas 
a cavern, hollowed by the hand of iiutiire out ol' 
a boney-cumb rock, which was covered wilh para- 
sitical plants, and shaded by bamboos and palm- 
trees, and herein the lover of soHhide and con- 
templation mighl ait and muse quite undistiirbed. 
«ave by the murmurings of a distant waterfall, the 
sighings of the sea-breeze, or the voice of birds. 

Nor did our hero observe, without admiration, 
the effect produced by the association of trees 
and plants, of varied fruits, flowers, and foliage, 
sHcb as the fan-palms, (he banana, the plantain, 
with the tamarind, orange, citron, bamboo, and pi- 
mento, together with the African and Oleander 
roses, and other Indian llowerti, which are as re- 
markable for being large and massy, as for 
having their hues both rich and deep. 

To heighten the charms of these lovely gar- 
dens, birds of beautiful and varied plumage te- 
nanted their bowers and groves, and the hum- 
ming birds, nut much bigger than butterflies, wan. 
dered about from flower to flower, some display- 
ing the green of the emerald, others the deep red 
of the ruby, and, ag'ain, some of a rich blue and 
purple, and all gold bedropt, glancing and 
sparkling in Ihe sun like gems, as they dart post 
with inconceivable velocity, or remain poised on 
the humming wing, with their small long bills 
dipped deep into the flowers. These little fiiirv 
creatures are fond of building their tiny nests at 
the extremity of a bamboo twig, and ao.courageons 
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is the hen, when sitting on her eggs, nhich arc no 
larger than small peas, that she tvill not rise till 
she is almost touched, and then will hover about 
quite near, and not untrequentlj attack with bill 
and talon any one who dares to ravage dt destroy 
her nest. 

The expedition which we have already spotten 
of, as being in contemplation, sailed in a few 
months after the arrival of the Dreadnought, 
nbich ship made one in it, and our hero accom- 
panied his Iriends, resolving to share their glory 
and danger. 

Admiral Hardweather was accompanied by 
Governor Trelawney, who also had some of his 
own regiment on board. The original intention 
was to have attacked St. Jago de Cuba, but con- 
trary winds obliged the Admiral lo give up hie 
design : he then steered for Fort Louis in St. 
Domingo: this town was protected by afortmonnt- 
ing78 guns, and garrisoned by 600 men, under the 
command of M. de Chateau Noye. Off this place 
the fleet cast anchor, and Captain Dauntless, with 
his usual daring, moored his ship within pistol- 
shot of the walls, which he began to batter 
tremendously, as did the rest of the fleet : a 
fire-ship was now towed off', under a brisk lire of 
French musketry, and this agent of destruction 
approached very near the Dreadnought, but the 
British Captain sunk it with a broadside., Two 
other fire-ships, which were preparing, were taken 
by the English boats, and after a warm canuu- 
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nading for tbree hours, the enemy were uoai- 
pletely driven from their guns, anil tJie Admiral 
summoned the Governor t<) surrender ; but he 
would only do so upon terms which the English 
Conunajider refused to listen tu, whereupon » 
Major landed with a large body of marines, and 
took, immediate posaeaaion of the fort and stores, 
and the French colours were hauled down, and 
the British flag erected in their stead. 

From Port Louia the Admiral sailed again for 
St. Jago ; but a chain which stretched across the 
entrance of the harbour could not be broken, and 
one ship being lost in the attempt, the Admiral 
gave up the enterprise, and returned to Jamaica. 

The result of this expedition gained the Go- 
vernor, the Admiral, and all concerned, great 
glory ; for although the attempt on St. Jago had 
failed, yet sufficient had been effected in this en- 
terpriae to make tlie French and Spaniards cau- 
tious in future of trespassing on British property. 



CHAPTER Vin. 



At this time, as at the present day, the Carib- 
bean sea was swarming with desperate and bar- 
barous pirates, who laid the rich commerce of thr 
West Indies under very heavy conlribntions. 
These sea-robberB were generally of a far lesa 
enterprising and romantic character than their 
predecessors, the old and bold buccaneers of 
Captain Morgan and Blackbeard's stamp, who not 
only scoured the seas, but frequently carried their 
daring bo tar as to make descents upon the Spanish 
and other Bettlements, atormiug and taking 
fortresses, and sacking large fowna. At the 
period we are writing of, there was a very 
bold pirate infesting the Carribbean ; his name wai 
Gore ; he had been originally a wealthy planter of 
Barbadoes, but having ruined his estate by gam- 
bling and extravagance, he became desperate, 
and joining himself to llie pirates, soon acquired 
the command of a vessel, which, on account of its 
sable hue, was called the Black Rover. He 
was the terror of this part of the world, and 
his vessel appeared to be possessed of (he 
quality of ubiquity, for she was seen everj 
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where wjtliin a very aliort time, and scarcely au 
luiprotectecl merchantman of any value could 
escape her. Varioua attempts had beeu made to 
capture her, but she was ho fast a sailer, that 
none of his Majesty's ships could ever come near 
her. 

One (lay, when Captain Dsuiitleas and Dave- 
uant were diniug at Raymond House, the planter 
appeared to be very much grieved about some- 
thing ; and after the ladies had retired, the cause 
was explained. 

" Captain Dauntless," said he, " I cannot help 
thinking that it is disgraceful to the British Bag, 
and indeed to those of all the European powers 
who have possessions in the West Indies, that 
piracy should be so prevalent, and so succesefuJ, 
«B it is, in the Carrifabean. 1 am at this moment 
smarting under the efTects of the depredations of 
these wretches, for one of my vessels has been 
captured and destroyed, within the week, by 
that lawless and gibbet-deserving niflian. Gore, 
who boarded her on the north-west coast of 
the island, when she was close in shore, and 
within two or three miles of Montego Bay, which is 
a man-of-war station. Having savagely murdered 
the crew, some of whom were seen to " walk the 
plank" by spectators on shore, tlie villains plun- 
dered the vessel, and then scuttled and sunk her. 
after which they sailed leisurely away with an 
immense booty, including a large box containing 
doubloons (a Spanish gold coin, value £5. Gs. 8d.) to 
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agreataiDount. Now.onmyword, Dauntless," con- 
tinued Mr. Raymond, " I feel exceedingly sore at 
losing my property in this manner. We otight lo 
e better protected ; these seas sliould be cleared 
of such vile depredalors, and a few sloops of nut 
constantly cruising about among the islands would, 
I tliink, be amply sufBcient for the purpose." 

" I shall speak to the Admiral about these 
pirates," said Dauntless, " and if i have influence 
enough, I will get him (o appoint my first lieu- 
tenant to the command of the Rattlesnake sloop 
of war (whose Captain is just dead), and allon 
him Id go in chase of this Black Rover ; and if 
he gets athwart his hawse, there are no snaltes 
in Virginia if he does not capture or destroj' 

The Captain was as good as his word, and 
succeeded in obtaining the command of the Rat- 
tlesnake for his lieutenant, and our hero volun- 
teered his services onboard of her. Without loss 
of time, the sloop sailed, and bore away for Cape 
Antonio, the south-western extremity of the Island 
of Cuba, a part notorious as the resort of pirates. 

T\tt Rattlesnake was now within sight of the 
Cape, when a piratical-looking vessel was seen 
standing out of an adjacent bay, and by the glass 
it was soon discovered that she was crowding all 
sail, and bearing down upon the Rattlesnake, 
wliich was painted so as to resemble a trader. 

To favour the deception stUl more. Weather- 
bourne tacked and stood away, pretending to fly ; 
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upon which the pirate was observed to take to 
liis sweeps, and ply (hem moat vigorously. After 
a while, the pirate gained an upon the chase that 
it was within range of ahot, and the Lieutenant 
had hardly given ordera to his men to atand clear, 
ere a flELsh with a wreath of amoke, was seen, 
then the report of the gun was heard, and a ball 
just grazed the taffrail of the Rattlesnake, 
and dropt into the water over her starboard 
quarter. 

" Those rascals aim well," said the Lieutenant, 
" and I should like to see whether I could not 
thrnw a shot in amongst them; but perhaps it 
will be more prudent to reserve our fire ; so keep 
away a bit," continued he, addressing the helms- 

The first shot was the beat, for the pirate did 
not come au near his mark, again, although he 
continued peppering away till he came pretty 
close up, and the Lieuteimut, when he marked the 
build of the pirate, and saw what a long sharp- 
looking thing she was, so small in her bends, so 
narrow in her gunwhales, was not sorry that he 
had resorted to manoeuvre and deception to bring 
her within range, as she was evidently calculated 
to sail far faster than the Rattlesnake. The 
pirate schooner had aix guna a side, besides a 
swivel : her deck waa crowded with men 
ot all nationa and coloura — most ferocioua- 
looking villains — her ensign waa black, with a 
death's head and croas bones, left white in the 
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centre, which satisfied the Lieutenant that he 
beheld the celebrated Captain Gore's Teasel. 

The pirate's first object was to come between the 
Rnttlesiiake and the wind, in order to cauae tbe 
HHils of the latter lo slacken, and bo to deaden 
her way : but Wealherboume, who wanted to get 
the pirate into a bay at some short distance, 
whence there would not be so fair a chance of his 
escaping, defeated the above intention, by running 
suddenly close to tbe wind, so that he left the 
pirate under his lee considerably, and got roand 
info the bay, whither the Black Rover presently 
followed him. 

The Rattlesnake now backed sails, and lay (o, 
nponwhichthepirate,fullycalculating upon finding 
her an easy prey, came confidently alongside, and a 
huge desperado-looking ruffian, with a tremendoua 
hanger by his side, and two brace of pistols stuck 
in his belt, summoned the crew of the Rattle- 
snake to surrender, in a voice of thunder. In 
reply to this haughty speech of Captain Gore's. 
Weatherboume hoisted the union jack, opened his 
ports, and fired a broadside into the pirate, which 
made her heel again, carried away one of her 
masts, and killed a great number of her men. 
Gore no sooner beheld the colours and teeth o( 
the Rattlesnake, and saw the effects of her fire, 
than, without returning a shot, he gave orders to 
" 'bout ship" and away, as he found that he had 
caught a larlar, and was in the clutches of an 
'ar, wliich, with all his daring, he 
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had alnays drea.deil exceedingly ; but his attempt 
lo escape was vain, for before hia comniands 
could be executed, the Lieiitenaut had grappled 
with him, and had the Rattlesnake so fimity 
lashed to hia vessel, that the latter could not 
possibly get away. Urged by despair, the Black 
Rover now resolved to do bis best ; a terrible 
and bloody action eusued, and two attempts 
tliat Weatherboume made to board the pirate were 
Huccessfully resisted, but the third time the 
boarders got footing, and the Lieutenant soon cut 
his way to where Gore was fighting, who hurled 
a pistol (which he had just fired) at the head of 
the Lieutenant, but it missed the mark ; they then 
closed, and a desperate conflict ensued : the pirate 
was an amazingly powerful man, and well sfcHIed 
in the ose of his weaponj but be was not quite a 
match for Weatherbourue, who was more active, 
and followed a feint with a stroke that nearly deca- 
pitated the pirate,who immediiitely fell do wndead 
upon the deck. By this time the boarders had 
cut down and driven overboard or below almost 
all the piratea, and the rest, on observing the fall 
of their chief, surrendered immediately, and their 
horrid ensign was hauled down. 

The Lieutenant had the snrviving pirates se- 
cured, and he then proceeded to search the 
pirate's cabin, the furniture of which was of a 
very costly but motley description, as all the 
countries in the world seemed to have contributed 
to the fitting up of the apartment : but the chest 
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of doubloons, tlie object of Weatherbourne'a mote 
particular aearch, won not to be found. Daveiiant 
now Gnggested to his friend, lo offer the second 
in command of the pirate a pardou, if he would 
discover where the treasure was hid. The Lieu- 
tenant took the advice, and the man declared 
that Gore had buried it on the shore of the bay 
they were now in, and that if the Lieutenaiil 
choae to land, and seeli for it, he would bo 
his guide, and point out the exact spot where the 
chest lay buried. Upon receiving thia tnfonua- 
tion, Weatherboume had his boat lowered, and 
taking hia informer along with him, rowed ashore, 
and the party walked up the beach some 
liltle distance, until they arrived at a port sheltered 
by the cocoa-nut and the sea-side grape, and close 
behind was a lake of brackish water, shaded by 
large trees, called mangroves, somewhat similar to 
the banyan tree of India ; some of their limbs are 
perfectly horizontal, and from these depend 
branches at first mere withes, but which on 
reaching the ground take roof, grow into large 
stems, and become supporters of the boughs 
they spring from. Land tortoises, together wilh 
wild duck and teal, were visible upon the banks 
and bosom of tJiis lake. 

The pirate now informed the Lieutenant that, 
to get at the treasure, it would be necessary to 
cross this lagoon, as it lay concealed under a tree 
on the other side, and he then went to the edge of 
the water, and lifting up some withered cocoa-uut 
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old canoe, into wliich he 
invited Weatherbourne and the three men he 
brought with him ; tlie pirate then took the 
paddles, and worked the canoe across with great 
rapidity, till it neared the hither bank, when 
to the astonishnient and mortilicHtion of the Lieu- 
tenant and his crew, the pirate leaped out, taking 
the paddles with him ; but instead of securing the 
canoe, that the party might land, he ga.ve it a 
above back into the lake with hia foot, and then 
plunging into the Teceitses of the marine forest, 
disappeared ! 

To attempt to follow tile niffian waa vain. Tha 
Lieutenant fired at him without elTect, and then 
he and hig men (not one of whom could swim) 
resolved to make for the point from whence 
they had set out, but the want of paddles or oars 
was a sad misfortune, and compelled them to 
use their hands instead ; their progreis was neces- 
sarily very slow, and they were yet in the midst 
of the lake, when they heard a tremendous ex- 
ploiiion, and perceived above the tops of the 
surrounding trees a vast column of smoke ascend- 
ing to the skies, and together with it the frag- 
ments of a vessel ! 

This catastrophe plunged the Lieutenant into 
the greatest possible distress : it was vexatious to 
lose his prize, but it waa desperate to have the 
Rattlesnake thus sacrificed, and one or the other 
was certainty destroyed. Upon this, he and his 
party redoubled their exertions, and at length 
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I in aniviiig at the point they set out 
from ; and when tbey got tu the beach, and looked 

the bay, they perceived ihe pirate vesHel only; 
the Rattlesnake had been destroyed, and nothing 
remained of her but a number of broken spars, 
planks, and other fragments, now floatiug on the 
water, to some of which men might be seen cling- 
ing ; but these soon disappeared, either exhausted 
by their efforts, or dragged down by the sharks. 

This calamity originated in the Rattlesnake 
taking lire by accident, and the flames raging with 
great fury, had speedily reached the magazine; 
and although the lashings of the two vessels had 
been cut instantly that it was discovered, yet tbe 
esplosinn was so speedy that the pirate suflered 
considerably : but now the whole attention of the 
Lieutenant and his men was directed to the move- 
ments on board, which appeared to be very ex- 
traordinary, and it soon became evident, from the 
fighting and struggling which was visible, that the 
pirates had by some means or other forced up tbe 
hatches, and were endeavouring to recover their 
vessel. Weatherbourne, like Richard the Third, 
who would have given his kingdom for a horse, 
would have given an equal price for a boat, that 
he might have got on board, and conquered or 
died with his men ; but, alas ! the villain who had 
deluded him, had rowed the boat towards the 
I'essel, and was now lying on his oars, awaiting 
the issue of the contest, which would determine 
Mm whether to make for the shore, or rejoin his 
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coraradeB ; and it was a «id sight for Weather- 
twiime, when he perceived this wretch, after a 
httle, row boldly up to the vessel, for it told him 
that the piratea had conijuered, and thja was 
further confirmed by tlie ceaeation of the lighting. 
and the hoiating again of the black flag at the 
raize n, anudst shouts of savage triumph. 

The Lieutenant expected that the next act in 
thU bloody drama would be the massacre of the 
vanquished ; but instead of amuaing theniaelvea 
iu this way at present, the pirates ateered their 
veasel a little closer in shore, and cast anchor : 
Weatherboume, at the same time, observed that 
they kept the pumps going, by which he con- 
jectured, and rightly too, that in consequence 
of iojnries received by the explosion of the 
Rfl-ttleiuake, the pirate vessel had sprung a 
leak. In a abort time after coming to anchor, 
the pirates lowered a laige cheat into the 
Rattlesnake's boat, which was alongside, and 
threw in after it what appeared to Weather- 
boume to be a man bound hand and foot, and 
then several of them dropping into the boat, 
began to row ashore, steering for that part where 
the Lieutenant and his men were standing, which 
WHS near the lake, but ao concealed by the trees 
that they could aee ivithuut being seen. The 
boat soon reached the atrand, and then several of 
the pirates leaped out, and rushed up the beach 
with pistols and drawn swards in their hands, 
snd arriving at the wood, they began to beat about. 
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and Weatherbonrne readily conjectured who the 
objects of their search were ; but aa he did not 
to eDcotinler such fearful odds under thest 
circumstances, he and his men fallowed a royal 
example, and got up into a large grape-tree, the 
thick foliage of which eflectiially screened them 
from the observation of their pursuers, who fre- 
quently passed close under it. At lengtli tlie 
pirates became weary of this search, and having 
awom what terrible things they would do if they 
found the Lieutenant and his men, they returned 
to the boat, and assisted the others to bring up 
the large chest ; and it was with no small appre- 
hension that the Lieutenant saw the pirates bring 
up the box, and deposit it under the very tree in 
which he and his men were concealed. Having 
done so, the men went back to the boat, and 
returned, bringing shovels with them, and then 
the leader of the party, and whom Weather- 
bourne recognized as the rascal who had misled 

" It is wise to save the treasure, for if the 
craft sinks, why, we can buy another ; but I wish 
that officer and his men had been secured : some 
of you keep a good look out; for depend 
upon it be is a desperate fellow, and would 
prove an ugly customer to deal with, if he was to 
pounce upon us ; and it strikes me that he can- 
not be far off! but dig away, my hearties ; every 
shovel-full is worth a doubloon!" and thus he 
continued to encourage the men, till they had dug 
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out two large holes in the sand ; one of a square 
shape, the other like a grave ; having completed 
ihem, they lowered the chest of gold into the 
former. 

" Now," said the leader, " go and fetch (he 
prisoner, and we will knock him on the head, 
and bury him here, that so bis restless ghost may 
haunt the spot, and protect the treasure." This the 
pirate intended to do in compliejice with the super- 
slitious custom of the old buccaneers, nho always 
practised this barbarous cruelty on such occasions, 
and firmly believed in i(a efficacy. Having co- 
vered up the chest, some of them went back to the 
boat, and presently returned with the victim ; and 
the horror of the Lieutenant may be imagined, 
when he discovered iu him his beloved friend 
Davenant ! 

" There are now only four of us to a dozen of 
those wretches," said the Lieutenant, immediately, 
to his men ; " but if tliey were a thousand, I would 
make a struggle to save uiy dear I'riend from their 
murderous clutches ; so follow me ;" and then with 
great haste he and his crew drcipped down upon 
the pirates, and already was the cutlass of tjieir 
leader lifted to deprive our hero of existence, when 
Weatherboume shot the holder of it dead on tile 
spot, and then he and his party fell upon the 
astonished pirates, and killed or severely wounded 
every one of them. 

The destruction of tlie pirates who had come 
ashore, took place without the knowledge of those 
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who remftined on board, for they attributed tb« 
Teporlfl of the pistols to the mordering of Dave- 
iiant, and tlie capture ol' the Lieuteuant and his 

Weatherboiinie, wjlh Uavenaut and the men, 
waited till dusk, and then rowed to tke pirate, 
whose cren readily took them for their comradea, 
and numerous as the robbers were, they were so 
unprepared and panic-struck by the sudden attack 
made upon tbem, as they supposed by their 
ownp arty, that they all fled below, after a 
slight resistance, and the hatches were closed 
upon them. The Lieuteuant then released his 
own men from confinement, and next sent 
ashore for the box of gold, which was soon dis- 
interred, and brought ou board safely : he then 
had the head of Captain Gore severed from his 
body, and nailed to the end of llie bowsprit, a» 
a trophy of his success ; after this, he had the 
vessel examined, and the leak stopped, when he 
sailed back to Kingston, and great was tlie aato- 
nishmeut of the place to behold the Black 
Rover saUing boldly into the harbour, and ranging 
up to the Dreadnought. Captain Dauntless was 
about to fire into her, when the Lieutenant hoisted 
the union jack, and hailing the man-of-war, in- 
formed his Commander of the circumstance of the 
capture ; and notwithstanding the loss of the 
Ratdesnake, the Lieutenant was much praised, _ 
and Mr. Raymond was in raptures at the re 
of his chest of doubloons. 




B only B few weeks aRer the deBtruction of 
the pirate, that a. fever broke out in Kiiigslnn 
snd Port Royal whici) was of the most alarming 
description, and spread with frightful rapidity. 

Id the thickly populated city, in the bairackB, 
and among the shipping, (he contagion seemed to 
make its appearance at one and the same time. 
Numbers of all classes mere soon swept away by 
it; medicines were almost useless ; the disease set 
the fai:ulty at defiance, and levelled the members 
of it with aa little discrimination as their patients. 

On the first rumour of the pestilence having 
made its appearance in Kingston, Mr. Raymond 
and his family fled from it, and took up their 
residence at the great house of one of their 
plantations in the interior ; but it is vain to hope 
to escape (he arm of God, which can protect us 
in the midst of infection, and reach us, though we 
remove to the uttermost parts of the earth. 

This contagious disorder was not conlined to 
the capital of the island, but shortly became 
preTalenl in all parts, and in less than a week 
after the removal of the Raymonds, the public 
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papers announced tlie decease of ttie Hn- 
nourable James Raymond, of the malignant fever ; 
there was also, as a. matter of course, h abort 
eulogium upon his merits, and there the account 
ended. 

On the breaking out of the peslilence, Da*e- 
nant had gone on board of the Dreadnought, and 
there continued, resolved to share with his frienili 
rather than accept the invitation of the Raymonde 
to accompany them to the interior. 

Captain Daimtleas being hiniHcIf a man of strnng 
nerve, and not easily alarmed, took it into his 
head, that the fever was contagious only by reason 
of the great apprehension which prevailed ; bat 
he was soon compelled to give up this fallacioug 
notion, for having been ashore to visit some of 
his men at the naval hospital at Port Royal, where 
he had exposed himself esccedingly, he began to 
feel the eliecte before he reached his ship, and 
when Davenant met liim on the deck, he grasped 
our hero's hand convulsively, and said, "It is all 
over with me, my dear Davenant ; I feel that I 
have caught the infection ;" and his words were 
too true : the good, the gallant Captain Dauntless, 
took to his berth immediately, and was a corpse 
that night, and ere another day had passed away, 
his honoured remains were many a fathom deep 
beneath the waves. 

The death of a Commander so greatly and 
justly beloved, not only affected his immediate 
friends most deeply, but threw a g 
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gpitits of the wfadf ship's crew: and the appear- 
ance of the Dreaduought with her colours only 
half mast high, in token of tlie loss of her 
commander, was so sad, that she Heemed to 
sympathize with the mourners. 

Numbers of the men had now fallen victims to 
the pestileoce, and the First Lieutenant, who had 
been ansioUB to get the iibip out to sea, uould not 
find hands enough to work her ; he continued, 
however, to enjoy his health ; but Daveiiant having 
gone ashore, took the fever, and by the advice of 
his friend, allowed himself to be removed to the 
Naval Hospital, where he was placed in a bed in 
a large ward, where an immense number of 
patients were lying. The disease raged in hijj 
full and healthy system with great violence, and 
nature soon began to sink nnder its influence. 

The feelings of our hero in this condition can 
only be entered into by those who have them- 
eelves languished on the bed of sickness, ami 
anticipated death in a foreign or distant land, 
where there was no relative, no triend, at hand, 
to soothe, or to sympathize wilh them — to receive 
their last words and smooth their dying pillow. 

Nought but sighs and sounds of woe, met hia 
eye and ear in this scene of mortal suffering ; 
every hour he witnessed fresh instances of the 
deadly effects of the contagion ; more triumplis 
of the last enemy of mankind. The sappliiig 
form of youth, the pride and strength of manhood, 
and the rigid frame of age, were alike pros- 
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trated, and pnt under the feet of the grim con- 
queror. 

He beheld continually fine herculean lookjug sea- 
men brought in who appeared but slightly infected, 
and yet in a very few hours they were as lifeleas 
as the clods of the valley. Amongst otheri), tnu 
seamen of the Dreadnought were admitted ; thej' 
were twin brothers, and so exceedingly alike in 
person, that it was difficult to distinguish them 
when together, but when apart it was impossible ; 
one was then continually mistaken for the other. 
|[i their tempers and disposition there was the 
same remarkable similaiity, and this congeniality 
increased their affection for each other to that 
degree, that tliey were inseparable ; always in the 
same ship, at the same mess, in the same watch, 
and if possible at the same work. In the hour of 
danger — whether in the storm or the battle — they 
were beside each other, to assist, to sympathize 
with, and to share each others fate. 

In the present instance, one had caught the 
fever, aud the other could not be prevented from 
attending upon the infected one till he also took 
the diaorder,ujid even rejoiced at the circumstance; 
they were laid in beds beside each other, and died 
much about the same time, and botli were carried 
out and buried together. Thus were thev truly 
iiiuep arable in all the stages of their mortal 
existence ; in the womb, and in the cradle. 
in youth and manhood, in death and in the 
grave. 



THE B3C1PE. 163 

The sufTeriiiga of Daveiiant now became 
very acute, and he envied those vrhom the disease 
took off more rapidly, and each night prayed that 
it might be his laat. Wasted to a skeleton, with 
his bones almost protruding through his skin, he 
at length fell into a sort of stupor, aeldora opening 
his eyes, almost unconscious of nhat was passing 
around him, and incapable of taking any kind of 
Dourishment ; ao that he could not have lasted 
much longer. 

From this wretched and dying state he was 
roused one morning by a voice, the tones of which 
he easily recognized. 

" Split my topsails," said the speaker, " the 
doctors may say what they like, but how can a 
man live without eating ! ?" and suiting the action 
tn the word, the person took a piece of dry toast, 
and sopping it iu wine, put it into the mouth of 
Davenant, who on opening his eyes found his 
nurse to be no other than the honeat boatswain 
of the Dreadnought, who occupied the nest bed, 
and had come in that morning ; but his attack 
was ao slight that the veteran found himself well 
enough to attend upon our hero Davenant ma 
naged to swallow the nine and a few crumbs 
this time shortly attemards the same viaa re 
peated, and continued from t me to time until 
be felt so very much strengtl ened that he was 
enabled to rise again, and leave that bed which 
he had never expected to quit with life ; and it 
was not long ere he left the hospital altogether. 
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and returned to the ship, with his humble friend, 
and preserver under God, 

Thus is uian, as a, line nriter has observeil, 
" inimortftl in the very regions of the shadow of 
death," till his hour is come — until the fiat hiis 
been prouounced, and the number of his days is 
auoomplighed. 

Shortly after his recovery, Da^enant visited 
King'ston ; and what a dismal scene did the city 
present ! The streets and market-places no 
longer thronged with the busy and the gay ; no- 
thing was seen moving along them but fuueral 
processions ; the pall of death seemed to be flimg 
over the whole place ; — almost every business 
and occupation was suspended, and tikere tvaa 
hardly a family that had not suffered bereavemeoi. 
and hundreds of them were entirely swept away. 
The loss sustained by a regiment of Regulars 
was immense: the soldiers died so fast that they 
were actually buried in trenches, and as Davenaut 
walked through tlie city, in the direction of a 
church, he beheld at a distance a body of the mili- 
tary advancing towards it at a slow pace, which 
was measured by the notes of the mnfflc^d drum. 
Their arms were reversed, and all looked dejected 
and grief-worn. He soon learnt their emuid: 
they were foUoiving to hie grave the remains of 
their Colonel, a chief who was much endeared to 
them, and had often led them to glory in the 
battle-fields of Surope. It was an affecting eight 
to see the led and riderless horse, with the 
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unoccupied saddle and empty boots of the de- 
ceased dangling at hia side. The noble steed 
seemed conscious of the sad event, and infected 
with the melancholy wliieh prevailed. Hechamped 
not his bit — he flung not aloft Us proud crest — 
but moved on with a drooping neck and languid 
step. Our hero did not follow the procession, 
but he soon after knew that the warrior was laid 
at rest by the resounding of the three vojlies 
which were fired over his grave. 

Lieutenant Weatherboume escaped entirely, 
but Davenant found him in great distress about the 
state of the ship, which was necessarily in a most 
neglected and disorderly condition, plainly indi- 
cating that the energies of man had been com- 
pletely proalrated by the afflicting hand of Provi- 
dence. But now the men began to move about 
and work, a little, and with tlie help of some 
negroes, the lieiiteiiant soon got things to look 
ship-shape again. The pestilence had hardly 
disappeared, when symptoms of another awful 
visitation of Providence presented themselves. 
The weather was very sultry, but the atmo- 
sphere HO exceedingly clear that objects ap- 
peared to be quite near which in ordinary wea- 
ther seemed to be at a considerable distance ; thus 
the hills of Cuba were quite visible, although that 
island is nearly 90 miles from Jamaica. At length 
the weather broke up ; the wind, which blew in 
gnats, was attended with sleety rain, and there 
was a constant scud or masses of clouds Hying 
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across the heaTens : dow and theu the wind wonld 
rise nearly to the hurricane pitch for a little, and 
theD subside & nhile, but at length it attained its 
full fury, Bud language is faint to describe its ter- 
rors and its violence : on the coasts it wrecked 
many vessels, drove the sea beyond its accustom- 
ed limits, carrying away wharfs and dwelling- 
houses, and OD land it swept all before it : it 
shook the strongest buildings, unroofed and blew 
away such as were at all exposed, levelled the 
mightiest trees, twisted up the canes, and burled 
Ihem about ; nay, even the most ponderous things 
were laid hold of by it, and moved from theif 
places ; cannon were blown out of their embra- 
sures ; the cattle also which were exposed on the 
hill sides were blown off their legs, and fell into 
the gullies, where they were drowned and swept 
away by the torrents. This hurricane lasted 
ten hours, and did immense damage, but it eSeC' 
tually cleared the atmosphere, and ha 
case of fever occurred after it. 



CHAPTER X. 



Datenant, DOW a thriving convalescent, was one 
day walking about Kingston, when he met one of 
the late Mr. Raymond'ti overseers whom he knew, 
and who congratulated him on his escape from 
the fangs of the fever, and invited him to 
come and spend a few weeks at Prince's 
Valley, as the change of air would much tend to 
restore him to health. Our hero accepted the 
invitation, and in a few days after hired mules, 
and at an early hour set out for Prince's Valley 
Plantation, which lay in the interior of the island. 
'Hie tracks across the Port Royal Mountains he 
found exceedingly narrow and dangerous in many 
parts, but the mules are so very aure-footed that an 
accident seldom occurs. After a while our hero 
inquired of the black boy who followed him where 
he should procure a breakfast, for he saw no signs 
of houses of accomnodation for travellers. The 
lad replied, " Massa welcome for go to any 
house him please ; Planter always berry glad for 
see gentleman bucra." 

Soon after thia the house of the overseer of a 
coffee plantation became risible, and our hero 
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intimsting to bis attendant Lis intention of going 
to it, the latter bade liiro strike into a track nhich 
looked like a thread tied round the brow of a 
precipitous mountain. This iHtxy path waB ren- 
dered still more fearful by the view of a dark 
valley wliich lay beneath, and by the roaring of a 
cascade which tumbled into it. When the travel- 
lers had pursued this track a while, Davenant, 
who was first, arrived at a part where the pathway 
was entirely fallen away for nearly a couple of 
yards, and there was nothing seen but the bare 
face of the precipice, without even footing for a 
goat. Our hero checked his mule, although it 
seemed inclined to proceed, and tnming round, 
informed Cuffie of the existence of the chafim. 

" Eea, masaa, me savey dat," answered the 
boy, very coolly, " but gib Tilasa de rein, sar, 
and him will carry you clean ober !" 

Davenant had leaped five-barred gates and 
double ditches in hia time, but he had now before 
bim a more fearful leap than either : however he 
took the advice of the lad, gave Titus the rein, 
and the mule immediately bounded across the 
chasm, and alighted in safety on the continuation 
of the pathway ; and never did our hero feel more 
thankful. Cuffie followed, and Callygilly, as he 
called his mule Caligula, was not inferior to Titus 
in leaping. 

Soon after this they got into the road wliich led 
to the overseer's house. Davenant tightened bis 
rein as be rode through the colfee walks, lingering 
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to admire the trees which appeared thickly clus- 
tered with fruit, and its bright coral colour con 
trasted well with the deep green of the foliage. 

The house was a very pretty one, and but one 
story high, as they mostly are, on accouiit of 
earthquakes. Our hero, on alighting, gave his 
mule to the lad (who was presently surrounded 
and assisted by three or four of the house ser- 
vants) and then walked boldly into the hall, where 
the white people were at breakiaat, and was wel- 
comed by the overseer, who would listen to no 
apologies for intrusion, but welcomed him with 
the utmost cordiality, and invited him to sit down 
and partake of the meal . 

The virtue of hospitality, and that too of the 
genuine old English character, still flourishes in 
our West Indian colonies, and a respectable white 
man may travel from one end of an island to the 
other, without his journey costing him a single 

A breakfast of strong coffee with dried fish, and 
journey, or Johnny cakes, as they are called, 
white yams, plantains, and other bread-kind, re- 
freshed the traveller, and having (inislied his 
meal, and made acknowledgments for the at- 
tentions shown him, he mounted his mule 
and resumed his journey : as he penetrated still 
further into the interior of the island, he had 
more and more reason to admire the uncommon 
variety and beauty of its scenery: nor did he 
view it to disadvantage on account of the recent 
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occmrence of the hunicane, as nature soon talliH 
ID these cltmes, and she had by this time nearly 
recovered all her charms. 

At length our hero approached bis destination, 
and on turning the base of a hill, the bouses and 
works of Prince's Valley burst upon his sight. 
TIte overseer's house was situated upon a coDsi- 
derable eminence, and near it also stood the bar- 
racks, where the rent of the white people lived, 
and a range of buildings containing kitchen and 
store-rooms. Beyond these was the hospital, or 
hot-house as it is called, and, in the rear of all, 
the negro town, consisting of upwards of a hundred 
cane-tliHtched cottages, mostly hid by the trees 
and shrubs of (heir small gardens. In the flat or 
bottom, below liie eminence, appeared the sugar- 
works, which were upon a grand scale, and occa- 
pied much ground. There were two mills for 
grinding the canea, and several large roofed 
buildings, open at the sides, called trash-houses, 
for receiving the cane after the juice has been 
expressed, and where it is kept for fuel for the 
ensuing year. Then there was the boiling-house, 
where the sugar is made, and attached to it the 
curing-ltouse, where it is put into hogsheads and 
allowed to remain and drain for three weeks, when 
it is considered to be cured and fit for being 
shipped. A large deep tank separated the boiling- 
house from the distillery where the rum is made. 

Being crop, or harvest time, our hero observed 
the yard to be full of bustle and activity ; cart 
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KOd male loads of canes were contioually coming 
in from the fields ; the windmill was at work, and 
the cftttle-raill also : mulea are, however, more fre- 
quently used in the latter tha:i oxen, and it was 
amusing to Daveuaut to aee the negro-boya, like 
■o many monkeys, perched upon the long sweeps 
or Bjma of the mill, and driving the mules attached 
to them — cracking their whips, uttering unintel- 
ligible Houuds, making the animals tly round with 
great speed, and frequently encouraging (hem by 
singing in chorus. 

Davenant had hardly entered fhe yard ere he 
was met by Mr. Noble, the overseer, wiio was a 
gentlemanly-looking man, and a native of the 
West Indies : his slature was very lofty, being 
considerably above six feet, but he was very spare, 
like most Creoles, who are seldom remarkable 
for being robust, like Europeans, aldiougtt they 
are mostly tall. 

Mr. Noble was exceedingly glad to see our 
hero, and kindly welcomed him to Princes Valley, 
but before he took him to the house, he led him 
over the works, a:id Davenant was highly gratified 
in seeing the whole process of manufacturing that 
naeful and almost necessary of life — sugar ; and 
he remarked, that, contrary to the opinion which 
he, in common with all uninformed persons enter- 
tained, the most estreme cleanliness is observed 
in the manufacture of sugar. 

The boiling-house particularly struck our hero ; 
it was an immense buildiug, with two sets of 
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coppers, and a large cypLon hetween ; the walls 
were very lofty, and the roof open to let out llip 
steam, which almost filled the place, rapidly 
ascending in vast columns from the eanJdrons, and 
the appearance of the half-^iaked negjo-bnilera 
in the midst of it, lashing the foaming liquor to 
keep it down, and now Hhoiiting in uncouth 
language, now singing the wild and plaintive 
songs of their native land, was strangely inte- 
resting. 

The exact time to " pull the skip," that is, Ig 
lade out the liquor from the " teache," or last 
copper, is only known to the negro-boiler ; for 
tlie wliitea, who only occasionally look on, cannot 
arrive to that knowledge, which mast be tlie 
result of years' eKperieuce. 

By pulling the skip a few minutes too early, or 
too late, the sugar would be spoilt ; but the eye 
of the boiler ascertains with precision the proper 
time, by the appearance of the boiling sj^rup upoD 
the back of his large copper-ladle, which be dips 
in it, and then suddenly draws out, and if it is 
ready, it will linger somewhat upon the surface of 
ilie ladle. 

If it is the time, it is then ladled out rapidly 
into large shallow wooden receivers, and io 
these it cools and granulates, but before it get! 
cold it is " potted or thrown into the hogshead, 
when the molasses drains away, and in the 
course of two or three weeks it is dry or cored. 

While the molasses is running away, the sugar 
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sihIcH, and more hot sugar is thrown into ihe 
hogshead lo iill up, and tlda is usually done so 
BkilfuUy fhat the hogaheadsj wiien about to be 
sent lo the wharf, require but little filling np, or 
ranuniiig down *. and by the bye, the good people 
iu England have an idea that Degroen tread the 
sugar down with their feet, and nothing remoter 
from truth was ever aaserted or believed : in place 
of this, a rammer, made of a heavy native wood, 
is used, and woe betide the negro who ahonld 
dare to set foot in the sugar, or so much as drop 
a grain of dust into it: a bit of cane or a chiji 
from the cooper's adze is all that can get into the 
sugar, and these things when Huaked in the 
molasses, appear dirty, and probably give rise to 
these ridiculous notions. 

Every where about the works our hero observed 
the negroes eating canes or drinking the boiled 
liqnor, of which they are estremely fond, and 
this must be said for the planter, that he does not 
muzzle the ox that treadeth out the corn, for the 
slaves are quite unrestricted in regard to canes, 
although the quantity consumed in the course of 
four montlis on an estate, where there are some 
hundred negroes, and all old and young, munch- 
ing aiid drinking all day and night long, must be 
rather considerable. But saccharine matter ia 
very nutritious, and as it fattens and strengthens 
the negroes, the proprietor is no loser in the end. 
Many consumptive Europeans have been com- 
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plelely restored to Bound health by the genial in- 
fluence of the West Indian climate, and the use ol 
cane-juice and raw eugar. 

What a tnily invaluable and wonderful plant u 
the Hugar-cane I no part of it is lost or wasted ; tkt 
juice is manufactured into one of the most salu- 
tary and luxurious articles of diet, more valuable 
. than honey, because less cloying, and amalga- 
mating with greater facility with other things ; 
again, the cane, after the juice is espresaed, is 
dried in the sun and wind, and then is superior to 
both wood and coal for the fire Deeded under cop- 
pers of the boiling-house, as it makes a rauch 
hotter and fiercer fire than either ; the leaves are 
food for cattle ; the tops or part between the leave* 
and ripe part is used for planting ; the very root 
will often last for years, sending up twenty or 
thirty canea every year ; the first year tliey are 
called " plants,'' and the following years " ra- 
toouB," which are termed first, second, third, 
according to their age. 

The molasses and skimmings of the liquor, 
together with the lees of former runnings, and« 
due proportion of water, make rum : lastly, the 
very ashea are useful, as they form a beautiful 
blue cement, remarkably smooth and close, much 
used in the West Indies for lining tanks and 
covering terraces. 

Our hero having seen all the works, ac- 
companied Mr, Noble to the house, which w« 
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very targe, but Dot very splendid ; the rooms 
were mlher bare of furniture ; a table or two, 
Home chaira, a dripstone in a. greeo I'rame, with a 
jar under it, in one corner; some old muakets, 
fixed horizontally alon^ the white-waiihed wall, 
and IVom a beam of the unceiled liall) for tlie 
shingle roof was visible), was suspended the cage 
of a parrot, a great favourite with Mr. Noble ; 
he had reared it from the nest, and taught it to 
speak several comic words and sentences, and 
being situated ao high the stranger did not alwaya 
notice the bird, nor did our hero, who wiis there- 
fore somewhat startled to hear a voice exclaim. 
as he entered the house, " Who thedevd are you, 

" Be quiet, you iinpertioent villain," said Noble, 
with a smile, as Le pointed out the delinquent (o 
Davenant, who was amused at the joke. 

The houses in a warm climate do not require 
much furniture ; and if the planter's abode fails 
somewhat in this particular, he endeavours to atone 
for it by having one article at least of superb 
appearance and dimensions, and that is the side- 
board. It is here he makes his grand display ; 
Mr. Noble's was of vast dimensions, and upon it 
stood armies of wine-glasses, regiments of tum- 
blers, and a whole array uf decanters, one of gi- 
gantic size filled with beverage, which is made of 
time-juice, sugar, and water, and used for making 
the cold punch, which is so much drank, lleside 
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this Btood a rummer for cold grog, of inch 
depth aod diameter that it required two hands to 
lift it when full. 

Our hero now took up his abode on the plao- 

tation, and aan the kiod of life led by the advent 
hirers of the New World, The planters, in general, 
he observed to be very friendly one with another, 
and although intent upon making money, yet 
willing to live by the nay. On the day of oar 
hero's arrival at Princes- Valley, Mr. Noble gave 
a dhiner, and his company consisted principally 
of the neighbouring overseers. Before the party 
sat down, the overseer, according to custom, led 
the way to the side-board, where he and aU his 
frienda took off a stiff glass of cold punch, the 
usual prologue to a plautation dinner : during Ihe 
meal, rum and water, porter, wines, shrub, and 
other diluents, were absorbed very freely, and ta 
Creoles are very fond of any thing very pep- 
pery. Noble had beside Ids plate a saucer full 
of pepper-pods ; a devil mas also made, which 
gave those who partook of it an increased desire 
for drink. 

Tea or coffee is seldom taken between dinner 
and supper on the plantations, but thia interval 
was consumed by the tompany in sitting in the 
piazza smoking cigars, and having their legs 
cocked up in the American fashion, and restiiig 
on the ledges of the vrindows and jalousies, M 
that their feet are on a level with their heads ; and 
this sort of graceful posture is universally prac- 
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tiaed on the plantations. After supper, the parly 
played at boniro, that is, loo, a favourite game 
nith the planters, and at a late hour the guests 
departed to their several homes. 

One evening, when Mr. Noble and Davenaiit 
were sitting alone, something in conversation 
touched a chord of the planter's mounded feelings ; 
he began speaking of himself, and related hia 
history to our liero, as follows : — 

" YoH see me, Mr. Daveiiant," said the planter, 
in B comparatively humble situation ; but it was 
not always so, for 1 was once in the possession uf 
an ample fortune, and had as fine an estate as any 
man in Jamaica ; but some imprudence on my 
own part, together with great folly and villany on 
the part of others, reduced me from afQuence to 
poverty. 1 was educated io England, and then 
returned to my native country ; shortly after 
which my father died, and left me amply provided 
for; I now resolved to marry, but instead of 
chusing a wife from among the Creole ladies, 
who are remarkable for tlieir sweetness of dis- 
position and domestic virtues, 1 must needs go 
to England to search for one, and meeting with 
a fine dashing girl at a ball, whom I had for a 
partner, I called upon her next morning, became 
deeply enamoured, and, continuing my addresses, 
brought things to a conclusion in a very few weeks ; 
we were raarried, and 1 soon after brought her 
out with me to Jamaica, though I noticed an 
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evident reluctance to quit the sphere of fHsliioii 
Hud extravagance in nhicb sbe had moved. 

For a while, however, my wife was very well 
pleased with the West Indies ; the novelties 
amused her, and the attentions of people pleased 
her, and the deference shewn to a woman of her 
taste and elegance gratified her vanity ; hut after 
a while these things ceased to give saliufaclion ; 
she complained incessantly of the seclusion, mo- 
notony, and insipidity of West Indian life, and 
jrave me no rest tilt I consented to return to 
England, and lake up my residenee in it 

Accordingly with a heavy heart I yielded to 
her request, and taking leave of all our dear 
friends, we went on board ship, and on our arrival 
in England, hastened to London, and took an 
excellent house at the court end of the town. 
My wife was now perfectly happy, and bless- 
ing herself that she had come home safe, after 
being in the land of fevers and barbarism, as she 
(erme<l it; she launched at once into a system of 
extravagance, 

" Enough to bear a royal merchant down," 

t^nd which finally temiliiated in my ruin. She bad 
long panted to cut a dash amongst her fashionable 
frieuds in England, and deeming my fortune In 
be equal to any expenditure, she set no bounds l<i 
her waste and prodigahty. Wy house was always 
kept open, and peace and happiness were com- 
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pletely banished from it ; every comfort in iit'e 
was sacrificed at the shrine of fashion ; card- 
parties, routes, balls, masquerades, and other 
eaterbdnments, followed each other in one con- 
tinual round, and were adteuded with aiich enor- 
mous expense, that I at length remonstrated with 
my wife upon the subject, assuring her that my 
fortune was wholly inadequate to support it. She 
heard me with suqirise, for (like many other people) 
she considered that being a West India planter 
my riches must necessarily be inexhaustible, and 
it was some time before I could convince her that 
the continuance of such a style of living as the 
present must, at no very distant period, end in 
my ruin. She now dropt tears of bitter regret and 
sorrow at being thus arrested in her splendid career, 
and made promises of amendment ; which siie 
might possibly have kept, but, unfortunately, jiisf 
at this cnsis our late common friend, Mr. ELay- 
mond, who bad just come over from Jamaica, took 
up hia residence in our neighbourhood, whose lady, 
as you know, is one of the same chamcter as mine 
was, and my wife seeing the dashing style in 
which Mrs. Raymond lived, and resolving that her 
own husband should not be thought less wealthy 
than Mrs. Raymond's, continued her extravangan- 
cies, and even went beyond them in endeavouring 
t^ surpass her rival. Again I remonstrated, and 
again she resorted to tears, and promised amend- 
ment ; but, alas ! her protestations were not I'ol- 
lowed by any change of conduct ; she wuuld udt 
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see ber riva] triumph, let irhat would happen ; so 
that at length my afTairs became so desperate that 
I repaired to a West India House, to which I was 
in the habit of consigning my prod'ire, and 
mortgaged my property for about a quarter of its 
value, but being unable to pay the first year's 
interest when it became due, the partners of this 
house (who owed all their prosperity to the fHend- 
ship and exertions of my father) took advantage 
of my distress, and got an order of Chancery to 
foreclose the mortgage. Tliey then wrote ont to 
their agent in Jamaica, desiring him to put my 
property up for sale, and, directed by them, he 
managed the thing so cleverly that he easily out- 
bid the few who were apprised of the sale, and 
ray beautiful and valuable plantation was knocked 
down to his rascally employers at about one- 
eighth of its value ; and thus did these wretches 
actually buy it with my own money !" 

" You start, Mr. Davenant, at the relation of 
this foui instance of knavery," continued Noble ; 
" but it is not at all uncommon ; numbers hate 
lost their estates in the same way. The money 
obtained by the sale of my patrimony was nearly 
all spent, when my wife died of a rapid con- 
sumption, brought on by a succession of colda, 
which she caught by frequent exposures to cold 
night air, during a winter of dissipation. Her 
failings had been many, but my affection for her 
had almost blinded me to them all ; and now that 
she was gone, 1 was inconsolable for her loss. 
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After her intennent I threw up my establishment^ 
took leave of my friends^ and returned to Jamaicay 
bringing with me a fine little boy^ my only child^ 
but he died soon after my arrival^ and thus was I 
left alone in the world. I continued to reside at 
Kingston upon the wreck of my fortune, and on 
the return of Mr. Raymond I applied to him for 
employment as an overseer, when he kindly gave 
me the management of this plantation. 



CHAPTER XI. 



.About this time one of the junior book-keepers 
of Princes- Valley left it to go and lire upon 
another plantation, and Mr. Noble, now become 
*ery partial to Davenant, aud atixioua to have his 
society, proposed to him to accept the vacant 
situation, and learn to make sugar and rum. 

Our hero, much attached to Mr. Noble, and 
preferring rather to be actively employed during' 
his stay in the West Indies than to be idle, closed 
with the proposal of the worthy overseer, and 
immediately entered upon the dutiea of lus situa- 
tion ; and he had not been in office long ere 
he was called upon to perform the following 
service : — the attorney or atjent for the estate 
had purchased a hundred newly-imported slaves, 
for the plantation, and Mr. Noble requested our 
hero to take a trusty negro witli him, and go and 
fetch them ; and as these new slaves were all 
Coromantees, who are the natives ol' the Gold 
Coast, a remarkably fierce and intractable race, 
it was necessary for our hero to select such an 
assistant as would be acquainted with their lan- 
guage, and be likely to have some influence over 
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fhem ; but it happened that there was iiot one of 
this uatiou on the estftte who was fit for the 
undertaking. He therefore chose a slave calJed 
Zinga., who was one of the finest negroes on the 
plantation, and who knew something of the 
Coromanty language ; his stature was approach- 
ing to the gigantic, his strength was in propor- 
tion to liis size, and his air was commandiiig : he 
had been a chief in hia own country, and his 
history was interesting. 

The nation he belonged to are called the Da- 
homana ; they are a powerful ant) warlike nation 
of Airica, who live to the eastward of (he Gold 
Coast, between the rivers of Volta and Beniti ; 
their dominions also extend to the sea-coast, 
inclnding the kingdom of Whydah, which they 
obtained by conquest ; for while yet a small and 
inconsiderable people, they were called Foys. 
Taccoodonou, one of their cliiefs, made war upon 
Da, King of Abomey, whose capital he soon 
reduced, and seizing the unfortunate King, he, 
in compliance with a. vow which he had made 
during the siege, put him to death by cutting 
open his belly, and he then placed his body 
under the foundation of a palace that he built in 
Abomey, as a memorial of his victory : this he 
called Dahoniy ; from Da the victim, and Homy 
hie belly, signifying a house built in Da's belly. 

After this, Taccoodonou took the title of King 
of Dahomy, and his subjects were henceforth 
called Dahomaus. 
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Such WB.S tiie origiD of the Dahoman empire, 
which \faa afterwards mucb extended by the 
conquest of other kingdoms, and particularly of 
Whydah. 

On the death of Guadja Trudo. the conqneror 
of Whydgh, the two prime ministers, Tamegan 
and Mahon, who had the power of appointiug to 
the throne whichever of the King's sons they 
deemed moat fit for the office, selected Ahadee, 
which was no other than Zinga's younger brother. 
This appointment grieved him exceedingly, and 
he resolved to make an efibrt to recover what he 
considered to be his birth-rtght, and he collected 
frienda to espouae his cause ; but when he was at 
the point of asserting hia claims, he was sur- 
prised by Ahadee, who had got intelligence of the 
conspiracy, and the latter cauaed him to be sewed 
up in a hammock, put on board of a canoe, and 
carried out two leagues to sea, when he was 
thrown over-board ; but the executioners of this 
office had scarcely performed it, ere tiiey were 
obliged to paddle away for the shore with all speed, 
BlB a Spanish siave-ship waa bearing down upoQ 
them, and tliis soon arriving where Zinga was 
floating, and the crew perceiving that it was a kind 
of sack, they were curious to observe what it con- 
tained; and therefore took it on board, and having 
cut it open found tlie body of the unfortunatii 
prince, with but few symptoms of life remaining in 
it ; however, the stature and appearance of the 
victim caused them to exert themselves, for profifs 
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snke, TO rescue him (torn the jaws of deatb, and 
at length, by care and attention, Ziiiga came to 
himBelf, and recovered his wonted health and 
vigour ; but be repined at his present condition, 
aa Boon aa he became acquainted with it, and 
heartily wished that be had perished. However, 
a mutiny breaking out in the aliip shortly after, 
he managed to get free, and leaping overboard 
swam to the shore, which was not at a very great 
distance; he then changed his name, and went 
amongst the Eyoes, who were at thin time at 
war with &e Dabnmans, bein<; alao in alliance 
with the Malices and the Pepoes, and Zinga so 
distinguished himself by bis valour in war, and 
his wisdom in the council, that on the death of 
the King of the Eyoea, tbey elected bim to the 
vacant throne ; and thus did fortune, in some 
degree, atone for her former frowns, and he even 
entertained hopes that, by an alliance with the 
neighbouring kings, he should be able to conquer 
Ahadee ; but these prospects were blighted 
speedily, for his appointment to the throne had 
made him many enemies, and these at length 
falsely accused him of miscnnduct ; upon which, 
according to a custom of the nation, a deputation 
waited upon him, and said, with all gravity, that, 
as the burden of government had been so fatiguing 
to his Majesty, they would recommend him to 
repose from his cares. He, in compliance with 
the custom of the country, thanked (he people for 
their attention to his ease, and retired to his apart- 
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ment, as if to sleep, but instead of permitting Uis 
women Id strangle him, like his predecessors, he 
contrived to effect his escape by the gardens uf 
his palace, and thus leaving the kingdom, went 
and lived amongst the Kboes : these are a reinark' 
ably soft and docile race ; they are averse to war, 
and whilst the Coromantee and the Congoe, and 
Others will revolt, or commit suicide, when en- 
slaved, the Eboe submits to the yoke with perfect 
patience and apparent contentment, and is always 
accounted by the planter to be the moat tractable 
and best disposed of all the negro tribes. 

Amongst tliis people Zinga found tliat re- 
pose and rent which he sought, and led that 
easy and careless life which the negro loves. 
With tjie assistance of his neighbonrs, he, in a 
aingle day, built a house in the village, for il 
only consisted of a fen trees or posts driven into 
the ground in a rough state, vrith straw or palm 
leaves as a covering. A very little time is neces- 
sary to spend in the culture of the earth in the 
regions within the tropics, as its fertility is amazing. 
Millet, Indian com, or maiBe, the yucca root, and 
other vegetables, together witli the spoils of the 
chase, and the contribution of the lake or river, 
serve the negro for food, whilst for drink he 
has, amongst others, the palm-tree wine, a liquor 
of a whitish colour, very hard and strong, like 
Rhenish wine. 

Zinga now became naturalized amongst I 
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people, and wns admitted to all their ^Bemblies 
and dances ; at lengtli lie fell in love with a 
beautiful Eboe girl and made her his wile. It 
may seem ridiculous to aa European to term 
Negro women beautiful, but setting aside their 
oomplesion, they are frequently, from the bright- 
ness of their eyes, the regidarily of their features, 
the whiteness of their teetli, added to their forms, 
tall, elegant, and elastic, entitled to be considered 

In soft Quameena, Zinga's wife, as in many 
other instances, the nostrils were not dilated, nor 
the lips enlarged, but her features were entirely 
of the European contour, and her colour, like that 
of her tribe in general, was ratherof a copper than 
a sable hue. 

As her parents were well off, she was enabled 
tu make a good appearance on her wedding day : 
her hair was adorned wttli a vast number of little 
thin gold plates, in the manufacture of which the 
native artists excel ; though separately these 
plates were of small value, yet Quimeenn wore 
such a prodigious number of tbem, that the value 
amgunted to a considerable sum: besides these, 
she had various other adornments, consisting of 
ivory and shells, with a dress of brocade, adorned 
with a profusion of gold ! 

Aa there was a sincere attachment formed 
between Ziuga and Quimeena, he laid aside all 
hw dreams of ambition and greatness, and resolved 
to sit down quietly with her, and end his days 
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with her tribe, but fortune was hostile to his 
repose. 

One day he went to attend a. Palaver, which ia 

an assembly of about forty negroes of all ages, 
who meet either in a large hall, or beneath the 
broad leafed, branehea of some large and spreading 
palm tree, for the purpoHC of conversing and 
relating atories ; the company draw together at 
sun-riae, and aa soon aa the number is complete, 
they range themselYes in a circle : the eldest 
begins the conversation by relating (he events of 
the preceding evening. Soon afterwards the pipe 
makes its appearance, and when the company 
have exhausted their conversational powers, two 
of the moat clever amongst them are selected lo 
play against each other, and the general intereal 
is divided between the two champions. 

Zinga being an expert hand at play, was one of 
thoae who, upon thia occasion, sat down to amuse 
himself and tlie company ; his opponent waa alga 
a shrewd hand, and at length taking some unfair 
advantages of Zinga, the latter expostulated and 
exposed his tricks ; upon which the oppoaeal 
became so enraged, that he drew a knife upon 
Zinga, but ihe latter quickly drove him out of 
the assembly, which immediately afterwards 
broke up in great clamour and confusion, and 
notwilhstanding the justice of his cause, ^nga 
being a foreigner, waa deemed to have acted too 
surumarily, and being tried for his offence before 
a kind of court of justice, he was severely fined. 
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■nd ever after excluded ftom tlie Palavers, and 
festive meefings of the £boes. 

Finding himself no longer happy amongst this 
tribe, he left it, accompanied by his wife, and went 
to live among the MandlngoeB, whose country 
lies south of (he River Gambia, and he soon 
disllDguished himself ia the frequent battles 
which took place between this nation and the 
Feloops, an exceedingly wild and fierce tribe. 
The Mandingoes have a cant language, which is 
spoken by the men, but seldom made use of 
except in discoursing about a dreadful bugbear, 
called M umbo- Jumbo, by which the women are 
kept in awe. This abominable contrivance is 
wholly peculiar to these parts of Africa. 

The Mumbo-jumbo is an idol, decked out in a 
long coat, manufactured out of the bark of trees ; 
it has a tuft of fine straw in the top of it, and 
when the person wears it, it is eight or nine feet 
high. This bugbear wbs invented by the men 
to keep their wives in subjection ; and the latter 
are so ignorant, or at least pretend to be so, that 
they take the idol to be a wild man ; and the 
horrid noise which issues from it, and which few 
of Oie natives can imitate, tends to confirm the 
delusion. 

When the men have any dispute with their 
women, Mumbo-jumbo is sent for to decide it, 
and he accordingly comes at night, as is always 
the custom, for the sake of effect, and liis judg- 
ment ia always in favonr of the men. Hid 
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authority 19 so great, that he caji order those 
around Iiim ta do what be pleases — either to fight, 
kill, or make priaoners. 

When tlie women hear the moDster approaching, 
they run away and bide theniBelves, but Bome- 
times he senda for them all tu rome and sit down, 
and ordeTB them to sing or dance, and Ln case of 
a refusal, they are brought by force and whipped. 
ZingH's wife, between whom and her hiiaband 
there existed no dlfTerence whatever, joined the 
rest of the women out of curiosity, but, on the 
approach of the bugbear, alie fled away in terror, 
and refusing to return, she was seized, brought 
back, and sentenced to be whipped. Zinga, who 
was absent at the time, had returned to his house 
in the meantime, and misaiug his wife, went to 
seek her amongst the crowd collected round the 
Idol ; and now, hearing her voice calling upon 
his name with loud and distressing cries, be 
hurried to the spot with a club in his hand, and 
throwing aside the people, released his wife, and 
then in a transport of rage, attacked the bugbear 
with his weapon, shattered it to pieces, and half 
murdered the man who was inside of it. This 
was no sooner done than he came lo himself, and 
aware of the capital nature of his offence, he 
hurried away with his wife, and taking advantage 
of the confusion, escaped from the mob, and 
returned to his house with the intention of 
packing up a few things and decamping ; but 
bis enemies were quickly upon him, and after 
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il was expected that lie would expiate his guilt 
h} a most cruel death : his wire, also, nas tn 
suffer with Itim. But, iu consideration of his 
services, and also from avaricious motives, they 
did not proceed to this extremity, but sold Zinga 
and his wile to the JoDCoea, or native slave mer- 
chants, by whom ihey were taken to one c>f the 
factories on the Gambia, and sold to the English, 
who soon after shipped them to Jamaica. There 
tbey were both purchased by Mr. Raymond, and 
placed upon Princes-Valley ; and the humane 
treatment nhicb they eKperienccd at the hands of 
Mr. Noble greatly reconciled ihera to their lot. 

Zinga was very much attached to our hero, 
nbo bad shewn him many acts of kindness, and 
got bim to be promoted to the situation of bead 
man upon tbe estate. And now, accompanied by 
this noble slave, Daveiiant set out for the dis- 
tant town of * * * *, where having arrived, be 
collected the negroes newly purchased, and dien 
commenced his journey back to Princes-Valley. 

These new slaves, as ne have already stated, 
were all Coromantees, and males, tall stout men, 
very forbidding in their looks, from the circum- 
stance of ibe skin of the forehead being stripped 
off the brow, the jagged ends of which beetle 
over the eyes, and give to their very dark and 
ferocious countenances, when gleaming with anger, 
a most intimidating aspect ; indeed, it is for the 
purpose of increasing the terrors of the warrior's 
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look that this practice is resorted lo by the Coro- 
mantyne nation. Of all the tribes of Africa 
this ia the most impatieot under the yoke of 
slavery, and Davenant observed that ihe new 
slaves manifested many symptoms of diseonteiit. 
The party were crossing an imineDse savannah 
when night came on, and as they were yet far 
t'TDin home, mid no habitations nithin a distance 
of many miles, Davenant halted the party, re- 
solving to pass the night under a. clump of 
cocoB-Diit trees which burrounded a small laks 
in the midst of the plain. 

This done, he, with the assistaoce of Francii, 
made a fire with some decayed branchea which 
lay about, and this he determined to keep bnm- 
ing all night, in order to heighten the tempera- 
ture of the atmosphere. As soon as the fire was 
made, tlie negroes lay down around it ; but oor 
hero and Zinga continued to watch, as it was 
not their intention to resign themselves to rest at 
all. It was now past midnight, and Davenant 
was silling at the foot of a cocoa-nut tree, some- 
times looking to the state of the fire, and anon re- 
garding the negroes, who appeared quite tranqml, 
andburiedin sleep. At another time his eyeWRD' 
dered over the spacious vault of heaven, now glow- 
ing with unnumbered radiant worlds, ajid be 
amused himself with conjectures respecting tlie 
nature of the beings who inhabit them — thtir 
systems of society — and whether they were a per- 
fectly righteous and angelic race, or fallen and sin- 
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All, like the poor tenants of tliis earth. Sonietimea 
his mind nould Tecal with a melancholy pleasure 
the dear recoIlectionH of hia native land — the land 
of hii fathers and his affections. Tnie, he had few 
ties to bind him to it, but those few were strong ; 
the amor palrite was a principle that glowed with 
ardour in hia bosom, and though her skies are 
leaa sunnj-, her graves less fragrant, and she is 
in many respects less favoured by nature than the 
^fted regions of the south, yet was England still 
beloved, still pre-eminent above all other countries 
in the affections of this her son. Again, too, his 
melancholy, yet pleasing feelings, would deepen 
when he thought of one whose loveliness, misfor- 
tunes, and filial piety, had excited in a high degree 
his admiration and love : he delighted to dwell 
upon the scenes in which he had beheld her an 
actor — to recal her image, arrayed in all the 
charms which her many virtues flung around her. 
But where vras Alice Cariiegie now ? and should he 
ever meet her again? — were cjuestions, painful 
questions, which he could not answer ; but hope, 
that angel uf support, vrithout whose aid man 
must BO often sink, in despair, whispered to our 
hero that he should meet her again ; and he be- 
lieved the " flattering fale." 

The united effects of fatigue of mind and body 
now began lo exert their in6uence over the senses 
of Daveuant, and after several attempts (o keep 
himaelf awake, he at length gave way, quite over- 
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powered by drowiiitiessj and fell fast aal^p in the 
midst of the savage a. 

Our hero had not slept long, ere he was sud- 
denly awakened by the presaure of a band, which 
grasped his throat with violence, and looking np 
in alarm, he saw tliat he was at the mercy of the 
wild Coromantees, who were all yelling around 
him, and now began to busy themselves in bind- 
ing his legs and arms, with the evident intention 
of flinging him into the fire ! Davenant, as well as 
he could, shouted for Zingaj whom he would 
not believe to be treacherous, at the same time 
he struggled hard with the blacks, and fortunately 
getting one hand disengaged, drew out a pocket 
pistol unperceived, and wounded the man wbn 
waa endeavouring to strangle him : this both 
frightened the negroes, and relieved him from the 
throttling and binding for a moment ; but he 
was not yet upon hia legs ere the Coromantees 
fell npon him again more desperately than ever, 
and he gave himself up for lost : tliey had now 
seized Mm, and one of them, named Tackey, ihe 
ringleader in tliis aifair, made himself master nf 
Davenant's cntlass, and was about to hew him in 
pieces, when it was dashed out of his hand by oiie 
who pushed in among the crowd, and flung the 
savages all aside, like so many children : this wa^ 
the noble Zinga, who had gone away to another 
clump of cocoa-nut trees, at some distance, to 
fetch dry branches for the Hre ; he 
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released our hero, and then addrtsHed himself to 
his countrymen in their native language, with 
great vehemeDce and much gesticulation, fre- 
quently pointing to uur hero, and placing his 
hand on his own heart, intimating that ihey must 
pierce him through before they could get at a man 
to whom he was so much indebted ; he also sbened 
them the groundlessness of their alarms ahont 
being eaten by the whites, and the folly of revolt- 
ing ; in short, by Ids nild but powerful elo- 
quence, he succeeded in restraining the passions 
and allaying the fears of the Coromantees in a 
great degree, and they all submitted quietly, with 
the exception of Tackey, who was enraged with 
Zinga for Ida interference, and now endeavoured 
to the utmost to urge the rest to resist, but 
finding Uis efforts vain, he yielded also, but re- 
solved upon revenge ; from that hour be marked 
out Zinga as an enemy to be sacrificed on 
the first opportunity. Our hero was equally 
BUrpriaed and delighted at his escape, and, as 
may be supposed, did not allow sleep again to 
overpower him, but continued watching with 
arms in bis hands till the earliest dawn, when 
be ordered the party to continue its march, and, 
before the close of the day, it arrived at Princes- 
Valley. Davenant then related to Mr. Noble the 
events of the journey, and the worthy overseer 
promised to reward Zinga for his good conduct, 
and with regard to the new slaves, instead of 
punishing them, he endeavoured by every means 
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to remoye all fears^ and attach them to him 
he might have succeeded^ but for one ill-difl 
and discontented spirit^ which was Tackey 
neither would submit himself^ nor suffer his 
trymen to do so^ but continually kept up am 
them a spirit of opposition to the authority 
whites. 



CHAPTER Xn. 



Omk Sunday morning Mr. Noble asked oar hero if 
he wonld like to go to church. Davenant replied 
in the affirmative. " The Vicar of * * * town," 
sud Noble, " is going to do the duty ; he is a 
very excellent and zealous minister, atid comes 
sometimes amonget us here with a view of doing 
US Bome spiritual good ; but our youug planters 
tfy the good man's patience a little, as you will 
observe, but he is firm and persevering, and, like 
St. Paul, is willing to put up with much, so he 
may nin some souls to Christ." After breakfast the 
overseer and Davenant mounted their horses, and 
after about an hour's ride arrived and alighted at 
an old dilapidated-looking dwelling, which Noble 
Btyled the church ; but, in reality, it had been the 
great house of a plantation, that is, the residence 
of the proprietor, but he and bis family bad been 
long settled in England, so that this mansion had 
been suffered to go to decay, until appropriated to 
ila present purpose, wheu all the rooms were 
thrown into one, and a pulpit, reading-desk, and 
benches erected, and one end curtained off for 
a vestry-room. To this sanctum Mr. Noble led 
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the way, and there our frieods were received by 
the clergyman and a number of planters ; the 
former was a venerable man, with an uncommonl; 
meek, and Christian -like aspect. He was already 
arrayed in his canonicaht, and displajed in his 
deportment all that eedateness and preparation 
of mind which should characterize the conduct 
of a clergyman previous to lus entry upon tlie 
discharge of his solemn and sacred duties; nor 
WHS he to be discomposed by the good-natured 
raillery and levity of the gay and thoughtless rotn 
around him. 

" Now, Reverend," said one of these wags, 
" what sort of a lecture do you intend giving ns 
this morning ?" 

" Do you not deserve a severe one ?" said Mr. 
Woodford, with a, smile. 

" Not ua, iudeed ; we yield in purity only to 
the primitive Christians," returned a second. 

" I'll choose you a test, parson," said a third — 
" the one thing needful." 

" Which is — money, in your opinion, you 
Israelite in g;rain, but not without guile !" said a 

" Sure, and I'll teU you what you'll do. Reve- 
rend," said another of the planters, a thorough 
Hibernian ; " let your sannon be short and 
Bwate — any how ; for St. Paul said, that five 
words were sufficient : Corporal Trim too was of 
the same opinion ; and, if it adds to the authority, 
BO is Pat O'Douoghne ; but if you will be after 
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GpinniDg a long yarn, don't be angry mid me, if I 
lake a bit of a nap all the while, for 1 was at 
Cooein O'Phelim'a last night, keeping his birth- 
day, and, St. Patrick be my mtness, but I never 
got a wink of aieep from the time I went to bed 
at three in the morning, till I woke about ten !" 

A number of black aiid brown people were by 
this time arrived, who occupied the middle and 
rear benches of the chapel, and the congregation 
being thua assembled, the clergyman, followed by 
his friends, left the vestry, and with a reverend 
step he advanced to and entered the readiug-deak. 

The service commenced with the morning 
bynui. The good Divine read the beautiful 
liturgy of our Church in a solemn and impressive 
manner, and his congregation were both aerioiiB 
and attentive. The sermon which followed was 
excellent, and in it the preacher evinced the 
greatest zeal to (each the perishing sinners around 
him the way to heaven and happineea ; he gave 
them warnings to deter, and promises to encou- 
rage ; he turned the waters of life through the 
Augean stable of the human heart, traced ain 
through all its devious paths, exposed its de- 
fonnity and misery, and stripped it of all those 
deceitful trappings and colnuringa which allure 
and destroy the aoul. When the sermon was 
concluded, the planters returned with the Divine 
to the vestry-room, where he divested himself of 
his canonicals. 

Shortly after this, a servant entered, and deli- 
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vered a note to Mr. O'Donoghue, wliich he had nn 
■ooner perused than he changed colour, and ex- 
claimed, " By the shoul of my grandfather. 
O'Phelim's in heaven ! Sure he nent to bed last 
night as well and aa much himself as ever I san 
him ; but he forgot to get up this morning. Och, 
hone! Ocbj hone! Arrah Phelim, why did ye 
die?" 

Iliis announcement of the awful and sudden 
death of a friend and boon companion to them all. 
scarcely occasioned the least degree of reflectiOD 
in any of the gay ones of the party, as deaths 
are so very frequent amongst them. 

Upon the present occasion, however, several 
of the planters feigned a great degree of sor- 
row and sympathy ; they crowded round Paddy, 
and pulling very long faces, condoled with him 
upon the loss of his cousin ; but Pat was not to he 
comforted; he sorrowed as those that have nn 
hope, and the jollifications at O'Phelim's, the 
long array of glorious feeds, and more glorious 
drinks, which his defunct relative had given him, 
crowded into his memory, and the reflection that 
they were to recur no more quite overpowered 
him ; in short, without a stiff glass of brandy, 
Paddy could not possibly have supported himself 
under his melancholy bereavement. 

O'Donoghue, with a very sorrow- stricken coun- 
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took his 
day for the funeral, engaged Mr. Woodford I 
ofGciate, and invited all the company present tt 
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attend. Mr. Noble and Darenant mounted their 
borses soon after, and returned to Princea- 
Valley. 

The day for the interment of Mr. OTheiim, 
the overseer, of Green-Vale, now arrived, and 
Mr. Noble and Davenant rode off to be present 
al it. They found O'Donoghue in deep mourning, 
and looking extremely doloroao. Mr. Woodford 
WHB there already, and the party being asaembled, 
sat down to a well-covered table, at which 
O'Donoghue acted as vice-president, the clinir of 
Mr. OTheiim remaining unoccupied at the head - 
and its desolate appearance might well irapress 
the survivors, however mad and thoughtless, when 
they reflected on what was become of the gay and 
foolish man, who had so often sat in that seat, and 
entertained this very company, now summoned to 
appear before the bar of God from the very midst 
of a debauch ! 

It was rather late in the evening when the 
company rose from table, to pay the last offices 
to the departed : the coffin was now brought out 
of the bed-room, and laid on chairs in the hall; 
it was covered with white linen instead of black 
cloths, as is customary in the West Indies, and 
studded with black nails ; a pall was dispensed 
with. After this arrangement was completed, 
the clergyman commenced reading the burial- 
aervtce ; nor was this admirable ritual listened to 
with complete indifference, for it contains all 
that can impress the mind of man with the 
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vanity of this fleeting and transitory i 
and the importance of a preparation for the 
awful change — all that can minister eonaolation to 
—bind up the breaking heart, and 
e the hearera of the evil of sin, which bu 
brnught " death into the world and aD our woe." 

When the clergyman had finished the portion to 
be read at that time, six of the planters, personal 
friends of the deceased, alung their handkerchief" 
to the handles of the coffin, and carried it out, 
the minister going before, and O'Donoghue walk- 
ing beliind aa chief mourner, followed by the rest. 
To make the scene more solemn and striking, as 
it was now dark Heveral negroes attended car* 
rying lighted torches. 

The procession arrived at length at a seclnded 
spot set apart for the burial-gronnd of the white 
people : this was sheltered by clumps of bamboo* 
of eootmous growth, which, even at mid-day, 
shrouded the spot with a fimereal gloom, Dave- 
nant observed that many a mouldering heap was 
there, and beneath them lay the remains of many 
a young, sanguine, and enterprising adventurer, 
whose heart had beat high with expectations, 
soon, ala^ ! to end in disappointment and death. 

After the service was over, the Divine, Mr. 
Noble, and Davenant, departed, leaving the real 
BO zealously •ndeavouring to drive dull care 
away, and keep up the spirits of O'Donoghue. 
that it is questionable whether a single man of 
them was able to find his nay home that uighl, 
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There was at this time, upon Princes- Valley, an 
old superannuated negro, called Carrajoe: he 
was past work but not mischief, for the liberty 
which was conceded to him on account of his age 
was used to effect the most dreadful purposes : 
it was more than suspected that a great number 
of negroes had fallen victims to his practices of a 
species of witchcraft, called Obeah. This super- 
stition is of African origin, and of the most extra- 
ordinary description. The professors of it pro- 
vide themselves with a number of charms, and 
these consist of rags, blood,feathers, parrots' beaks, 
phials of some liquid, cats' claws, little black cof- 
fins, grave dust, and other rubbish; and when a 
negro is to be ^^ obied," as the phrase is, some of 
this trumpery is placed in his path, or hung over 
his door. The moment the poor superstitious and 
benighted African beholds it, he gives himself up 
for lost ; from that hour he begins to pine away ; 
no medicines can cure him, nor any inquiries on 
the part of the whites induce him to discover the 
cause of his decline, or the name of his murderer ; 
but he continues to waste away rapidly, till he sinks 
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itito the grave. Bryan Ednarils, the hisloriand 
llie West Indies, relates that a plantation wtts 
nearly depopulated by these hellish practices, 
before a negro was found who had courage enough 
to discover the cause of the mortality to the mhitea, 
when it was put a stop to. In genera), however, 
the impostors practise their horrid arts free from 
all fears of detection. 

Whether the effects visible in the victima 
the result of intense dejection ofmind, or the o) 
tions of poison, is a question. The probability 
that the destruction of the person obied is effected 
by an union of both, for the Africans are very skil- 
ful in the preparation of vegetable poisons, and they 
always have within reach the deadly nightshade, 
the juice of the cassava, and many other roots and 
herbs, from which they can extract that which is 
fatal to life ; besides these, they use pounded glass, 
which they reduce to so fine a powder that it is 
swallowed without being perceived ; and many 
whites have been destroyed by this means. 

The plan with these workers of destruction is 
doubtless to be continually administering small 
doses till the constitution is completely under- 
mined, and so the victim is carried off by degrees, 
without any appearance of violence. 

But to return to Carrajoe : as no direct evi- 
dence could be obtained against him, he had hither- 
to escaped the punishment due to his crimes. The 
person of this sorcerer was more hideous 
giuationcanpaitit;itHeenicdindeedtobei 
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fitted to be tbe abode of the malignant spirit which 
animated it. He had been rather tall, but he now 
stooped considerably, and supported his steps by 
a long pimento staff ; his head was griszled, his 
face tattooed, and his I'eaturea were expressive of 
every bad passion ; whilst his eyes glistened from 
oiider his beetle brows like those of a snake. 
Being of the Papau nation, who are said to be 
cannibals, he had bis frcint teeth filed lo points, as 
JH customary with his tribe, in order that they may 
be fitter for tearing the flesh from the bone. 
Notwithstanding his years, he was tolerably hale 
and vigorous, had complete possession of his 
faculties, and was constantly moving about. 

In his vounger days he had been, like most of 
his nation, an object of coutenipt and abhorrence 
to the rest of the negroes ; but having taken to 
the practice of obeah in his declining years, it had 
procured for him that cold and unwilling deference 
which is extorted by fear ; for the heart of the 
stoutest negro would quail within him if hiii eyes 
enconntered the nitheiing scowl of the sorcerer. 

The new slaves had not been long upon Princes- 
Valley ere Tackey became acquainted with Car- 
rajoe, and finding tliat the old wretch had so much 
power and control over the minds of the rest of 
the negroes, he courted his intimacy, with a view 
(if engaging him in the contrivance of some scheme 
by which he could revenge himself upon the 
whites; and Zinga being an especial object of 
his hatred, he requested the obeah man to 



LOve him out of their way, as he would ol 
e be a constant check upon them, 
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:e of things upon the plantation 
: day Ziiiga came to Mr. Noble, and 
re to go up to some grounds in the 
, or back-woods, in order to procure a 
few rafters for a Louse that he was aboul to build. 
His request was readily granted ; and taking 
with him a friend, he set out fur the mountaiou, 
promising to return on the second day ; but (he 
time appointed came and went, and Francis re- 
turned not : two or three more days elapsed, and 
still he remained away ; and no other tidings could 
be obtained of liim but that he and his friend bad 
been seen entering the woods, but no one had no- 
ticed their return. 

As Mr. Noble did not for a moment entertain 
the idea that Zinga intended to abscond entirely, 
he concluded that some mischief must have be- 
fallen him, and he was the more strengthened in 
this opinion because Tackey and some of the other 
Coromantees had disappeared about this time, and 
knowing their hatred of Zinga, he very much 
feared that the noble slave would meet with foul 
play at theii hands. 

Accordingly, he requested Davenant to take 
with him two stout negroes, upon whom he could 
depend, and set off for the mountains, and endea- 
vour to discover what bad become of Zinga and 
his companion. 

Our hero, who felt greatly interested ab 
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favoiirite, lost no time in preparing for the expe- 
dition, and having anufd himself with a. fowling- 
piece and a brace of piHtols, and given the negroes 
a cutlass each, or a michrtle, as they term it, he 
took his leave of Mr. Noble, mouuted his mide, 
and set out upon hia journey, and after some hours 
riding he began to ascend the lower ridges of that 
vast chain of mountains which traverses Jamaica 
from east to west. 

The sun was only just above the horizon as the 
party entered by a defile one of the most beaiitilul 
and secluded spots that Davenant had ever beheld : 
it was a large plain, as level as a die, and com- 
pletely surrounded by hills, wooded to their sum- 
mits ; aud through the midHt of this vale mean- 
dered a beautiful stream, whose banks were 
adorned with palm trees and clumps of bamboos. 
Ah soon as the travellers had penetrated a bttle 
into the interior, they lost sight ol* the pass by 
which they had entered, and found themselves 
completely enclosed on all sides. As our hero 
viewed with admiration this charming retreat, his 
mind reverted back to the period when the island 
was still in the possession of the Aborigines, the 
moat inoffensive and virtuous race of savages of 
which we have any accoimt. Tliia, thought he, 
was perhaps a favourite place of resort with them 
— here they were wont to assemble to hold their 
feasts and festivals — here they passed their harm- 
less lives, as ignorant of the existence of the cruel 
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isinhabitants of the old 
were of theirs, until the ships of Columbns bronglit 
back the intelligence, 

A sugar plantation had just been settled in 
this remote part, and Davenant now directed 
his march towards the overseer's house, for the 
moDa.rch of day had by this time sunk, down 
behind the western hills : and his departure wag 
almost immediately followed by the shades of 
night, as there is no twilight within the tropics, 
and therefore the transition from day to night 
is exceedingly abrupt. Having arrived at (he 
house, our hero acquainted the overseer with the 
purport of his journey, and the latter invited 
him to pass the night under hia roof, promising 
him any assistance he might require. At an early 
hour OB the following morning the party set for- 
ward again, but Davenant left his mule at the 
plantation, as the ways he had now to traverse 
were so craggy, precipitous, and entangled with 
underwood, that it would be utterly impossible lo 
ride. When the grounds had been first purchased 
for the estate, which was merely for the sake of the 
timber, a track had been cut to the interior, where 
a hut had been erected, and it was to this habita- 
tion that the party intended to go ; but it was 
some time before they discovered the track ; and 
although it bore the appearance of having been 
recently passed over, it was far from clear, and 
the cutlasses were in frequent request to cut the 
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supplejack witha, aiid otber paraHitical plauls, 
whiah stretched across the patL, aud obstructed 
the progress ol' the party. 

The mind of Daveuaot was filled with gloomy 
forebodings, for be felt aa if he was ahout to 
witness aoioething that would shock and diatress 
him. Uis fowling-piece naa never brought to 
the level, although the wild boar often came 
within range of shot^and flocks of parrots, and 
other beautiful birds, wliich the party continually 
surprised, were no temptation to him. Gut on- 
ward they pressed in silence into the heart of the 
wildemeaa, elimbiiig rock after rock, and hill alter 
hill, now making their way with difficulty through 
the rocky and tangled dell, and now clambering 
the Bteepy aides of the mountaina, until they 
began to arrive at the very centre and depth of 
the back-wooda, when the way became moregloomy 
every step ; few birds were now aeeu, and few 
sonnda broke in upon the stitlaess of these awful 
solitudes, save the melancholy cooings of the ring- 
dove, the bald-pate, and other wild pigeons, which 
harmonized well with the feelings of the travellers. 
At another time, Davenant would have admired 
the wonders of the foreat by which he was sur- 
rounded ; he beheld trees of such vast aize 
that they appeared to be the growth of many 
centuries. There was the gigantic ueiba, or wild 
cotton tree, the monarch of Indian woods, rearing 
his enormous grey coloured stem to the height of 
seventy or eighty feet ere be dung abroad liis 
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huge limba, each of which is n:i large as a gnod 
sized tree, whilst the truak has ohea been scooped 
into a canue capable of containing a hundred 
persons : and Ihrre was the palmeto, or monnUup 
cabbage, perhaps the most graceful tree in the 
creation ; ils slender and ringed shaft shoots up 
lar above ell the other sons of (he forest, frequently 
to the vast height of a hundred aud lifty or sist; 
feet, when it spreads out its elegant palmy branches, 
which float on the breeze like ostrich plumes od 
the crest of a warrior. And there nan the cedar 
of magnificent growth and Inxurinnt foliage ; the 
tail bread-nut tree also, the iron tree, the green- 
hfart, the mahogany, the llgnum-vilffi, and many 
other precious and costly woods, in all the pro- 
fusion and perfection of undisturbed nature. 

These back woods abound with snakes anil 
lizards ; and a very large kind of lizard, of a 
beautiful bright green colour, and with the top of 
ils back and tail serrated like the edge of a sair. 
leaped down from a branch upon the shoulder of 
one of the negroes, and there it stood, with ils 
legs at full stretch, and its tail cocked out, iind 
looking extremely fierce. The man was horrot- 
struck, and stopt immediately, trembling all the 
while like an aspen leaf. And on Davenaiit 
asking why he did not drive it ofi^ he could not 
reply ; but the other answered for him, and said, 
"Massa, him a guana, sar, and if you tay a bit, 
him will jomp down, but if you go lor trike 
him, he will bite like a warra !" And 
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be had hardly concluded the sentence, ere 
fhe reptile gRve a spring which transreired it lu a 
branch, nhere, on account of its colour, it became 
instantly invisible. The man who had been so ' 
alarmed felt feveiish and thirsty after a little, and 
seizing hold of a common looking withe, which waa 
pendent from the limb of a tree, he cut i( with 
kia micbette, and applying his mouth to the end, 
procured a plentiful draught of the purest water : 
this was the celebrated water-withe ; but there is 
also another remarkable provision of nature, for 
a resource in the wildemeaa, and that is, the 
wild pine, which grows moat commonly upon 
the upper aide of the horizontal arms of the wild 
cotton tree; its leavea are considerably longer 
and larger than those of the pine-apple, and so 
hollow and cloae at the calix, that many of these 
pines are frequently found to contain upwards 
of a pint of water, collected from droppings and 

But these, and many more beDuliful ajid 
admirable traifa in nature, were almoat unheeded 
by Dareoant, whoae mind, like that of bis com- 
panion s, was wholly engrosaed by anxious 
thoughts respecting the objecta of their expe- 

At length they arrived in the neighbourhood of 
the hut ; and perceiving the blue smoke of a wood 
fire curluig np around the surrounding trees, they 
were inspired with hopes that Zinga and his 
companion might still be safe, and dwelling in the 



314 TKE ESCAFE. ^H 

cot; but these hopes were soon dissipated, when, 
on advancing a. little fdrther, one of the negroes 
started, and pointed to something in a gully 
or ravine, just beneath them. Davenant, on 
looking down, beheld the remains of the negrn 
who had accompanied Zinga : the sad fate 
of the one did not promise the safety of 
the other, and the fears for Zinga became 
stronger than ever. They now came within eight 
of the hut, which appeared to be in tolerable 
repair ; the roof was covered with mountain thatch, 
a species of palm; the spot whereon it stood 
was cleared for a small space, and a quantity of 
timber ready cut lay near the hut. On ar- 
riving at the entrance, they distinctly heard tlie 
groans of a man, mingled with the sobe of a 
woman; and Davenant, snatching a brand from the 
fire which was without, rushed into the dark 
dwelling, followed by one of the negroes, whilst 
the other remained behind to sentinel the door. 

By the light of the burning branch our hero 
discovered, at the further extremity of the hut, a 
scene which at once appalled and harrowed hia 
feelings. The figure of a man, wasted to a com- 
plete skeleton, lay stretched out upon the bare 
ground, with the exception of the head, which was 
supported on the bosom of a female, who appeared 
to be in a complete paroxysm of grief, and she no 
sooner beheld Davenant than she looked up to 
him, with her eyes streaming with tears, and in 
accents the most moving, implored pity and 



assisfance. She evidently did not recognize our 
hero, but directly the light fell on her countenance. 
he knew hsr to be Quameena, the wife of Zinga. 
But how had she arrived here before the party? 
na.y, how had she got hither at all ? how had she 
aunnoimted the difficulties of 8uch a journey, and 
made her way through tangled jungle, and rocky 
pass, encounteiing and overcoming difficulties 
which vsere formidable to the Btoutest man ? Yet, 
all this she had effected, though alone, totally 
andiamayed by danger and difficulty. She had 
prosecuted her painful journey, impelled by a 
passion which is stronger than death : the wild 
boar whetting his tusks did not scare her ; the 
poisonniiB snake, eyeing her from the thicket, and 
threatening to dart upon her, was equally disre< 
garded; nay more, she had braved the danger of 
meeting with those savage and desperate men 
who escape from the plantations and dwell amid 
these wilds, at whose hands she might have 
expected the most dreadful treatment. 

All, all had been dehed, and she had at length 
the melancholy satisfaction of finding her husband, 
although in a dying state. Her clothes were lite- 
rally torn to ribands, her Umbs and body scored 
all over, her feet cut and swollen; but her own 
state and sulTeringB were not thought of for a 



Oavenant could jnst distinguish that the featui 
of the dying man were those of poor Zinga, w 
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also recognized him, and aaid in a low Bepulchml 
tone, " All, Diaasa,megladforsee you before me die." 

" But what has reduced you to this dreadful 
condition, Zinga ?" inquired our hero. 

"Me obied, aar," waa the reply. 

" Who obied you ?" hastily inquired Davenant, 

" Carrajoe" replied Zinga, " him place obi ia 
for me path." 

"You should not regard such nonsense," said 

"Ah, masBB,'' replied Zinga, " but him catch my 
shadow !" which is a chann the negro deems the 
moat deadly of all. 

Davenant had not time to ask any more ques- 
tions, for he was now alarmed by the cries of 
the centinel, and on hnirying out he perceived 
Tackey and some of the Coromantees, and these 
no sooner beheld him, than they uttered a yell and 
rushed upon him ; but before they could come to 
close quarters wilb our hero, Le shot one of them 
dead with his gun, and the rest, seeing him draw out 
pistols, Sed. Tackey had disappeared a little before 
the rest gave nay, and now that the coast waa clear, 
Davenant was returning to the hut, when he 
perceived that it was on fire, and the materials 
being of an extremely combustible nature, it 
was all in a blaze in a moment ; a loud and 
appalling shriek mas now heard ; Tackey came 
rushing out of it with a hideoua gleam of satia- 
factioD on his countenance, and the next n 
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he was followed by Quameeoa, bearing in her arms 
the body of her husband ; but as soon as they were 
clear of the danger, the supernatural strength 
which her excitement had given her, left her, and 
she fell Benselesa beside her burden. Taclcey 
managed to elude the cuts that were made at him 
by Davenant, and getting clear away, be bounded 
off like a chamois, leaping from rock to rock, 
traversing the most rugged and difficult passes, 
and threading the mazes of the forest with uncom- 
mon agility ; but though a little distanced, Dave- 
nant, who had started olT in (he pursuit imme- 
diately, did not despair of overtaking him. One 
of the negroes, who was unwounded, accompanied 
our hero, and being very fleet of foot, be soon got 
very close upon the heels of the fugitive, upon 
which Tackey suddenly turned back upon Sambo, 
thinking to dispatcli bim with a blow or two, but 
the latter resistedhim manfully, shivered his cutlass 
in pieces, and would have cut him down, bad not 
Tackey betaken himself again to flight: the 
enraged Sambo was soon so close upon him again, 
that Davenant thought he was actually seizing 
Tackey, when the latter suddenly disappeared, 
and a loud laugh of derision was almost immedi- 
ately heard : Sambo uttered an exclamation of 
surprise, and then disappeared also. Davenant now 
CEune up, and perceived that tliey had both dropped 
into a cock-pit, which is the name given to im- 
mense circular pits which occur amid these moun- 
tains : they are doubtleHs of volcanic origin, and 
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resemble in shape a funnel, with its btoail 
part uppermost ; some are of vast deplii, and 
the tops of trees of the most atHtely growdi 
may be seen far far below by the spectator 

Bending over the edge of the precipice, 
nant perceived the two negroes engaged ii 
tal struggle upon a ledge of rock, about fifty 
feet below where he was standing, but, without a 
moment's hesitation, he also dropped down, 
breaking his fall by catching at the withes and 
bushes which grew on the face of the rock : 
but he arrived too late to save poor Sambo, 
for Tackey had just succeeded in flinging hiin 
over the precipice, and he was dashed to pieces 
by the fall ; but tlie villain did not wait to 
grapple with ourhero, bnt again made off, cliiuhing 
up a very steep part, until he got out of the cock-piL 
Davenant followed hitn, and kept always pretty 
cloae upon him ; at length the fugitive entered a 
cavern, and disappeared. Our hero followed him 
into it, and fell into a lake of water, which was out 
of his depth, and desperately cold ; the splash he 
made was no sooner heard by Tackey, than the 
villain gave another loud laugh of derision, which 
was echoed again and again by tlie hollow cavern ; 
but Davenant heeded not; a very few strokes 
brought him fo the other side, when he scrambled 
out in the dark, and listening awhile, heard the 
footsteps of Tackey as he fled along the cavern, 
which was like a tunnel bored through tlie heart of 
the mountain by the art of man; it was arched, and 
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so broad and level tbat a troop of liorse mi^lit have 
gallopped along it lor miles. Our hero followed 
the ruffian for nearly two houra along this dark 
way, and waa almost exhausted, when with joy 
he beheld light re-appear, but presently it was 
partially obscured by the body of Tackey, who 
was escaping by the aperture, and when Dave- 
nant also e;nt out, he was aslonished to find him- 
self on the side of one of those lofty hills which 
looked down upon the beautiful valley he 
had left in the morning : but the fugitive had 
now utterly disappeared, and as there were 
numerous caverns by wliich he could re-enter the 
bowels of the mouotains, Davenant deemed it 
prudent to give up the chase, and return to the 
plantation in the bottom. As soon as lie arrived 
there, he informed the overseer of the event of his 
expedition, and begged of him to send word to 
the Maroons, who had a town tti the neighbour' 
hood, that they might be on the look-out for 
Tackey and his friends. These Maroons are 
negroes, and the desceudants of the slaves of the 
Spaniards, who, at the time the island was taken 
by the English, ran away into the woods, built 
towns, and became quite an independent people. 
Their right to freedom was afterwards recognized 
by the legislature, and they had hitherto lived on 
good terms with the whites, and were exceedingly 
nsefiil in bringing in such slaves as had absconded ; 
for which service they are always liberally re- 
warded. They maintain themselves principallyiy 
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raising provisiona, hnnling wild hogs, and shoofing. 



^^^H Daveuant aluo begged of the overseer to srJid u 
^^^H a party of negroes to the hut, with a. litter, to 
^^^H bring anay Zinga and Qaameena ; accordingly Iiia 
^^^^1 request naa complied with, and tbat night they 
^^^^H returned, bringing with them a melancholy burden, 
^^^H for Zinga naa dying, and Quameena was quite 
^^^B dead : the united effects of excessive fatigue, 
^^^P grief, and IHght, had destroyed her. 
^^^ Davenant returned next day to Princes-Valley, 

r and ou lolorraing Mr. Noble of the particulars of 

his expedition, the latter was much grieved, but 
. he immediately dispntched a party of negroes to 

the Mountain Plantation, where our hero had left 
the untortuuate pair, which soon brought them 
^^^^ down to Princes- Valley. Zinga was now taken 
^^^L to the hot-bouse, or hospital of the estate, but his 
^^^H wife was consigned to the grave, amidst much 
^^^H lamentation on the part of the negroes. 
^^^^1 Tlie friends of Zinga, amongst his oven people, 

^^^H on learning that he was obied, hired an old woman, 
^^^V who was deeply skilled in this black art, to try by 
^^^^ counter charms to cute the victim, but she at length 
declared that all her efforts would be of no effect, 
and that white obeah could alone cure him, and 
counteract the effects of the black obcah. By 
white obeah she meant baptism. Accordingly 
Mr. Noble, willing to do every thing that would at 
all alleviate the mental or bodily sufferings o 
poor Zinga, and give him a chance of recon 
no sooner heard of the obeah woman's opin 
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than he sent for a clergyman from a distant 
town^ and had the unfortunate negro baptized^ 
and christened Francis^ and it was astonishing the 
effects this had upon the spirits of the victim ; 
from that moment new life seemed to be infused 
into him^ and this^ together with the medicines^ at 
length effected his cure. 

But Mr. Noble did not omit to reckon with 
Garrajoe for this black business; now that he 
had full proofs of his guilty he determined to 
make an example of him^ and expose the old 
villain before the whole plantation. Accordingly 
he gave orders for the whole of the negroes 
to assemble near the hut of the sorcerer^ and 
as soon as they were all present^ he had 
the old ruffian seized^ and all his obeah trumpery 
brought out. 

Mr. Noble then shewed these things to the 
negroes, and pointed to the poor old drivelling 
mortal before them, and asked them how they 
could be so silly as to be imposed upon by the 
miserable trickery of such a wretch, assuring 
them, at the same time, that if there were 
any reality or power in the pretended witchcraft, 
it would affect the whites as well as the blacks. 
After speaking a little longer to the same pur- 
pose, the worthy overseer had the puntees, fe- 
tishes, and other trash of the kind, thrown back 
into the hut, which was then set fire to, and burnt 
to the ground. 
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As to Carrajoe^ he had him confined in the 
stocks for some time; he then liberated him^ 
and allowed the monster to occupy another cot- 
tage^ on the promise that he would not again 
return to his wicked practices. 



CHAPTER XIV. 



Our hero had not felt himself altogether well 
since his return from the expedition to the moun- 
tains : this indisposition he attributed to his sudden 
immersion in coldwater^ when in a state of perspi- 
ration : he had now a severe pain in the chest, and 
a cough, which was exceedingly troublesome for a 
time ; and one day, when Mr. Barclay, the 
plantation doctor, called to visit him, he heard, 
as he crossed the hall, our hero having, as he 
supposed, a most distressing fit of coughing ; at 
the same time he was apparently almost suffo- 
cated with phlegm, which seemed to be with 
difficulty expectorated ; accordingly the worthy 
mediciner quickened his steps, and coming into 
our hero's room, expressed himself very much 
grieved to find that his cough was still so bad, 
and talked of giving liim some more medicine. 

" You are quite mistaken, Mr. Barclay," said 
Davenant ; ^ my chest alone is troublesome now, 
for as to my cough, I have not had a fit of it since 
yesterday !" 

" Do not trifle with your physician," said Mr. 
Barclay, smiling ; ^ did I not hear you having a 
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most terrible fit of coughiog as I entered ' 

"Not you, indeed, sir," replied Daventiat, fii 

" Then I am not to believe the evidence of my 
own senses, I suppose," replied the Doctor, rather 
gravely ; " however, my friend, as a patient, it la 
your place to submit to your medical adviser, and 
as siicli I really must order you some more 
medicine," 

" Well, then, you must physic that gentleman 
up tliere, and not me," said our hero, laughing, 
and pointing to Mr. Noble's parrot, which at this 
moment began to imitate the cough again as 
before ; whereupon the doctor laugbed lieartiiy at 
his mistake, and rated Poll for her impudence. 

TTie pain in our hero's chest increased to such a 
degree that he was compelled to endure a. blister, 
which was kept open for some time with the 
greeu leaves of the castor-oil-nut, which occa- 
sions it to rise again aa much as the blister itself; 
tlie dressing used was the heart of the plantain- 
leaf, which is nearly aa fine as muslin ; it is 
curled up in its natural state, but being un- 
rolled, and placed upon the inflamed skin, no- 
lliing is BO soft, aa cooling, and delightful. 

The blister relieved the pain in a great mea- 
sure, and Davenant wan thinking of quitting 
his bed, to which he had been confined for 
upwards of a week, but whilst sitting up to partal^. 
of some food, he suddenly found liimself depriti 
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of all appetite ; n cold shivering came iipon turn, 
which ended ia a complete agiie fit ; lliis, aAer 
a short time, was succeeded by a burning fever, 
when his pulse rose in a very short time to a great 
height. The Doctor was immediately aent fbrj 
who, seeing the great danger of the patient, 
poured in the very strongest medicines to save 
him, but all were of no avail; the fever atill 
raged, and gained ground, and on tlie third day it 
was arriving at that crisis when, if no change 
takes place, the patient dies. In answer to 
the anxious inqniries of Mr. Noble, as to the 
probability of a favourable turn, the Doctor 
shook his head, and said that the symptoms of our 
hero's case gave him little hope of it, and that most 
probably be would not be alive the next momiiig. 

One of the book-keepers sat up the greater 
part of this night with our unfortunate hero, who 
lay in a kind of lethargic stale, and was so low 
that he could not articulate. 

At length the book-keeper left our hero, and 
retired to bed, and liis place was supplied by the 
doetor-man, na be ia called ; this is a most 
important functionary upon a plantation, being 
the negro appointed to attend to the sick in the 
hot-house or hospital of the estate, and under the 
8 uperin tendance of one of the while people he 
adroiDisters tlie medicines prescribed by the 
doctor. 

The negroes who fill this post generally conceive 
themselves to be mighty great men, and they are 
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upheld in their conceit by the great respect paid 
them by all the ne^oes of the plantation, each uf 
whom reflects that he may at one tima or other 
require Ihe attendaiice, and be iiubject to tiie 
control, of this understrapper of Galen. 

Quaco-Beu, who now tilled the office aforesaid 
upon Princes- Valley, was not a whit behind the 
most arrogant and conceited of his brethren, and 
he considered himself to be a thorough- bred 
surgeon, and as well acquainted nith " phiggis'' 
as Mr. Barclay himsell'. He was withal a greal 
fop, dressed considerably, and imagined all " de 
bootiful gals on de 'state lub Quaco," althoagh 
they said Qnaco bore no remote resemblance to 
a baboon, or an ouran-oiitang ! 

After the departure of the book-keeper, Qnaco- 
Ben took his seat upon a trunk, and was for aome 
time busily engaged in plaiting split reed for a 
broad-brimmed hat, with which he intended 
shortly to astonish the natives, and outvie even the 
overseer himself. 

At length he paused from his labours oo 
hearing poor Davenant give a deep sigh, which 
he conceived to be his last breath ; he seized lh« 
candle, and stepped softly to the bed-side, and 
holding the light close to the face, surveyed the 
pallid features of the patient, All was composed 
and death-like, — the spirit appeared to have 
iinally departed from its suflering companion, ihr 
body. Quaco felt the pulse, but its beating was 
no longer perceptible ; he then turned tlie body 
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over and over, and certified himaclf in every way 
he could devise of the extiaction of the vital spark. 

He then restored things to order again, placed 
the body on its back, and leaving the bed-side, 
aaid to himself, " Biickra gane — Qluco help him- 
aelf;" whereupon he began to cast a wolfs eye 
round the room, for his cupidity was nearly etjual 
to bis arrogance. 

He first rummaged the pockets of the clothes 
last worn by poor Davenant, and therein he found 
sundry dollars, half dollars, and macaronies, or 
quarter dollars, which he transferred to his own 
pouch with looks of inlinite satisfaclLon ; he then 
possessed himself of the keys, and proceeded to 
rifle (he desk, but be found no money in it, 
becanse it was contained in some secret drawers. 
His next proceeding was to open the trunk he 
had been silting upon; and when he had flung 
hack the lid, and the various articles of a very 
respectable and well-conditioned wardrobe met 
bis eyes, he fell as much delight as Dominie 
Sampson did when he gazed at the large folios 
in the library, and holding the light in one hand, 
and sticking the other arm a-kimbo, he stood for 
B time feasting hia goggle eyes, and grinning all 
the while with ecstasy. He then drew a cliair, 
«nd, placing the candle upon it, plunged his 
thieviab bands into the trunk, and began to draw 
out and survey Ihe several items of its contents, 
snd hafiug selected a suit which he thought 



Tcould become his inc amp arable perauD, he pro- 
ceeded forthmith to array himself in if. 

But now be recollected that he wanted linen ; 
npon which he applied hiniself to a cheat of 
drawem for a supply of it, that in no respect he 
might fall short of a complete rig out. A shirt 
with a Qiagnificent I'rill and niffles, an elegant 
stock, and a splendid pair of silk stockiags with 
clocks, were successively put on, and drawn on 
Ilia dingy carcase. Qnaco, indeed, found some 
difficulty with the stockings, as his feet were 
enormous, and at right angles with his legs, 
that is, the heels protruded as far behind as the 
toes did in front ; however, after abundant exer- 
tion, and much perspiralion, he Hucceeded in 
getting them on. A pair of nankeen knee- 
bteeches, an embroidered waistcoat, and a mul- 
berry-coloured coat, were successively donned ; 
but our Adonis did not yet consider himself 
completely equipped. He next essayed to thrust 
his feet into a pair of shoes with splendid silver 
buckles, but he was obliged to content hinjaelf 
with wearing them slip-shod. He nest took 
Davenant's best perriwig, and clapt it upon his 
greasy nob, that is, upon the hinder part of hia 
cranium, or what the phrenologists term the animal 
portion ; as to the inteliectuaJ, Quaco had no 
such development, for his forehead fell back from 
tlietopof his nose so flat, that on the first glance one 
would have thought that a great piece ba 
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gllced off bis bead 
resting 



on the top of tile wig, arid 
: nose, he placed a doe laced hat. 
impletely finished off, he surveyed 
a large mirror, and Narcissus waa 
enamoured of himself than was 



his figure 
bardly m 
Quaco-Ben ! 

Again lie grinned from ear to ear, discovering 
a set of teeth that would not have disgraced the 
mouth of a shark, and as he contemplated his 
splendid appearance, he thought with exultation of 
the numerous conquests which he should now 
make, aiid what a swell he should cut at palavers, 
wakes, and midnight revels. He n'as taking a 
last glance at himself, when he was startled by 
bearing the exclamation of " Hallo there !" and, 
on turning round, to his equal astonishment and 
coDstemation, he beheld the supposed dead man 
sitting bolt-uprighl in the bed, looking at him; 
and, to complete his confusion, the door now 
opened, and Mr. Noble entered the room. Qiiaco 
absolutely lost for some seconds the power of 
niotioD and utterance, and continued gazing at the 
supposed corpse, — his arms hanging down, his 
mouth agape, and his eyes almost turning round 
in their sockets: but before Mr. Noble could 
rer.over from hiv surprise at the marvellous figure 
before him, Quaco came to himself, rushed past 
the Overseer, and flew out at the door like a shot. 
Bat the Overseer now followed, and shouted 
after him, and sent one of the black servants 
after the fugitive, for the day had now broke. 
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and Pompey, who wa8 younger and more active 
still than QuBco. sood overtook him, aiiil, having 
collared the delinquent, began to drag him hack lo 
the house : the unfortunate doctor-man seeing no 
other chance of escape, endeavoured by promisea 
to induce his captor to release him. 

' Me will oebbeT gib yon de nasty phiggis nu 
more ben you come lo de hothoae for abam 
yerry, so yon will let me go," said he. 

" Ah ! me no care 'bout dat. me nebber al 
sar ; m come long wid me softly to Obushc 
replied ibe incorruptible Pompey. 

" Oh, Pompey ! my mate, my goody b 
me will gib you dis berry tine pair of ' 
buckles, and de wig too, so you let me go." 

" Ees, and all you hab tolen, me dare a 
no, no, Qoaco", said Ike other, « 
plice wid you ; me an honest nigger, yerry, j 






replied Quaco, with iit- 
dignation ; "me only take me parsquits, yon 
villain ; me tirik de buckra dead, and a 
meself forme trobhle." 

" Ees, and now biisher will pay yon for y 
trobble too !" answered Pompey. 

As a last resource, Quaco began to fork c 
Ilia dollars, and shew their shining faces to 
Pompey, thinking them irresistible ; but the 
virtne of tlie serving-man wom superior eveiLj4 
this temptation. 

" K.eep de dollars, Quaco, and shame 'pon } 
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you is a berry bad nigger^ and I no prise if 
busher fum you well^ put you in de bilboe for a 
months and den send you out of de hot-hose to 
work in de field." 

^ Nebber, sar; you nebber wi' see de day, 
sar,'' replied the provoked doctor-man ; ^ Massa 
Nobbily nebber will break sich portant man as 
me is." 

Pompey made no reply, but, holding his 
prisoner with the grip of a smith's vice, brought 
him to Mr. Noble, who verified his words by 
condemning Quaco«Ben to the very punishment 
he had predicted, having first stripped him of his 
borrowed plumes. 

But to return to Davenant; a change had 
taken place during the night, and when the 
doctor saw him the next morning, he pronounced 
him to be out of danger, and in a few weeks he 
was restored to his usual state of health. 



CHAPTER XV. 



Bv this time our hero whs become quite natnra^ 
lixed to tlie climate, and thoroughly Bc<|uaiDted 
with the nature of life in ihe West Indies ; but 
though he admired the spicy groves and perennial 
verdure of these regions, and esteemed and valued 
some few friends whom he met there, yet would hia 
" heart untravelled" fondly and (requently turn to 
England, his dear native land, far, far preferred, 
though clouded her skies a:id iincertttin her 
climate. Frequently would he set himself down 
upon some hill retired, whence he could behold 
the ocetin, and there, gazing in the direction of 
Europe, mu^e " uncounted hours," recalling the 
recollections of the past, and when he beheld a 
ship leaving some port of the island, and steering 
for Britain, he envied the passengers in her, and 
longed for the time to arrive when he should be 
enabled to retnrn also. The Dreadnoufrht had 
some time since sailed for England, and he was 
daily in the expectation of receivinj; a letter from 
B friend Wealherbou me, to inform him whether 






mid be prudent for him to take his 
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whom we have before introduced to the reader, 
made up his mind to take unto hintaelf a wife ; 
accordingly he paid hia addredses to llie dcLUghCer 
of a rich alore-keepei at the town of * * *, and 
soon sncceeded in gaining her consent 

The nuptial day was fixed for tlie second after 
Christmas, or the last of tbose three days allowed 
to the negroes annually to make holiday of, and 
which may properly be termed their Saturnalia, for 
they almost change places with their masters, who 
wait upon thetn, and do every thing they can to 
conduce to their merriment. The whites, however, 
do not give themselves wholly up to enjoyment, 
but a great proportion of them attend to militia- 
duty, in order to be ready to march, at a moment's 
warning, to any part where a rising may take 
place, which is considered as most probable, if 
ever, at a time when the negroes are enjoying a 
state of sui'.h unlimited license all over the island. 

The wedding was solemnized by Mr. Woodford, 
at the town of * * * ; and after it was over, the 
bride and bridegroom, with all their friends, 
returned to Golden Grove, (the plantation of which 
Mr. O'Donoghue was the attorney and overseer,) 
to conclude the day wilh the utmost festivity: 
there was a grand dinner given, and in the even- 
ing a dance ; but as the black people have the 
privilege of capering about in the Overseer's 
house, they had the hall to themselves, whilst the 
while people occupied a large piazza and some 
other rooms. Mr. Nnble and Davenant were both 
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^^^^M of the party, but the former returned to Princes- 
^^^^1 Valley soon after dinner ; the latter remained at 
^^^^H Golden Grove. 

^^^^B It naa now rather late in the evening, ivhen the 
^^^H revellers were suddenly alarmed by the distant 
^^^^ booming sound oi' a conchshell, and on rushing 
B out of doors to asceituin the cause, they beheld, 

I with dismay, that the works of Princes- Valley, the 

■ adjacent estate, were in flames.' Davenant imme- 

^^^H diately called for his horse, but before it could be 
^^^1 brought the works of Golden Grove had begun to 
^^^V blaze. O'Donoghue and his bride, with all their 
friends, were in the utmost alarm, supposing it to be 
a general insurrection, and expecting every moment 
that the negroes would nish upon them ; but 
they had Utile time for reflection, for now a large 
body of strange negroes surrounded the house, 
and startled its inmates with a loud and savage 
outcry, which Davenant immediately recognized as 
the CoToniantine yell of war, and the next instant 
Tackeyand Carrajoe, with all the Coromantees of 
Princea-Valley, rushed into the house, brandish- 
ing drawn knives, and uttering luud threats ajid 
imprecations : the confusion and alarm was tre- 
mendous ; the women screamed and fainted, 
whilst the insurgents fell upon the whites, incited 
by the words of the old sorcerer, who repeatedly 
exclaimed " Trike, trike, my Coromantees ; kill 
de white liver radcals, and make dem food for de 
John crow !" a species of large black vulture. 
'ITie whites, however, struggled hard with the 
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rebels, aad having got fire-ariiiB, succeeded at 
length in driving tlieffl out, -vrheu tliey went ofT in 
a body to another plantation, and sarprising the 
white people in bed, butchered them all in that 
defenceless state, and actually drank some of their 
blood mingled with rum ! 

The insurgents had no sooner quitted Golden 
Grove tban Davenant hurried away to Princes- 
Valley on foot, full of the greatest anxiety and 
dread repecting the fate of his friend, Mr. Noble. 
By this time the insurrectionary fires were blazing 
in Tarious parts, and throwing a portentous glare 
over the surrounding scenery. At length our hero 
arrived at Prince a -Valley ; the works were nearly 
consumed, but the well-disposed negroes of the 
estate were endeavouring to the utmost to ertin- 
giiish the Hames, and save some part of the valu- 
able property, Davenant hastily inquired of them 
where Mr. Noble and the rest of the white people 
were. " Ah ! massa," said one of them, in reply, 
" Busher killed, and all de rest too \" Our hero 
beard no more, but hurried up to the house, and 
there a scene of horror presented itself. The 
floor of the piazsa was nearly ankle deep in 
blood ; every thing was io a state of hideous 
disorder ; the whites were lying dead on the 
floor, each stabbed in a hundred places. Mr. 
Noble, however, was not among them, but Dave- 
uant hearing a groan, opened the piazza door, 
and saw a negro lying along the steps, and on 
holding the light to him, he perceived that it was 
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Francis : tliU noble slave bad bi-en in the Iiouse at 
the time of the attack upon the white people, and 
interpoaed with two or three more of the head 
men of the estate to protect the whites, but they 
were overpowered ; however Francis succeeded io 
covering Mr. Noble, who escaped with a slight 
wound;butwhat had since become of him, he could 
not tell. Davenant now attended to this faithful 
negro, and bound up hie wonnds, which were bnt 
slight. Whilst he was thus occupied, he heard the 
trampling of horaea, and presently a body of the 
militia arrived, and w'th them Mr. Noble, who met 
our hero with great emotion ; he informed Dave- 
nant that, after escaping, he had taken to horse, 
and gone to a station for a troop to pursue the in- 
surgents, whom lie believed were not ao very 
numerous, but consisted almost exclnsively of the 
Coromantees, or new negroes of Prince a- Valley, 
led on by Tackey and Carrajoe. 

The rebels spent the night and the forenoon of 
the ensuing day in the commission of every aperies 
of outrage: wherever they found the whiles, they 
spared neither age nor sex, but dispatched them 
under circumstances of the most revolting cruelty. 
What must be the feelings of the white mother, 
when she hears the yells of these blood-thirsty 
savages ? She shudders, and presses her infant 
to her bosom. The insurgents of St. Domingo 
actually had for their standard the body ( 
■ white infant child transfixed by a pike ! 
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was arresled by tbe whites, Leaded by Mr. Noble, 
coming suddenly upon ihem, whilst Ihey were 
assembled round Ibe blazing works of a plantation, 
and engaged in roasting an ox nhole at a part of the 
fire ! Being taken completely unawares, they made 
very Utile resistance, but fled In all directions ; 
several of them were killed and wounded by the 
well-directed vollies of the whites, aud the remain- 
der of the rebels fled to the mountains. 

But notwithstanding this entire overthrow of 
the insurgents, the escape of the leaders and in- 
atigators of the rising, Tackey and Carrajoe, left 
the nark of siippresBiun still incomplete ; for whilst 
sueh dangerous agents of mischief were at large, 
they would be likely to use their utmost efforts 
to seduce the slaves to revolt ; and thus the 
flames of rebellion, though quenched in one part, 
migiit speedily be enkindled in another. These 
ideas struck our hero forcibly, and whilst the rest 
of the whites were rejoicing, and congratulating 
each other on the defeat of the insurgents, he sug- 
gested to them the expediency of forming a parly 
to pursue and apprehend the ringleaders. 

This scheme was unanimously approved of, 
and such of the whites as could be spared, imme- 
diately volunteered to go upon the expedition. 
Mr. Noble returned home, a^ he could not leave 
Princes- Valley at such a time, when the works 
were in ruins, and every thing in a state of dis- 
order, but he spared Davenajjt, to go as leader of 
the party, and to have for his atteudant the faithful 
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Francis, wbo naa not at all diaabled by his 
slight wounds. Meaimhile the intelligence of tbis 
inHurrection spread tliruugh the island like wild- 
fire, and exaggerated accounts of it filled the 
whiles every where with the greatest alarm, anil 
apprehensions of an universitl rising amongst 
the slaves. The Governor, on being apprised of 
it, had martial law proclaimed, and ordered a 
body of regulars to march to a place, near 
the mountain, which was aurrounded by deep 
woods, and tliere ihoy were to Gs their quarters, 
in order to co-operate with the Maroons, in en- 
deavours to destroy the remains of the rebel 
force, which was sheltered in the mountains aud 
backwoods, whence tliey made frequent descents 
upon the plantations and settlements which skirted 
them, and these were always attended with tlie 
usual horrors of fire and massacre. 

The party which our hero had be«n the means 
of forming, speedily mustered at an appointed 
place, and then starCed in pursuit of the rebels, 
and while scouring part of the backwoods, they 
fell in with a body of Maroons, who were engaged 
in hunting a wild boar : as the beast crossed 
the path of our hero, he levelled his piece and 
shot him through the head, but the boar tumbled 
into a cock-pit, and disappeared, when our hero, 
without a moment's hesitation, flung himself down 
the descent, and was presently followed by several 
of the Maroons, who assisted in swinging up the 
boar, which was quite dead ; at the same time tbey 
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testified their great admiration of our hero's 
prowess, tVir they are famotis, bold hiintera them- 
selves — a fine athletic race, possessing great 
strength and agility, generally uuflrringin their aim, 
and nearly as agile as Chamois hunters in leaping 
down or clambering rocks and precipices after their 
game: like most savages, they regard their civi- 
lizedaniJ less active brethren with contempt, deem- 
ing them effeminate and cowardly, but where they 
see in any of them a spirit and hardihood approach- 
ing to their own, they are delighted and extrava- 
gant in their commendation. On the present oc 
casion they invited our hero and his party to sup 
and spend the night with them at their town, which 
was not far off: the invitation was accepted, as the 
whites were anxious to conciliate the Maroons, 
and particularly as they had heard some reports, 
which went to shew that Iheir conduct was rather 
suspicious at this time, and that they harboured 
the rebels, and used great efforts to induce the 
slaves to revolt. 

This Muroon-town was situated on that ridge of 
mountains which divides Jamaica. Each man 
had bis house and garden, and lived with his 
family in a titate of entire rreedmu and inde- 
pendence. In the evening they gave an enter- 
tainment, wliich consisted principally of a war- 
dance, in which they fought with each other, 
whooping and yelling all the time, and throwing 
themselves into the most threatening attitudes, 
frequently coming up to our hero and his friends 



with looks f^ipressive of the most dreadral rage 
and miirderoDa inleot, aucb aa would have daunted 
men iiDauqii Hinted with the habits of savages ; 
sometimes they would preseDt llieir muakels at the 
whites, as if about to discharge them ; then thry 
would brandish their cutlasses over their heada, 
and threaten decapitation ; after which they woiiiil 
fling atvay, and continue the mock comliat 
amongst themselves. At supper they legated their 
gueats with brawn of the wild boar, wild pigeons, 
and black crabs. The latter ia an extraordinary 
creature in its habits, for instead of living on the 
aeanshore, it prefers the interior of the country, 
where it burrows under ground, like a mole, 
and dwells among rocks and roots of trees ; littt 
at the season lor spawning,they collect in myriads, 
and march down to the sea-aide, and it is very 
remarkable, that they allow nothing but water to 
divert them from a straight course, so that, like (lie 
old Romans, they make their road directly througli 
the country till they arrive at their destination, the 
sea-side, where they deposit their spawn, and as sooa 
as the young crabs are big enough, they travel into 
the country : these creatures have numerous ene- 
mies ; man usually preys upon them when they are 
hurrying down to spawn, as they are then full of 
eggs, and the fishes come to the edge of the water 
and devour their spawn. The party stayed that night 
at the Maroon town, and the next morning set off, 
accompanied by a body of Maroons, bat these 
separated from them ere long, under pretence 
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of searching for the rebels in another quarter. 
Altogether tbeir conduct was very suspicious^ 
although no positive participation in this re- 
bellion could be traced to them. It was now 
about noon^ and as there was every appearance 
of an approaching thunder-storm, the party hurried 
to seek shelter at the house of a mountain pen ; 
bat suddenly they heard shots fired in the direc- 
tion of a house on the other side of a river^ and 
the rebels could be discerned attacking it^ but they 
were nobly resisted; however^ after some had 
fallen, they succeeded in forcing an entrance^ and 
soon after a white man was seen leaving the pre- 
mises on horseback^ and having a female on the 
saddle before him ; several shots were sent after 
them, but without effect; he arrived at a small 
wooden bridge, thrown across the river ; but the 
horse had no sooner got on it than a plank gave 
way, the animal lost footing, and was precipitated 
into the stream^ with his burden. Davenant's party 
had by this time arrived at the bridge, but^ alas ! 
the assistance they might have rendered came too 
late ; the river hurried along its victims ; the horse 
was dragged under by an alligator, and the unfor- 
tunate pair soon sunk, to rise no more. Dave nan t 
was in extreme agitation^ from the resemblance 
he imagined them to bear to his friends the Cair- 
negies, nor did he conceiye it at all improbable 
that they should have sought refuge in the West 
Indies, if their secret had come out. But now that 
the parties had perished, our hero and the rest 
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left the banks of (he river, hurried over the bridge, 
and bnstened to attack the enemy. The tempest 
which had been threatening long, now burst, and a 
tropical thunder-storm in all its grandeur raged in 
(he heavens; for some time there was not a drop 
of rain, but the whole firmaoient was in a con- 
slant blaze, and peals on peals, of appalling loud- 
ness, stunned the ears of tlie party, who, however, 
pursued their way through the midst of it. At 
length the tain fell, not in drops, but in sheets, 
and DOW thert was a flash, so vivid that i( 
blinded the spectators for a few seconds ; this was 
immediately succeeded by a most deafening crash 
of thunder, and when the party looked towards 
the house, they perceived that it was struck hj 
the lightning, and shattered in a terrible man- 
tier, and the rebels who were inside came run- 
ning out in the greatest consternation ; tliey were 
all dressed in red coats, which they had stripped 
from the bodies of the parly of soldiers whom tLe 
Governor had sent into the woods, and nbo had 
been surrounded by tliese insurgents, aud cut off to 
a man. Davenant and bis party now met these 
villains, and to bis great joy he perceived, amongst 
the objects of their search, Tackey and Carrajoe; 
the former was dressed in an officer's uniform, and 
had a cocked hat on. 

The whites, by one well-directed volley, levelled 
several of them, and the survivors fled in the 
greatest consternation, and possihly Tackey might 
ugain have escaped, had not Francis darted aiier 
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him with amazing speedy and^ overtaking him, laid 
hold of the villain, when both came to the ground 
with great force, and struggled with each other ; but 
vain were all the efforts of Tackey to escape ; he 
was now in the grasp of a giant, who held him se- 
curely till some of the whites came up : Francis next 
started in pursuit of Carrajoe, whom he easily 
overtook, as the old wretch could not make very 
great way, although in a race for his hated life he 
displayed extraordinary agility. 

Having secured the prisoners, they were con- 
veyed to Kingston, where Tackey was gibbetted, 
and the Obeah man was also hung up with all his 
trumpery about him! 



CHAPTER XVI. 



It was some time before the excitement produced 
by this insurrection subsided^ before the damage 
sustained was repaired, and things were replaced 
again^ and restored to order. Such are the sad 
liabilities of these islands — one day smiling in 
luxuriance ; the next, devastated by a hurricane, 
shattered by an earthquake, or, what is more 
terrible still, laid waste by the torch of rebelUon, 
and deluged with the blood of its victims. 

There were few estates that suffered more than 
Princes- Valley did ; here the rebellion had broken 
out, and the authors of it did their utmost to bring 
down destruction on the heads of the objects of 
their hatred ; but as we have seen, they only laid 
a snare, and digged a pit for themselves; for 
these very persons, viz. Mr. Noble, Davenant, and 
Francis, were those who countermined all their 
plans, and brought down upon them that punish- 
ment which they merited. 

As it was strongly suspected that the Maroons 
sheltered, and even aided the rebels, a consider- 
able coolness took place between them and the 
whites, and to secure the island, in some degree. 
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rrom tlie danger of another rising;, and to iuspirc 
dread, and afford the whiles places of refuge. 
small foriB were erected at proper intervals from 
one end of the island to the other. 

Mr. T4oble bad not long succeeded in getting 
the works of Princes- Valley rebuilt, when a 
singular accident happened, which completely 
destroyed the distillery, Davenant, who had the 
auperintendance of this departmenl, happened to 
detect one of the negroes in an endeavour )o carry 
off a considerable quantity uf ruin, and he in 
consequence punished him for it. The black, 
who was very revengeful, did not forget this, but 
watched an opportunity to do onr hero some 
deadlymischief; and one evening, when Davenaot 
was in the distillery, this negro contrived to push 
a light BO near the fume of some mm Ihat was then 
being drawn from a vat into a puncheon, that 
the spirit caught like gunpowder, and the same 
instant the vat and the puncheon exploded ; 
several other casks which were full, also blew np. 
TTie reports these occasioned were like those of 
artillery ; the roofs of the building were com- 
pletely blown off, and every thing inside shat- 
tered to pieces ; the walls also collapsed and 
fell into the interior, and moreover all that 
was combustible was presently in a blaze. IVIr. 
Noble was at this time silting at his piazza win- 
dow, whence he commanded a view of the works, 
and his astonishment and alarm may be imagined ; 
lie concluded that nothing lesa than a fresh 
lebdlion had broken out; he flew immediately to 
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his mom, and arming himself, aaUied down to tht 
works, to assure himself more particutaily respeut- 
ing the causes of this terrible event. When he got 
down tu the burning ruins, he found that there were 
a great number of negroes assembled round thern, 
but no symptoms of insurrection, and sone of these 
could tell him how the accident had originated, or 
what was become of our hero. The worthy 
Overseer than set the negroes to work, to felch 
water from the tank to estinguish the flames, 
which being at length got under, they were euH' 
bled to make searcli for Davenant, whom Noble 
fully expected lo find dead amongst the ruins: 
they searched for some time, and at length tbey 
found a body, but it was not that of our hero, 
but of the author of this destruction, who v»s 
killed by the falling of a rafter, which jammed- 
him by tie neck against the edge of a cistern, 
and nearly severed his head from his body. 
This was near one of the doors by which he 
tiiought to escape. After a further search, Dave- 
nant was found lying on his back, with hie 
liair Hinged off his bead and eye-browa, Ms 
clothes and shoes nearly torn off, and with fen 
signs of life remaining. Noble had him instantly 
taken up, and conveyed to the house, and put 
to bed, and the doctor sent for, who, on examin- 
ing into his slate, said that he had sustained no 
serious injury, but would soon recover, which 
he did, to the great joy of the worthy Overseer, 
to whom our hero, as soon as he was able, re- 
lated the cause of the accident, and Mr, Noble 
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ma not a little pleased (o find liiat matters nere 
not so bad as be bad aDticipated, 

Mr. Noble waa thus very near losing a book- 
keeper, but he had soou after to sustain the loss 
of one, a very fine young man, not indeed by any 
niitoward accident, but by that scourge of these 
Lidies— the fever. An epidemic had recently 
been commiHiug ravages in the neighbourhood ; 
it took its course along a large valley, and swept 
away a. number of whites, taking three or four off 
from some of the plantations which bordered upon 
Princes- Valley ; but this visitation had passed over 
the latter estate, only slightly affecting one or two 
of Mr. Noble's people, when the young man we 
have been speaking off became dangerously ill, and 
it was the more affecting, ab hia elder brother had 
fallen a sacrifice lo (he epidemic, and actually 
died in this one's arms : but the fever which 
attacked young Morton was not the same which 
had been fatal lo his brother, but one to which 
he was at this time peculiarly liable ; he had 
been between three and four years in the coun- 
try without having experienced any illness, and 
it is usual for those who have escaped ivhat is 
termed the seasoniog fever, to be thus visited in 
the third or fourth year of their resideoce, with 
an attack more severe, if possible, than the 
former. Poor Morton soon sunk under the fatal 
influence of the disease, and in less than a week 
after his seizure he was numbered with those many 
thousands whose premature deaths have occa- 
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■ioned Jamaica, beautiful as it i) 
tlie grave of Europeans. 

Thus were two fine young meo, 
;hildreD of very fond parents, cut 
of manhood. An open letter lay 
the deceased, which he had but re 
from luH father in England j in this his Horrowiog 
parent acknowledged the receipt of that letter in 
which he had announced the death of his elder 
brother ; tlien followed some lines almost oblite- 
rated by the tears of the bereaved parent, but which 
could just be deciphered with p'eat difficulty. " 1 
have not yet fonod courage enough," continues the 
father, " to acquaint yonr poor mother with the 
toss of your brother, for I shrink from the in- 
crease of woe which I shall feel at beholding her 
grief; she has been standing over me while 
writing this letter, and haa only just left my side, 
having first desired me to tell yoii to give her love 
to her dear John, and to chide him for Bit 
writing oftener.'' ■ 

If this unhappy father found himself mji 
pable of summoning up courage to acquaint bii 
wife with the loss of one of their children, how 
would he find resolution to announce tlie death of 
both, to tell her that she was become as childless 
and desolate as Rachael of old ? 

It happened rather singularly that Princes- 
Valley now passed out of the hands of the R ay- 
mond family, and became the properly of ( 
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great London West India house of Wilderton 
aad Co., the very aame with which Mr, Noble 
had been connected in the day of his prosperity, 
and from which, in the hour of his need, he ha.d 
experienced such shameful treatment. He fully 
expected, that on its becoming known to the firm 
that he was the Overseer of the property, he 
would be immediately ejected ; but Mr. Wilder- 
ton was a man who was usually more swayed by 
his interest tlian his prejudices, and having heard 
of tile excellent management of Noble, of his 
economy and humanity, he determined to keep 
him in his berth if he would stay. As to the 
humanity of his overseer, Wilderton did not care 
much about that ; nay, if he had thought that the 
consignments had been lessened by it, instead of 
increased, aa they were, he would have preferred 
a manager less tinctured wilh what he would 
term a weakness. Noble felt it hateful to be in 
the employ of, and in correspondence with, such 
a man as Wilderton, but adversity compelled 
him to continue his services. 

It was not long after this before Mr. Wilderton 
wrote out to him to say, thai his son, an only child 
(and of whom he was as fond as it was possible for 
a man of his sordid nature to be) was iu a de- 
clining state, that the physicians had recommended 
a warm climate, and that he thought he could not 
do better than send him out to Princes- Valley, as 
he felt confident that he could not consign him to 



better bauda — to any one from wbnra he woald 
experience kinder treatment. Hia letter was TqII 
of compliment, and a deaire to coucUiate. 

" Mark llie cool eSronterf of this man," said 
Mr. Noble to our bero, to wliom be was reading 
the letter. " John Witdertou is one of those 
persona who easily manage to forget the abuse 
and ill- treatment which they have inflicted, and 
look for aa niucb kindneas and exertion from those 
whom they have injured, as if forsooth they had 
acted towards them a totally different part; nor 
shall Wilderton be deceived in his expectations 
as regards myself, for I am one, ihank God, who 
knows not what it is to bear mahce in my heart. 
I seldom resent, 1 always forgive; bnt" — said 
Mr, Noble, with emphasis, " I never forget: 
willingly, most willingly, would I do (his man 
all the good in my power, but never would I, bf 
his conduct ever so conciliatory, be upon terms of 
intimacy with him ; I am no spaniel dog, Mr. 
Davenant, that is to be thrashed and kicked, and 
then whistled to yoo again, and found to be more 
submissive and fond after such usage. No, tbe 
world is wide enough ; and this resource 
genendly remains to the wretched, if they 
are wise, that tliey can keep to themselves and 
travel another road, and so avoid for the future 
that hateful contact which would only expose 
them to fresh insults and injuries. 

" When I last saw Wilderton, it was u 
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uinliBppy occosinn ol' my ruiD, and I tben spoke 
Uy mind pretty plainly to bira, and, amongst 
otber things, I told liim, that as sure as there vteis 
a God in heaven, he would not go unpunished, 
even in this world, for the remorseless and guilty 
Me&ods by wliich he strove to accumulate wealth. 
"Ton are now, sir," said I to him, "in the enjoy- 
ment of great prosperity ; you are adding house 
tb house, and field to field ; you have great pro- 
perty abroad, and many richly freighted ships of 
yours are now on the ocean, but, sir,*' said I, 
" mightier men than you have been humbled to 
the dust, and HO will you ; mark my words !" and 
so saying, 1 left him. Nor were my words those 
of passion only ; 1 believed them to be prophetic, 
and the probable death of his son is the first step 
to the fulfilment of them." 

In a few weeks after the receipt of this letter, 
the ship arrived which brought out young Wilder- 
ton, and Mr. Noble, on being apprised of it, sent 
a landau down to the port, which brought up the 
invalid: he was a tall young man, very much 
emaciated, and apparently within a few steps of 
the grave ; but notwithstanding this no one laughed 
louder, or swore more terrible oaths ; he soon 
shewed bis new acquaintances that he was com- 
pletely dissipated, and that be was evidently 
falling the early victim of the most depraved 

Noble recollected Hairy Wilderlon a very fine 
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high-spirited boy, and of ho amiable a disposil 
diat, under proper caie and culture, he might 
been rendered an ornament to society ; bii 
father's miud was too mnch engrossed with pounds, 
shillings, and pence, to beaton much thought or 
care upon his son ; for finding that an attempt o! 
hia to make the led follow his own business 
hnd failed, he allowed him to take his own 
course : he was sent back to Winchester school, 
and thence removed to the University, where he 
commenced a career of great extravagance, which 
was, however, at length put an end to, for Harry 
having been found gnilty of assaulting a Proctor 
in a nighl-row, was expelled. 

He now retixmed home, and soon formed an 
acquaintance with some young men in London, 
where he could riot without dread of tutors and 
proctors ; but this sort of life began at length to 
affect his constitution, for he had no caution nor 
moderation, but was one of those characters wl 
carry every thing to estreme, whether good 
bad; still he had some redeeming qualities; 
was kind-hearted, liberal, and generous ; his 
hand " was open aa day to melting cliarity," 
and with these virtues, it was grievous to see 
associated so much that was vicious and repre- 
hensible ; iu short, the moral destitution of his 
mind, and the extreme debility of Ids body, made 
him a melancholy example of the effects of J 
neglected education. 
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Mr. Noble received young WLlderton with the 
grealfial kindneas, and treated him in every respert 
as if he were th^ Eon of b. dear i'riend; and it was 
asloiiisluDg wbat an iiDprovemeut took place in 
the young man'N health in a shcirt time ; for the 
*ery first day, seeing a negro eating a cane, Harry 
Wilderton freely asked the man for a piece, and 
finditig that it whb agreeable to hia taste, he pro- 
vided himself with a bundle of them, sat hiinself 
down on a frash-beap, and demolished the lot before 
Le arose, and this lie frequently practised, which, 
together with the genial influence of the climate, 
soon restored him to such a degree of strength (hat 
he could take considerable exercise vnthout fatigue. 
At the end of eight or nine months he waa ao per- 
fectly reatored that it was considered by the 
physicians that he might return home with safety, 
and he accordingly began to think of preparation 
for his departure. About the same time our 
hero received a letter from Lieutenant Weather- 
bourne, informing him that he might now return 
to England without dread of being discovered, as 
tlie ferment had snbaided, the chief of the rebel 
leaders had been esecnted, and the nation restored 
to its former state of tranquiUitV. 

Davenant communicated this intelligence to 
Mr. Noble, and immediately set about making 
preparation for liis return, and aa young Wilder- 
Ion was also anxious to return lo England, it was 
agreed that (hey should sail in the same ship, und 
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finding ibst thrre vras a vessel at an adjacent port 
«bout to sail, they engaged with the Captain fiir 
their passage. 

The day of sailing hood arrived, and it was not 
without much regret that oiir hero parted willi his 
very kind friend, Mr. Noble, from wham he 
liad experienced bo much frjendsliip and kindness. 
Young Wilderton was also full of gratitude, and 
both the young men, notwithstanding the pros- 
pect of returning to their native country, 
very silent and melancholy ride down to the ^ 
port where they were tn embark. 

When Davenaiil and Wilderton arrived I 
they hastened to the agents' office, where they 
found the Caplain, who was on the point of taking 
his leave to go on board, and soon after they a*- 
companied him to bis boa), which he had plentifully 
stocked with oranges, shaddocks, cocoa-nuts, and 
other fruit, as a stock to commence the voyage 
HitL. All these being properly stowed away, the 
Captain, DavenanI, and Wilderton, stepped into 
the boat, which was speedily alongside of (he 
ship, her topsails were shivering in the «ind, and 
lhe party were not long aboard ere the mate in- 
formed the Captain that the anchor was a-peak. 
and the stately vessel began " to walk the v 
like a thing of life." 

Our hero, AVilderton, and the rest of the j 
deck, viewing the lesso 
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iffing, when tlieir attention was u.ttracted to a 
cene on board of rather an extraordinary naliire. 

The chief mate, a hard-featured weather-beaten 
sailor, came up to ike Captain, whu nas on the 
quarter-deck, and aaid to liim, 

■' What course shall ne sleer, sir?" 

" Oh, you are doing very well, Mr. Hawser," 
was the reply. 

" That is no answer at all, sir ; we are now 
getting clear of the land, and it is lit we lihould 
know how to shape our course." 

" 1 tell you," repeated the Captain, " thai you 
are going on very well, and cannot do better. 
Order (he men as you think, fit." 

"That is your place; not mine. You have the 
command of the vessel, and are the responsible 
person, and should therefore give us our orders. 
But hark ye, sir, I know who you are, and what 
you are ; you have always liitberto acted as a ship's 
steward, anil therefore there is no wonder that 
you should be at a loss about navigating a vessel, 
when you know nothing but what belongs to the 
cuddy and the cubouse !" 

The Captain upon this began to bluster, and 
put himsell' in a passion, but the mate said coolly, 

" There is no occasion for us to (juarrel about 
it, for if you choose, I'll come to these terms 
with you : you will get a hundred pounds for 
taking the vessel home, which yon know you are 
quite incapable of doing ; now give me your note 
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for fifty, and I'll navigate her^ and you shall have 
the credit of it." 

Upon hearing this, the sham Captain ivent into 
a still greater passion, and abused the mate in a 
terrible way. 

Hawser, however, disregarded his storming; 
and walking forward, he called to the men, and 
said, 

" Brace those yards sharp up there !" These 
orders were instantly obeyed, notwithstanding the 
threats and remonstrance of the Captain. The 
vessel was thus hauled dead on a wind, and began 
to stand in for the shore. The agents, who had 
been watching the vessel's departure, no sooner 
perceived these strange manoeuvres than they 
conjectured that something must be wrong, aad 
accordingly pushed off for her in a boat, and when 
they came on board, Hawser boldly told them, 
that he would not sail with a Captain who did 
not know a handspike from a tooth-pick, and, as 
some men on board could witness, had been 
acting hitherto in the capacity of ship's steward. 
Upon this the agents questioned the pseudo-cap- 
tain rather closely, when he confessed that what 
Hawser said was true. The agents then ordered 
him out of the ship, and appointed Hawser to be 
the Captain elect. The fact was, the former Captain 
of this ship had died of a fever just as the vessel 
was completing her cargo, and the agents, in a 
state of hurry and anxiety, had advertised for a 
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captain, when llie said steward Laving presented 
himself, and answered the few questionB put to 
him very satisfactorily, he liad been iraiuediately 
|iut in command. He was now, with all his 
traps, lowered into the agents' boat, and the gen- 
tlemen wishing the oew Captain a sate and speedy 
passage, left the vessel, which was presently put 
before the wind, and Hawser knew now very 
well what conrse to steer. 

The breezes freshened as the ship got more 
into the open sea ; Davenant stood leaning over 
the tefirail, pensively gazing at the lessening 
shores of Jamaica, and when the last outline of 
them faded in distance, he felt as if he bad closed 
the most interesting volume of bis lil'e. 

The vessel, pursuing her course to the west- 
ward, soon CHme abreast of the Caymaynes; these 
are low, flat islands, or keys, a little south of 
Cuba : they are hardly visible till a vessel is close 
them ; like many other islunds in the American 
Archipelago, they are formed by the deposit of 
1 coral rocks, and are destitute of all 
timber, except cocoa-niit trees, which flourish 
in a sandy soil ; but, although so barren, ihey 
are inhabited by a fine hardy race of men, 
who are said to be descended from the old Bucca- 
neers of America, who used to make these islands 
places of resort and refuge. Tliey get their living 
principally by catching turtle, which they carry 
to Jamaica and elsewhere. When they discover a 
vessel passing their islands, they launch out iu 
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^^^^^ their light canoes, and race with each other which 

^^^^1 shall gain the aliip lirst, and it is an amusing 
^^^^H night tn the pASsengera to witneas the contest 
^^^^B As soon as they arrive a rope is flnng to them, 
^^^^H and they immedialely B§cend (be aide, when they 
^^^^1 commence selling and bartering their goods, nhich 
^^^^1 consist principally of turtle, parrota, cocoa-nnts, 
^^^^1 and shells ; what they moat covet, in exchange, 
^^^^P ia Rum. The De^demona waa qnile besieged by 
^^^^r these barterers, far there were nearlya dozen boats 
^^^H alongside at once ; however as ahe was scuddiug 
^^^^P mth a flowing sheet they could not hold on 
^^^B very long, but were aoon obliged to drop astern, 

w and paddle back to their islands, where every 

I man lives as he likes, withoat acknowledging any 

^^^^ authority save that of club law, by which (he 
^^^^L weakest goes to the wall ! 

^^^^1 It is not tin all the bustle of leaving port is over 

^^^^B that the voyager thinks of looking round on Ui 
^^^H^ shipmates, to ascertain what sort of companiona 
^^^H he is to have during the paasage : hitherto fail 
^^^P thougbta have been kept in a stale of agitatien 
^^^ and excitement ; bat now these subside, and 

he begins to look into the nature of the resottrees 
he has against tlie ennui and sameness of a loi^ 
voyage, 

DavenanI, on taking a survey of the cabin- 
paasengers, remarked that they were a v«*y 
motley group, and composed, like all lunnan 
societies, of materials, good, bad, and in- 
different There were some young Creole ladies 
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going home for their education, and others 
going home who had come oiif, or rather been 
consigned to the West ludia market, like any 
other goods, but being, iinfortiuiately, outrageous- 
ly disagreeable (for every thing abort of that 
would go off), they bad not been able to iind a 
■ingle bidder ! Another lady was one of these 
adventurers, who bad succeeded even beyond 
ber nishes, for she had met with a rich 
old dotard, who married her, having previously 
settled half his fortune upon her ; iu a few weeks 
after be went to where there is neither marrying 
nor pviug in marriage, and left his young iiidow 
delighted at his departure, which was the signal 
for hers also, not from (his world, but to a part 
of it, namely England, where she conld live in that 
splendour and fashion to which she now aspired. 

Amongst the gentlemen passengers there was an 
old planter, who had been forty years in Jamaica ; 
lie bad survived hundreds of his acquaintance: seen 
the parish he resided in re-peopted six or seven 
times ; and after divers narrow escapes from death 
by fevers and dry belly-aches, had attained to that 
time of life when the climate of the torrid xone 
becomes genial and kindly to the conafilution 
of Europeans ; he was, Irom great exposure, 
very nearly as brown as mahogany, though he 
was greatly affronted when any one took him 
for a man of colour ! This man had been an inden- 
tured servant, and liad amassed immense wealth 
in the following usual manner : — WTiile serving 



his time he saved hiei salarj', and bought negroes : 
these were employed by his master ; at length he 









proved, he waa enabled to purchase more, till 

he had quite a. gang, which he jobbed about 
upon estates wanting ban its [a practice atill 
in vogue); in a short lime the produce of this 
labour enabled him to purchase a tract of land, 
which he cleared; then be had sugar works 
erected, and thus a plantation was settled. 

Eijiially fortunate with tile planter were a doctor 
and a Jew : the former had not even been bred to 
physic, but was a runaway apprentice of a 
chemist and druggist : having quarrelled with his 
master, he went to sea ; tile ship brought him 
to Jamaica, and by the time he arrived there he 
rued his rashness, was quite sick of a seafaring 
life, and resolved to return the earliest op- 
portunity ; but before he could meet with a 
vessel he took the fever, and but for the com' 
passion of a poor old negress, who took him inla 
her cabin, he would have perished. She procured 
the attendance of a medical man, who succeeded 
in curing him ; and this gentleman, on learning 
his history, felt interested in htm, and thinking 
that, from the nature of his bringing up, he might 
be useftil to him, lie took him into his shop, made 
him shortly his assistant, afterwards his partner. 
. on his death, which happened not many years 
after, this lucky youth stepped into a most es- 
tensive and valuable practice, which enabled him 
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speedily to realise a haodsome fortune ; iuid on 
his return to Engliuid be astounded his old 
master, by driving up to his little bumble shop 
in a splendid equipage ! 

The Jew had also scraped together consider- 
able wealth ; he had commenced hia career as a 
pedlar, traversing the country with a pack, and 
not unwelcome were Solomon Levi's stated visits, 
especially to the secluded mountain aettlementa ; 
at length he became rich enough to open a 
store at a town on the coast, where he soon be- 
came one of the moat opulent men of the 
place. How truly is the Scripture fulfilled in the 
history of this extraordinary people, the Jews, for 
they are scattered all over the face of the earth ; 
hardly can a place be named which is not inha- 
bited by some portion of the scatlered house of 
Israel ; but they are neither a burdensome nor an 
indolent people ; on the contrary, though de- 
prived of many valuable privileges, and shnt out 
from many professions, yet do they, by their 
great industry, patience, and aptitude fur busi- 
ness, get a living among the very feet of the 
people they live among, and no state has to com- 
plain of their disloyalty, or is burdened with 
their poor. 

TTiere were several more passengers, and 
amongst others a gentleman, who, as he 
stated, bad come to sea for his health ; he 
had, according to his ov/a account, a combination 
of all " the ills that flesh is heir to ;" but a strong 



s the moat decided fea- 
I the opinion of his 



conanmptive tendency y 
tiire ill liis case, and it i 
medical advisers, as lie 
aicknesa would be highly beneficial to Mm. It 
ia the custom of pasaengers home to lay in a 
regular stock of prnviaiona, both live and dead; 
and to judge of our patient'a Lealih by the quan- 
tity of the said stock which he had sent on 
board, one would have tliought a loss of appetite 
was not among-at the number of his complainlf, 
for he laid in slock enough to aatiafy its most 
extravagant demands, As soon as tlie veaael 
acijitired some degree of motion, most of tie 
passengers became squeamish, and retired lo 
their berths : but the invalid was alTected (jnife 
in a diU'erent manner ; he declared that the sea- 
air sharpeued his appetite uncommonly, and ac- 
cordingly kept the steward constantly at work, 
opening hampers and packages, and spreading 
the cabin table with food, the very aight and smell 
of which makes the squeamiah ten thouaand times 
worse ; but the invalid contiuued to eat in 
defiance of the sickneaa around him, which one 
wt>uld have thought had beeu enough to turn the 
stomach of a horse. Having satisfied the more 
pressing calls of hunger, he came ou deck, and 
there found our hero aud Wilderton. Davenant, 
like all old stagers, was keeping on deck as long 
as possible, aa the cloae hot steaming air of the 
cabin he knew wonld soon make him as bad as 
the rest. Poor Wilderton was very squeamish 
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indeed, and to render him more so, the rcniorae- 
less gourmcLnd seated liimself ou a hencoop beside 
DUT tirieDds, cukd began to g-ive them a liiatoiy of 
his complaints, going into alt the particulars of 
his symptoms with that tedious minuteness 
which is so characteristic of the hypochondriacal. 
On concluding, he turned to poor Wilderton, aitd 
said, " I would give twenty pounds down bad i 
the prospect of becomiag aa ill as you shortly 
will be, sir !" 

The iatter turned to him an imploring look, as if 
beseeching him to desist from such conversation. 

" Yes," added tliia remorseless being, " I can 
see, by the appearance of your eyes, and the 
paleness of your cheeks, the tremulous motion of 
your jaws, and the accumulation of saliva, that 
yoo are approaching a consummation devoutly 
to be wished lor !" 

Davenant now thought fit to interfere, aiidbegged 
of the geutleraan not to prosecute a conversation 
which had an evident tendency to increase the 
nauaea of hia friend. 

" Ah, sir," said the hypochondriac, " he does 
not know the invaluable nature of a thorough sea- 
sickness, or he would express liis obligation to 
me, and do every thing to encourage it : 
why, I have made one voyage to Lisbon, 
two to Madeira, and one to the West Indies, for 
the express purpose of getting sea-sick, as I feel 
perfectly persuaded that a good bout would be 
more efficacious than all the medicines in the 
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^^^H Pharmacopoeia. It would remove all my disord 
^^^^1 and above all, ^ve me a good appet 
^^^^P " ExcuflQ my freednm, sir," sHid Daveni 

^^^^1 * but from what I have observed, I should sayfl 
^^^H your appetite does not seem to fad you, 
^^^^ft standing your declining state !" 
^^^^H " O believe me, sir, I eat notluiig," said 6 

^^^^H invalid, " not above one-half what I formerly 
^^^^B did ; the sea-air is a mighty sharpener, and has 
^^^^H a Ultle improved my appetite indeed, and now 
^^^^a I begin to f^el somewhat peckish again. Ho. 
^^^^^ there ! steward, hrmtg me a plate of beef sand- 
^^^^H niches, cut fat 

^^^^1 The very mention of fat meat had nearly been 

^^^^1 too much for Wilderton; however lie still kepi 
^^^f up. Presently the food wns brought, and the 
I cormorant having first helped himself, handed 

the plate to our friends ; poor Wilderton pushed 
it on one side with his band, gave a look expres- 
sive of the most extreme disgust, and resolving no 
longer to endure this persecution, he rose, and 
made two or three convulsive strides to reach the 
cabin-door, but his strength failed him, and he 
sunk down in a kind of fit. Davenaiit rushed 
forward, and caught his friend in his arms, and 
then with tlie assiatauce of the steward, conveyed 
him below, where he was presently as ill as the 
invalid could possibly have wished to be. The 
concern and eicitement of our hero enabled h im 
o bear up under all, and having seen Wilder 
into his berth, he returned to the deck, and j 
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at that moment iLe aliip gave a lurch, wliich 
threw the goiinnand flat on hig face, the platR 
flew oul of hia hand, and the TemaiDS of the 
sandwiches were scatlered over llie deck. "Stew- 
ard, steward! help, help!" said the proatrale 
gounnand, who had by this time rolled into the 
lee-ficuppers, where he was floundering in tjie 
wet, and blowing like a grampus '. The steward, 
who was tired of waiting bo imich on one person, 
made no haste to come, but Davenant atted 
the good Samaritan, and set him on his legs 
again, counselling him at the same time to go 
below, take to his berth, mid keep quiet, which 
advice the invalid took ; but he was no sooner 
comfortable In bed, ere he began to cry out for 
the steward again. 

" Steward," said he, " bring me a glass of 
strong grog, and some hard biscuits ; I have a 
mind to try your sea-fare." 

This was at length brought and consumed ; 
other things were then ordered, till at length the 
invalid became as ill ai4 any body; but it was 
more from the eflects of over-eating than the 
motion of the ship. 

On the ship pas.ting Cape Antonio, our hero 
was reminded of (he adventure of the pirate ; on 
the beach too he perceived the remains of a vessel 
whifh had been wrecked there, for this cape is 
also famous for storms. There are few objects 
which inspire more melancholy ideas than the 
mastlesB hnll of a vessel lying on a desert shore : 
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the planks of this were all torn off, and nothing 
but the bare ribs remained. Many were the 
conjectiireB made by those who beheld her, re- 
apecting the fate of her crew and passeogera. 
They have doubtless perished with her, thought 
Daveiiant, as he atood gazing at the wreck ; 
their unburied boues may be now whitening 
that lonely beac^h, and who kaowa but that we 
who now in aecurily contemplate their melan- 
choly fate may ere long experience one equally 
dismal. 

The Teasel having passed the Calorados reef, 
(which is a very dangerous one, and extends full 
sixty milea from the Cuba shore) entered the Gulf 
of Flurida, and now ahe was sure of her passage 
through even without any wind, as thn gulf-stream 
always runs at the rate of four knots an hour. 
This current, after getting clear of the Bahamas, 
continues its course till it arrives at the banks 
of Newfoundland, when it turns off to the east- 
ward, makes nearly a circuit of the Atlantic, and 
then falls again inio the great Bay of Mexico; 
the course of the current is generally visible by 
reason of wood, weeds, and other substances, 
which it floats along ; it was this current which 
flutjg two bodies of Indians on the shore of one of 
the Azores, in the fifteenth century, and Columbus 
coming to hear of the circumstance, was further 
confirmed in the conjectures which he had formed 
respecting the existence of a great contiaent 
the westward. 
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In the gulf the beat ia often intense, and 
squalls are very frequent, which, on account of 
the proximity of the land, render this a very 
dangerous passage. There are two descriptions 
of squalls, the while and the ordinary kind; the 
former gives little or no warning of its approach, 
but bursts upon the vessel like a thunder- 
clap, and so violent in some cases as to capsize 
her, or carry her inasts by the board ; the 
coming of the common aquall is announced 
by the appearance of a small black speck of a 
cloud just above the horizon ; this is the signal 
for taking in sail, for in a very short time the 
heavens arc hid by masses of black clouds, the 
sea is observed foaming in the distance, and then, 
though the moment before there was not a breath 
of wind, it bursts upon the vessel a perfect hur- 
ricane. 

The Desdemona was now near Havannah, 
when she was suddenly visited by a white 
squall, and language fails to paint the consterna- 
tion which it occasioned ; the vessel was thrown 
nearly on her beam ends ; there was a terrible 
DOtse of furniture and other articles falling 
to leeward, mingled with cries of men and 
shrieks of women. Those who were above had 
to hold by their hand.i, for the deck no longer 
afforded them a footing, it bebg nearly at right 
angles with the water ! The Captain declared that 
the ship was lost, that nothing could now save 
her ; he was hanging on by the mizen shrouds, and 
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our hero was close to Lim ; the vessel continned 
in this most alarming situBlian for some aeconiU, 
when she almost impen^eptibly began to right 
— up the gallant ship arose, until she had so far 
righted that the danger of being immediately 
capsiied was at an end ; the cargo Torhinately 
had been well stowed, and therefore did not 
shift ; but though this danger was past, another 
tlireatenedj for the vessel was driving fast on 
a lee-shore ; there appeared no hope of saWng 
her, but death and destruction stared the crew 
and passengers in the face ' 

Tlie whole compass of language is inadequate 
to describe tlie tumultuous feelings of a number of 
human beings who, from a state of perfect secu- 
rity, find themselves thus suddenly placed in 
circumstances of immediate danger, &I1 distinc- 
tions aie levelled ; tliey look wildly around for 
means of rescue ; but finding none, some gite 
themselves up to despair, some render themselves 
insensible to danger by drink, some pray whu 
never prayed before, some wildly call on those to 
save thera who are as helpless as themselves ; — 
such is a faint outline of the scene that now 
took place on board of the West tndiaman. 

She, meantime, continued flying before the 
furious hurricane, and it was not long ere she 
struck on a sand-bank ; then falling on her side, 
the sea made a clear breach over her, and swept 
away three of her crew ; fortunately the gale 
now abated nearly as suddenly as it had 
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come on, tmd tiieD tlie vessel iwuiig round, 
and her stern part, including the cabins, sunk 
under water, whilst the fore part was left higli 
Nid dry. There were no more lives lost, and 
u soon as it could be efieoted, the passengers 
were landed at Havaiinah, and these, with the 
exception of Davenant and Wilderton, left 
the ressel to her fate, and embarked in a 
ship for America, where they would easily 
find sliipping for England. The crew also 
deserted poor Hawser ; thus was be left in a 
sad predicament, and nothing but the society, 
assiittftncc, and encouragement of the young men 
who remained with bim, could have eukbled him 
to bear up and persevere in an attempt to gut the 
vessel repaired. The Governor of Cuba acted 
with great generosity on this occasion, as lie might 
have condemned the ship, and made the crew and 
passengers prisoners. Hawser now procured some 
Spanish carpenters, who inspected ibe ship, and 
declared that tbe damage sustained was not irreme- 
diable, though her keel was injiired,and her rudder 
toni oE Accordingly Hawser set the Spaniards 
to work, ivho succeeded in heaving up Ihe ship, 
and in the course of six weeks she was fit for sea 
again. Fortunately the cargo was almost en- 
tirely uninjured, so that Hawser was in spirits 
again, and hoped yet to give a good account of 
his voyage. He had had much to contend with : 
moreover he and hia friends frequently ran the 
risk of aasassinatiuu when walking about Ha- 
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P Tannali, for the bravoca there nonld have ntn a 

knife uito a man for an old hat. 

One day wliilat the Spaniards were at the cap- 
I stun, two of them quarrelled so violently that 

one took out his knife, and plunged it to BOiQe 
L depth into the shoulder of the other ; the wounded 

^^^H man fell, and the other instantly jumped orer- 
^^^H board, and swam ashore. Hawser aiid Dave- 
^^^B nant, who were witnesses to the whole afiair, 
^^^^ ran to apply surgical appUcations, but the 
Spaniards were beforehand with tbein ; tliey gave 
the patient a sap of rum, and as to the 
u-ound, they took a quantity of raw sugar, and 
beat it into it, and this tbey aasured our friends 
was a BufBcient dressing ; and so it proved, 

hfor the man nearly recoverdd iu a few days ; 
such are the healing qualities of sugar. The 
offender came on board again in the course 
of an hour, and appeared as cool and unconcerned 
as if nothing had happened : nor did his comrades 
reproach him in the least, as they considered such 
things as matter of course. Having escaped 
fevers and assassination. Hawser, with his two 
passengers, and a Spanish crew, put to sea, got 
out of the gulf, and clear of the Bahamas, into the 
main ocean ; but one night a squall came, attended 
with thunder and lightning, the ship flew through 
storm and fire, and hardly survived the tempest, 
for she had sprung a leak ; nor could tikis be 
Btopped, for she was leaky in many parts; the 
repau; given her at Havannah was a very super- 
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Bcial one, and had not, after all, rendered her 
properly sea-wortliy ; the pumps were now kept 
constantly going', to the great distress of the 
crew ; the passengers also had to late their torn, 
which tLey cheerfully did ; calms und baffling 
winds also greatly impeded tlie ship's progress, 
and threatened tliose on board with the miseries 
of famine. Before the ship had performed balf 
her voyage, Hawser waa obliged to put all on 
board on allowance ; they liad been two months 
at sea, and all the fresh and salt provisions 
were consumed ; nothing remained but biscuit 
and water ; half a biscuit and a pint of water was 
the whole allowance for twenty-four hours ; nor 
was this good, for the biscuit had been damaged 
by salt water, and the water was nearly putrid, 
as black aa ink, and so thick that It was neces- 
sary to place ft handkerchief before the mouth 
when drinking it. 

Persons who have always lived on shore 
hardly know how to prize good water, but there 
are few who have been at sea that do not. In 
addition to the above meagre allowance. Hawser 
added a portion of sugar and rum. It was hoped 
that they might fall in wilb uime vessel at sea, 
and obtain relief, but the only one they spoke 
was a small American brig, from wliich they 
obtained very little assistance, not that Jonathan 
wanted the will but tlie means. 

When the Desdemona arrived at the Banks of 
Newfouiidlaodshelayto,andthe crew fislieda while. 
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but with very slender success. These vaal banks 
are about a Imndred miles from shore, the water ia 
very wliite over Iheni, and Boiindiugs are obtained. 
Leaving lheBe> llie Desdemona steered for Eng- 
land, but ihe vessel sailed very heavily on account 
of the leak, and had she encountered another 
■lorm on her passage, she would certainly have 
foundered. At leugth she arrived at the chops of 
Ihe Channel, but, unfortunately, north-easletly 
winds were prevailing, which kept her and many 
more homeward-bound vessels beating about for 
a. fortnight longer. 

lliese winds are exceedingly unfavourable to 
persons at all subject to pulmonary complaints, 
and Wilderton, who had home up under all the 
fatigue and privations of the voyage, began now 
to complain ; he became daily and hourly 
worse, and on the day on which the ship cast 
anchor at Portsnioutli, he died. Almost to Ihe 
last this unfortunate young man had entertained 
hopes of recovery ; lie could not realize to himself 
the weax approach of death, but rlung to life and 
the world, and talked of the future with all thai 
vain certainty which ill becomes 

"TLtpoor pensicner on tbe bounties of an hour." 

When at length Wilderton was convinced tlmt 
he was dying, his soul seemed to start up in 
alarm at its guilt, and be frequently cried out, 
" Is there any mercy for such as I?" Then he 
would reply to himself, and say, " No, no ! it is 



THE ESCAPE. 273 

impossible ! I bave sinned with too higii a hand, 
and am beyond ita reach," There was no clergy- 
man at hand to minister to this dying man, but 
Daveuant bad read siiflicient of tbe Scriptures to 
enable liim to assure poor Wildertoa that, if Iraly 
penitent, he need not despair ; that the mercy of 
God is higher than tbe heavetis, and uo one 
is beyond its reach ; that the love of Christ is 
a sea without a bottom or a shore, whilst bis 
blood is a fountain that can wash away all sin. 
These assurances, with prayer and reading of the 
Scripture, comforted and soothed poor Wilderton 
in bis last hours, and gave his countenance, when 
tbe spirit nas departing, a. light gleam of that 
unfading hope which would be realiaed in a world 
where sin and sorrow are unknown. 

Although Wilderton 's death somewhat damped 
the spirits, it did not much diminish the appelile, 
of the Captain and Daveuant. Hawser and our 
hero went on shore, and likewise Ihe steward, who 
shortly returned to the ship with provisions for the 
famished men, whilst our friends hastened to a 
tavern, and ordered a good dinner to be got ready 
with all dispatch, for, to a repast deserving that 
name they had long been strangers ; they could not, 
however, wait the diiuier-hour, but in the interim 
called for bread, cheese, and ale ; and language is 
faint to describe the relish with which this homely 
fare was swallowed : the diimer was absolutely 
foi^otlen — bread and cheese seemed to include in 
themselves all that our famished friends could 
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conceive of the most luxurioaa diet : an aldermsD, 
sitting down to his turtle and venison, after having 
fasted well previously, never reliahed those costly 
viands half so much. 

The Captain and our hero continued thus 
employed till tlie dinner was ready, when thai 
also, with more bread and cheese, was dis- 
patched ere their voracioua appetites were ap- 
peased : indeed they could have eaten more, bat 
they had already transgressed the bonnds of pru- 
dence, which dictates great moderation in tbe 
use of food after long abstinence : one or tno of 
the poor Spaniards neglected these rules, and actu- 
ally died in consequence. 

It was with feelings of no ordinary pleasare 
and gratitude to God that Davenant found him- 
aelf once more treading the auil of his native 
country in health and safety, afler having beea 
exposed to bo many perils and hardships: 
but it really was not till the second day of 
his arrival that he thus congratulated himself, 
for the first was wholly spent in satistyiog 
the culls of a hunger, which, like a mi^tly 
and ruling passion, entirely engrossed hiia, 
occupying all his thoughts, aud absorbing every 
better thought and feeling; but on his avfakeuing 
the following morning, and finding that he was io 
a comfortable bed ashore, instead of rocking 
about in a hanunuck on a tumbling sea — that he 
was in England, instead of in one of the ialandi 
of the torrid zone — he lay and indulged till break- 
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faat time in all those luxuries of feeling ivliich a 
comparisoD of liia present with his recent situation 
laturally occasioned ; and now indeed be could aay, 
with the poet, 

" O Sun ! I've seen thpe ahine on plain 

Where ev'ty tree with gum distils. 

And where the milky cocoa fills ; 
And I hare Been Ihee on the etiuh. 

Whose bed is coral, and (lie gold 

Upon the uod profuse is rolL'd. 
But never, never have 1 knairn. 

Such joy from thee, as when 1 knelt 

UpoD my native land, nnd fell 
Thy beams around me thrown." 

The next coneern was lo find his way to Lon- 
don; the ship indeed would Ite sailing in a day or 
two for the Thames, but he preferred the more 
speedy transit which he could procure by land ; 
but as there were no rail-ways or steam-coachea 
in those days, and the stage being no ten mile an 
bour machine, but a periodical lumbering old 
diligence sort of conveyance, only two degrees 
superior to the waggon, he preferred travelling 
OP horseback; and oc the credit of his friend 
Hawser, who was very intimate with mine host 
of the Ship Tavern, he obtained upon hire a 
very good roadster, which, on his arrival iu 
London, he was to leave at an inn tn Holborn, 
kept by a brother of the said pubhcan. 

As Oavenant would be in London before 
Uawser, he undertook, to inform Mr. Wildertoa 
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of the death of hi* son, aiid of the probable time 
of the arrival of the ship in the river, nith the 
body on board. He tlien took leave of the worthy 
tar, appointing to meet him again ia London. 

The roads at this time of day were not quite so 
safe as they are now ; the prufeaaion of a high- 
wayman was then in high rrpute, and well fol- 
lowed, and Dolhing but being in compauy or well 
armed Becureda man from a liability to be attacked. 
Daveuant, who took, nothouglit about highwaymeo, 
was jogging along the road as unconcerned as 
Gil Bias on his way to Penaflor ; when having 
arrived at the extremity of a common, nol 
many miles from London, he was roused Iroin 
a reverie by the clatter of horses' feet behind 
him, and presently two fierce-looking fellows 
rode up, and with cocked pistols presented al 
him, demanded his money or hia life ! " Thai 
you shall have, but uot from a brother chip," said 
our hero, with great presence of miod. " Why, 
comrades," continued he, " I am upon the same 
errand as yourselves ; actually on the look out fora 
rich old farmer, whom I fell in with at a public- 
house at yonder town, and who will he this way 
very shortly ; he rides a horse just the eolour of 
mine, only not so swift, so you will easily nab 
him ; and its my belief that his pockets are well 
line.d> for he was rather groggy wheu I saw him, 
and boasted of what large sums he had been 
receiving for his cattle at the market. Now, if 
you choose, ne will divide the spoil ; yoa watch 
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; aide of the Toad, and I will ascend that hill 
a. little further, and whistle when I see the old 
rogne coining !" 

The highwaymen believed every word of tliiH 
speech, thanked out hero for his information and 
generosity, and retired to a conBidera.ble distance 
to take up their station, allowing him to pro- 
ceed to the hill, wheo he gave a whistle, and 
whilst the highwaymen were perplexing them- 
selveH about whether the informer was cheating 
them or not, our hero was clapping spurs to his 
Rteed, and making the best of his way to the 
next town ; he was still continuing to gallop 
along at a spanking rate, when he arrived at the 
top of another hill, and perceived at no great 
distance before him a commercial traveller, who 
was riding also, and had lai^e saddle-bags be- 
hind him. This man no aoonerbeheld Davenant ca- 
reering after him, than he look him for a high- 
wayman endeavouring to overtake him ; accord- 
ingly he set spurs to his horse, and rattled clown the 
hill at a great rate, but our hero gained upon 
him, and it happened that on arriving in the town, 
Ihey gallopped into the same Inn-yard. Dave- 
nant vras a tittle behind the traveller, who had 
alighted, and was telling the landlord of hi.s 
supposed escape; but upon seeing our hero ride 
in, be rushed into the house with his bags, in 
a great panic, crying out, " That's him ! secure 
bim ! that's the liighwayman !" 

Our hero laughed heartily at the joke, and 
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soon BHcreeded in convincing the innkeeper that 
he nas no highivaynian ; but the traveller re- 
garded him with a BUBpicious eye the whole even- 
ing, and actually look his departure at a verv 
early hour next morning, having left pajrticular 
directions with the host and servants not to drop 
any hints to our hero of the direction he had 
taken. 

Davenaut, on his arrival in London, left hii 
horse at the place appointed, and then, out of 
consideration to a parent's feelings, liastened to 
find out Mr. Wilderton, before he caUed upon 
any of his own friends. It was in one of thost 
dark money-making lanes in the city that Lc 
found the office of Wilderton and Co. ; he entered 
it, and said that he wished to see the principal of 
the firm. One of the clerks informed him that Mr. 
Wilderton was engaged just then, and begged 
of him to take a seat j our hero did so, and 
whilst waiting, he overheard part of a conversa- 
tion which was taking place in Mr. Wilderton's 
own private ofBce. 

" I beg then, sir," said some one, in an im- 
ploring tone, " that you will at least give me a 
few pounds to enable me to return home again." 

" No !" said Mr. Wilderton — for it was he — in 
a stem unfeeling manner, "I cannot let you have 
a farthing ; you must find your way back as you 
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y hard, sir," replied the man. "In 
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by my brother, which yow know to be my right, 
and have no authority to detain, I imdertook 
this jouruey to London from the north of England, 
and to pay the expenses ol' it I parted with 
nearly all tile few necessaries I possessed, and 
left my poor family with little but the prospect 
of my BQccess, and now to lie worse than disap- 
poiuted, to be dismissed without any answer, any 
aatisfaction, and turned out to find my way back to 
my family as I can ! If you have the feelings of a 
man, of a father, and if you dread the judgments of 
Himwhois thehusbandof the widow,and the father 
of the fatherless, do not drive me to despair!" 

"Leave my office, sir! I will not be talked 
to in tiiis manner," said Mr. Wildeiton, in that 
brutal and insulting tone with which he was wont 
lo abuse those who were in his power, and had 
uone to help thera- 

The unfortunate roan made no more appeals to 
that heart and conscience which were seared as 
with a hot iron, by the sordid love of gain. " Get 
money, no matter how, but get money," was John 
Wilderton's motto ; this was the object of his aim 
and ambition. Hence every thing was sacrificed at 
lite shrine of gain : religion, learning, philosophy, 
the arts, and all the noble pursuits and employ- 
ments of life, those which purify the mind, en- 
luge the understanding, and reline the taste, were 
all foolishness in the estimation of Mr. Wildertou, 
compared with what he called business, which 
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was eitortion and fraud; he waa, indeed, iinn'or- 
thy the name of a British merchant, which is one 
of [he most dignified characters in the community, 
and identified nith all a Briton's ideas of the 
wealth and prosperity of his comitry- 

Mr. Wilderton had acted upon his money- 
getting principles even in marriage, and of course 
met with the itlendcr proportion of happiness 
which he might expect. He broke the heart 
of his first wife by his uukindness, because he 
was disappointed of his expectations by her: she 
was an amiable woman, and would have made 
him happy, had lie not been a wretch ; she waa 
the mother of his only child ; and hardly was she 
cold in her welcome grave ere he married a 
rich widow, whose temper and estravaganee, 
however, soon made him repent of hia bargain, 
and reflect on the amiable qualities of her who 
was gone for ever. 

But to return, after tlus digression : — The con- 
versation had no sooner ceased between Mr. Wil- 
derton and the unfortunate man, than the latter 
came out, and immediately left the office ; he was 
the very picture of despair, and there was in his 
look that unalterable deteniiitmtion which the 
countenance wears when the soul hath fixed b 
purpose. 

As soon as the poor man had gone, DavN 

s ushered into Mr. Wilderton, to wl 
few words he communicated the account oT'^ 
s death. 
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The stroke was evidently unexpected and 
severe ; it nas given him by 

" tbat might}' brtnd. 
Which notliiog livlug muy vithBUod." 

The villBin actually evinced -gome degree of 
feeling ; a tear started to bis eye : he exclaimed, 
in a scarcely audible tone, "God is just!" and 
then, as if bis heart had relented, and been some> 
what sofitened by the touch of aiQiction, he opened 
his door, and enquired of his clerks if the man 
was gone, and being informed thnt he was, he 
sent one of them to try and overtake him. The 
young man accordicigly ran out, hiil he returned 
unsuccessful, and nothing more was beard of the 
unfortunate miui till the papers aunoiioced, a few 
days after, that a person anstvering his description 
had flung himself off the bridge, and was found 
drowned. Thus was added another name to the 
black catalogue of victims of Wilderion's vil- 
Iftiny ; again did he occasion the widow's sigh and 
the orphan's tear ; but such a man as this, one so 
devoted to gain, rides over every tiling ; nothing 
is a barrier in his road to riches. 

But though to all human appearance his pros- 
perity was now fixed on too (irm a basis to be 
shaken, though his monntain stood sirung, yet 
by the will of Him to wbom vengeance belongs, 
he fell, and came to ruin. He quarrelled with 
one of bis partners, who in consequence 
quitted the firm, and out of revenge publicly ex- 
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posed all ihe nefarious trsosactiona of the house, 
which so injured its name and credit that in a short 
time Ihe whole concern broke up, and Mr. Wilder- 
ton, on a very slender pittance, and despised b; 
every one, retired into merited obacurity. When 
Davenant came to be informed of these particulars, 
he thought of the words of Mr, Noble, 

Our hero, after leaving Mr. Wilderton, called 
upon his dear friend. Lieutenant Weatherboume, 
who was greatly rejoiced at seeiog bim again, 
and invited him to accompany him on a visit to bia 
father, who was a clergyman, and resided at 
Whitehaven. Davenant did not decline the 
invitation, as it was in the way to Scotland, to 
wliich he proposed going shortly, in order to try 
and learn something relative to the Caimegies. 

Out hero observed that all the stir and excite- 
ment, occasioned by the recent rebellion, had 
now entirely subsided: men had returned to 
their occupations ; every thing had resumed its 
place; the spirit of party had nearly expired; 
and that subject which lately formed the most 
engrossing topic of every cooversalion, was now, 
like a nine days' wonder, passed over, and for- 
gotten. And whsre were the great chieftains who 
had created all this alarm ? Some were in exile ; 
others had perished on the scaffold. Several of (he 
devoted and ruined followers of Charles Bdward 
were scattered over tlie Continent, whilst Balme- 
rino, Kilmarnock, and Lovat, with many more of 
leaser note, w^o \i&d taMea by the hands of tha 



w 



THE ESCAPF. 283 

executionef, were now slnntbering in their bloody 
Bhrouds, and would never more disturb Ihe peace 
of the empire by their treasonable deBigns. 

Having visited all bis friends in London, our 
hero and the Lieutenant took iheir passage in a 
coaster for Whitehaven, where they arrived in 
safety. Davenant now became an inmate at the 
Parsonage, and might have spent some length of 
time very agreeably in (he charming society of the 
Weatherbonrnea, had he not been so very aniciouB 
to visit Dumfriesshire. Accordingly, after a short 
flfay at Whitehaven, he engaged his friend to 
accompany him to Dumfries, and hiring a 
postchaise, they set off early one morning, Dave- 
iiarit having previously told the postillion not to 
flufler the grass to grow under the horses' feet ! 

After the exchange of a few words, the travel- 
lers folded their arms, and tbrew themselves back 
in their seats. In a short time the Lieutenant 
was fast asleep; but over Ihe senses of our hero the 
poppied god had not the slightest iiiBiience ; he 
sat apparently gazing at the objects without, but 
the vacancy of his look proved that what he saw 
did not interest Ids mind ; that, indeed, was oc' 
Gupied with thoughts evidently of the most en- 
grossing character, such as had power to rouse 
(he feelings until they spoke in the countenance, 
shewing that joy and fear held alternate svray. 
Sometimes the face of Davenant brightened up 
with the gleams of delightful expectation, and 
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anon a. change would come over it, like that sad 
aspect which nature wears for a while, whea 
cIoikI.4 are flying acrosa the sun, and flinging their 
shadows upon the earth. 

Soun after the arrival of our friends at Dura- 
fries, Davenant lell bis friend al the inn, and pro- 
ceeded alone and on foot to Dnimcleugh, having 
made no in'iuiriea in the town, as he was resolved 
!•• to ascertain the truth on the spot, and because 
be felt almost afraid to do so, as be dreaded an 
unfavourable reply ; he therefore gave himself more 
time for conjecture. Caimegie, he flattered himself, 
might be still in peaceful possession of bis pro- 
perty, still dwelling in the home of his ancestors, 
as he had been so prudent and cautious through- 
out the whole rebellion ; but then again he 
would reflect, that some to whom the Laird'a 
defection was known, might have impeached him ; 
the secret might have come out by design or 
accident, and the consequence (how terrible to 
think of) the exile or death of the father, and the 
probable removal of the daughter to where her 
lover might nevermore hear of her. 

Purauing the road, all buried in these reflec- 
tions, our hero at length arrived at that part of 
it from whence the Hall became visible, and lining 
his eyes to gaze on the venerable masston, he 
was equally grieved and dispirited, by observing 
that it was greatly altered and modernized ; that 
it had lost what fJhakspeare would term iU 



" propriety." " Tliia is eoougti," said Davenant 
to himself, with a sigh; "these are not Calmegie'a 
doings ! he is not here !'' 

However, he walked on to the house, but at 
every step had fresh reuson to feel convinced that 
the rightful owner of Dnimcleugh dwelt there no 
louger ; at length he arrived at the door, but it 
was not opened to him as formerly, by faithful 
Andrew Patterson, the grey-haired trusty servant 
of Caimegie, but by a pert powdered menial, who, 
in a flippant manner, informed our hero that Mr. 
Caimegie, as he sfyled lum, was gone to the dogs, 
and that the present owner of this estate was 
Joshua Geddes, Esq. who, as our hero afterwards 
leaml, had betrayed Cairnegie, and done a good 
deal more such dirty work, for which he was re- 
warded with this confiscated estate, through the 
interest of Lord President Forbes. 

Our hero caat a mournful glance at the interior 
of the hall, aa he turned to depart, for on the 
walls of that too he beheld " ichabod" legibly 
written. Tlie matter • of - fact practical man, 
-who now possessed Drumcleugh, was pitifully 
destitnte of all taste, aud had not been in this 
noble bouse (wherein he was an intruder) ten 
minutes, ere he ordered his servants to remove 
that rubbish, as he was pleased to tertn the 
venerable relics, which we have formerly partly 
enumerated, 

Davenant could .obtain no further information 
here, and therefore left the Hall in a very gloomy 
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mood, more than ever peraua.ded that it wu 
Cairnegie and his daughter he had seen pencil 
in Jamaica. As he walked along, he obaerred 
at a liltle distance from the road some young 
women washing clothes in a bum ; he advanced 
to tbem, and enquired if there was any of tfae 
family of Andrew Patterson, the Laird o( 
Drumcleugh's body servant, living in the neigh- 
boiirbnod. On hearing this, one of them, a 
bonnie lass, with light blue een and gowden hair, 
the characteriblics of Scottish beauty, suspended 
her labours, and looking up at our hero, naid, widi 
a smile, " I snld ken something about the } 
tersons, for I am Andra's niece; he ia my n 
brither." 

■'And what is become of your uncle?' 
quired Davenant eagerly. 

" A' I ken aboot him," answered the girl, "is that 
he's awa wi' the Laird, and I hae aften heard 
him say, it wad be deeth to him to leave his 
master, for he Iocs him like a brither ; but, sir, 
faither can tell ye mair aboot him than I can, 
gin we wad tak the trouble lo gang to oor house." 

Davenant replied, that he should be glad to 
see hei father, as he was particularly anxious to 
gain every infcirmation respecting the Laird. 

" Jock," said sweet Jessy, to a liltle curly- 
headed, baie-legged laddie, her brother, who, 
with half a dozen more urchins, such as himself, 
was fishing for minnows a little higher up the 
stream, " gang and shew this gentleman the 
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way to faither's," The boy, on hearing thisj 
splashed out of the mater, Id't his compa- 
uionB, and cheerfully ofiered to perform the oGBce 
of guide. 

After a short natk, Davenant and his httle con- 
ductor arrived i[i sight of a small village ale-house. 
" That's faither's," said the lad, and then away 
he raj) back to join his companions in the sport of 
catching minnows with crooked pins ! 

Our hero observedthat this tavem had for its aigD 
a likeness of King George, done doubtless by an 
amateur artist ; for without the aid of the star on 
the breast and the name, it had been impossible 
to divine what personage it was intended to repre- 
sent : this difficulty was certainly increased by 
the circum stance of the sign haying apparently 
been used as a tai^et, for it was full of holes, 
similar to those made by bullets. On a. board 
above the door appeared the name of Andrew 
Oiltemhackit, and in large characters were visible, 
'* Gude yil, the real peet-reek, and a' kind o' re- 
Iraishment for beast and body !" 

The loyally e\inced by ihe sign, and the good 
cheer thus offered, had been sufficient induce- 
ment to our hero to patfonize mine host of the 
George, even if he had not been moved to do so 
by other and more powerful motives. 

AccoT^gly lie went in, and the presence of 
a gentleman occasloued no little stir in the house- 
hold : the host, a little ferrety red-headed man, 
sprung up ftom the " lum," or chimney corner. 
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where he wae silling, dritikiiig and gosBipping 
nitli Boine of Itis cnstoraers, whom he now left 
with little ceremony to attend upon a more iUdg- 
triouH guest. " Can 1 have a little private cod- 
vereation with you, Mr. Gilterwhackil," said o 

" Ou, aye, sir, but talking ye keo makes G 
dry ; ye'll may be liae a laale o' our whisk 
eaid mine host., having an eye to business 

" Certainly, and It-t me have something ti 
also, for it is some time since I have takenf 
thing, and walking about in your Scottish a 
mightily sharpened uiy appetite.' 

Upon hearing tliis Mrs. Gillerwhackit put 
herself into a great bustle; gave two or three 
little urchins of her own sundry cuffs, to seiii) 
them out of her way, and sent Jeannie. 
another of her daughters, up Htairs to the auld 
press, to fetch down a clean naipkeen to spread 
afore the gentleman. 

In a short time our hero was seated at a table 
with Gilterwiiackit : bannocks and cheese, with 
whiskey and ale, were before them, and mine 
host, with the privilege of a Scottish landlord, 
helped himself as freely to the liquor as if it vas 
necessary that he shoidd set his customer a good 
example. Davenant heeded not these liberties; 
but intent upon the object he had in view he em- 
braced the lirst opportunity of prosecuting hii 
inquiries atthe publican. He found Gilterwha 
exceedingly uaullouB, and unwilling to say a 
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until oiir hero had Baid sufficient to let the 
landlord know how intimate he had been with 
the Laird and his family. Gilterwhackit then 
he^ed of our hero to excuse him for his caution, 
for that even yet search was niakjug for suspected 
persoDS ; but with regard to ihe Laird's move- 
men ts he was unarquainted. Cairn egie had 
never retnmed to the Hall since the battle 
of Ciilloden, but he (Gilter whan kill had seen 
Andrew some time after, who told him that his 
Master hail some intention of going abroad, and 
that he should accompany him. This intelli- 
gence, which was all that Davenant could obtain 
in this quarter, did not of course tend to dimi- 
nish his apprehensions, but rather went to con- 
firm those fears which he entertained of his friends 
having gone to ihe West Indies. 

Gilterwhackit, who was a staunch whig;, now 
began to lament the defection of Cairnegie, and to 
describe the astonishment which it bad created in 
the covintry ; but he added, that bis was not a 
Holitary instance, and that some were even now 
living quielly at home, over whose conduct, how- 
ever, the government was keeping a watchful eye, 

" Ah ! sir," said Gillerwhackit, as he took out 
his snuff-mull, replenished hiti own nose, and 
offered our hero a pinch, " "IWs an unco bad 
beesiaess a thegither. Scotland winna recover 
o't a gay while to come, T opine. I wish, and 
may God forgive me gin my wish be sinfu', that yon 
daft chicl, Charlie Sluart, and a' his freends, bad 
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been drooned i* the sea, and ne'er set fit oa 
ScoItiflL gnind," 
" You surprise me, Mr. Gilterwbackit," said 
our bero ; " I'or I thougbl all you .Scofcb folk* 
liad, after alt, a hankering after, and a lurking 
partiality for, the desceutlant of yaur ancient 
" Deil a hair o't, air. iii Ihir parts,'' returned 
GUtembackit ; " are we no the descendants of the 
Coienautera, and are na the Stuarts papisfa? can 
we forget the auHenngs o' our forbears, and 
expose our releegion and our children to anither 
bluidy peraecutioD ? The memory of the deeds o' 
Grabame o' Ckverhoiise are no yet lost amang 
us ; the moss and the heather hae na yet been 
peTmitted to hide the grave-slanes o' the martyrs 1" 
" But I have heard," said Davenant, " that the 
Prince was very easy on the score of religion, and 
milling to give tolerance to every opinion," 
" Dinua believe a word o' it,'" said Gilter- 
wLackit, shaking bis head, nhilst his features 
wore that iocredulous smile which a man puts on 
who is thoroughly satisfied in bis own mind of the 
falsehood of an assertion, " Dinna trust them 
papishers, Hir^ nae further than ye can heave 
them," continued he ; " they may gang on saftiv 
eneugb for a while, but by and bye, when oppor- 
tunity serves, depend upon it they will show the 
cloven feut !'' 

" The Prince used you Dumfries folks t 
jughly, did he not?" inquired Davenant, 



w 



He did, sir; Charlie mulct the toon in seve- 
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hieland gillies to behave themselves vary uu- 
oeeviJy. A party of them came here, and after 
they had amooaed themsels wi' defacing my loyal 
sign, whilk, as ye might see, they mad a complete 
riddle o', the scoondrels entered the hoose, and 
demanded the best we had : " gie her nainsel a 
pread, a putter, and & sheese," spluttered out 
these coO'-Iifters, and gin we had na complied 
Ihey wad hae cut a' oor throats, or hanged me 
before my ain door! 

" Ane o' them, an ill-faured cut-wizen, as ere 
1 clapt een on, being in want o' a new pair of 
bragnes, positively feuk the verry shoon off my 
feet ; but I did nae mind losing the leathers sae 
mickle as a bonny pair o' silver buckles that were 
in 'em, and wbilk bad belonged to my grand- 
faiiher." 

At this relation of her husband's loss, Mrs. 
Gilterwhackit, who had a particular respect for the 
■aid buckles, (they being endearedto her by the cir- 
cumstance of herhusband having sported them on bis 
wedding-day,) looked very sorrowful, and heaved 
a deep sigh, whereupon Gilterwhackit, in order 
to console her, said, " Dinna grieve, Kate, it 
«anna be helpit noo. There was mair tint at the 
Sherrj'muir', as my faither used to say." 

It was now late in the evening, and Dave- 
nant, who had been amused by the conversation 
of Gilterwhackit, began to think of returning lo 



Dumfries, nbeo the entry of a captain and a 
sei^eant of the uiililia induced him. to posl- 
poDe his retreat a little, iu order to learn the 
object of this visit, but he soon found tliat it was 
only for the purpose of carousing. The com- 
1 stout middle-sized oiau, vtith a 
goud-humoured exptes«ion 

ing and language there ' 
little of tile martial swaggerer, Tlit 
missioned was a tall raw-boned Scot, who seemed 
8 of ihe greatest familiarity with his 
ir cups he coutradicfed and 
Bed the opinions of the latter without hesi- 
tation or apology. 

They had both been abusing (he Pretender, 
when the Captain, with the conciliating air of a 
who feels that be has gone too far in the 
n enemy, and ia now willing In 
or his injuBlice, by allowbg 
him Home slight portion of merit, aaid, " Wee), 
but after a', Sandy, Charlie Stuart was nae cooard, 
he shawed the mettle o' his forbears in the day 
of battle, and aye behaved himself like a skjlfu' 
mander and a brave man." 

'a that yere saying," said the 
Serjeant, filling up his glass ; " here's a toast for 
ye a', and he that dlsna drink, till it, is a rngiie 
and a rebel — ' Long live his Prolesiant Majesty, 
King George the Second, but death to the Popish 
Pretender and his freends !' " 

The Captain and &erjeanl drained their glasses. 



looking round at the aame time (o see tliat every 
line else did likewise; for it seemed that they 
were in the hnbit of using thia taast as a kind of 
touchstone of the sentiments of the company they 
happened to fall iuto. 

Davenant, although loyal to his heart's core, 
did not choose to drink to such a coarse, unge- 
nerous toast, whereupon the hero who proposed 
it was about to insult him, but the attention of 
the military, and of every one else, was now 
drawn off by the sound of horses' feet without, 
and presently the landlord, who had rushed out, 
returned, ushering in a buxom dame, the wife of 
a rich Clydesdale farmer; she was nearly en- 
veloped in a plaid cloak, which, however, had 
not completely screened her from the effects of 
the rain, for the night had become wet and 
boisterous. 

The lady was accompanied by her maid Meg, 
Tvho was as wet as her mistress ; liut Mrs. Gilter- 
whackit and her daughters now offered their 
services to the storm-drenched wanderers, and 
rendered them all Ihoae charities and attentions 
necessary on such occasions. 

As soon as Mrs. M'GilvTy (which was the 
lady's name) was divested of her wel attire, a 
seat was placed for her near the fire, a glass of 
" liet toddy" was put into her hands, and then 



' =194 THE ESCAPE. 

Ilie Captain, nho had been recnnnoileTiiig tbe 
strangers since their arrival, being at length able 
to discover the fair face of Mrs. M-Gilvry, (which 
had been invisible or dimly seen, by reason of 
divers kerchiefs and wrappers,) recognized an old 
acquaintance, and addressing her, said, 

" Ah, Mrs, M'Gilvry, my guid freend, is this 
you? Troth, but I'm glad to see ye, thou^ 
under circumstances not the maist favourable." 

" Oh, my condition is no vary lamentable now," 
replied tbe lady ; " but gin ive had na land our 
way to Gilterfviiackit's, Meg and I wad maisC 
likely hae been lost on the muira, or carried awa' 
by the waters." 

" And how did yo leave a' at liaiae ?" inquired 
the Captain. 

" Brawly, sir ; but we ate not directly 
hame," added the lady. 

" Oh, and whar may ye be frae tbe boo' 
said the Captain, in rather a careless tone, when, 
at tbe same time, he was anxious enough to know, 
for lie always questioned all travellers he met 
with, in tlie hopes of learning something respect- 
ing suspected persons. 

" Ye 're varry particular in speering aboot my 
movements. Captain," said the lady, with a smile. 
" Pray, may I ask if ye tak me for a rebel,, or 
suppose that I hae been amang them?" 

" Oh, ne'er say sic a thing, dear madam," re- 
plied '.he Captain ; " mine was joost an idle q 






tion ; I ken 1 
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freenda o' King Geordie's." But as if forgetting 
liimBeir, or determined to persevere, he added, 
" So ye're not direct frae hame ?" 

" No," said the lady, thrown off her guard ; " I 
hae been to Ardoune to see my kinswoman, Mra. 
Garbraith." 

" Oh, ah ! the leddy o' Rolin Gatbrailh, Laird 
o'Ardoune," said the commander. 

" The same," replied the lady. 

" Ah ! I ken him wcel," rephed the Captain. 

" And BO noo ye're curiosity's gratified. Cap- 
tain ; and ye see I hae na been amang the rebels." 

" Hum, ha ! oh, maist certainly not," drawled 
out the Commander, and then bending down his 
head lie appeared absorbed in thought ; for not- 
witbetanding Mn. M'Gilvry's declaration that she 
had not been amongst rebels, the CHptain thought 
otherwise, for he associated the najae of Oatbraith 
with some transactions which had rendered it 
necessary for government to keep a secret bnt 
vigilant watch over that Latrd's conduct. 

" Ardoune lives in raither a retired way noo ?' 
remarked the Captain, 

" Aye," said Mrs. M'Gilvry, " times are 
altered wi' him ; but I mind when he kept open 
hoose, like the richest Laird in the land." 

" But still he keeps a little company," said the 
soldier, in an interrogating tone. 

" Vairy leetle," said the lady ; " for when 1 
was there tbey had nae ither guest but mysel." 

" Oh, mistress, ye forget,'' said Maggie, " that 



Aere was a vary particular friend 

at (he Castle ; I tliink tliey ca'd him the 
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" Wbisht, nhisbt ! and Laud ye'rp senseleu 
clatter, ye daft laas !'' interrupted Mrs. M'Giivry 
" why ye wad tak a cobler for a king ; that nas 
only the Laird's steward." 

" Yon mas nae cobfer ava, "' said Mi 
but a braw gentleman, that had the leuk 
noble !' 

" Hout, lassie !" said Mrs. M'Gil" 
quite out uf patience ; " baud ye're tongue, 
mind and dry my mittens !" 

The Captain had now heard enough ; he vtinked 
to his Serjeant, and then turning the conTeraation, 
appeared to have taken no notice whatever of 
Maggie's communication. However, in a short 
time after, he made some excuse to depart, and 
accordingly, taking his leave of Mrs. M'Giivry, 
was about quitting the bouse, when tliere en- 
tered it a man dressed in the clerical habit, a 
Hullen morose -looking personage, who called to the 
Captain, and said, 

" M'Cormick, I want (o speak to you." The 
latter sprung forward, and the stranger taking 
him into a comer of the room, they be^n to_ 
converse in a very mysterious manner. 

The Captain, in reply, said, loud enongh tqi 
heard, "Aye, I thought sae ; 
peecions, and will look to this business belbrft 
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Upon this the Htranger departed, and the 
CaptBui and Serjeant followed him, 

Davenant, wlio had all ulong been a very close 
and interested observer of the conversalion pass- 
ing, now inquired of mine host who the stranger 

" Oh, d'ye no ken him ?" said Gilterwhackit r 
" lliHf B Mr. Dryadale, minister o' Lbsmabago, a 
village a laiig way afT; bat he has freends in 
thir parts, and aften comes to Dumfries ; he and 
the Captain are great cronies, and he piita mony 
a job o' rebel-catching iutill M'Cormick's hands, 
and I'll bet my exestence that this is ane too, for 
he wadna come oot on sic a night as this, unless 
he had some o' the deil's business on his hand." 

" Has he been long in orders ?" inquired Dave- 
nant. 

"No great while,'' replied mine host; "and 
atween you and 1," continued he, " Drysdale 
didna get his leeving in the maist honourable 
manner, but he's a staunch nhig, and supporter 
o' ihe Hanoverian cause, and that covers a mul- 
titude of sins." 

" And for what service did he acquire the pre- 
ferment you speak of?" said our hero. 

" Why, ye maun ken," said Gilterwhackit, 
" that when Charles Stuart was marching into 
England, a young Hieland laird, ca'd Kinloch- 
moidart, cam post frae the Hielands wi' despatches, 
and it was his intent to hae joined the Pretender, 
but as he passed through Lesntaliago, wbilk'a in 
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tbe shire o' Lanark, ihia same Drysdale, then n 
student o' diveeiiity, knew Kinlocfamoidart, for 
they had been sequent, and then getting ihe- 
gither a' the whigs o' the place for Leamahago, 
has aye been gay loyal ; he led oot his gang, 
all armed vri' auld guns and pitch-forks, and 
taking a short cut, cam upo' the young laird, 
at a bend o' the road, and Bummoned him to 
surrender : Kinlochmoidart did eae ; but he bad 
better hae ta'en his servant's advice, and 
charged the mob, for there's nae doot that they 
Wftd a' hae scampered, like frighted sheep, be- 
fore twa weel-arraed Hielandmen ; but the Lord 
ordered it otherwise. Kinlochmoidart was no 
willing to shed bliiid, and thinking dootlesn that 
the Prince wad be auccessfu' in England, he gave 
himsel up prisoner, whereupon Drysdale and his 
party conveyed him to Edinbro', and syne he 
was removed to the shambles at Carlisle, where 
he suffered, and for this job Drysdale got the 
leeving o' LeBniahago !' 

Here ended Gilterwhackit's story; and as a 
fiirtlier illustration, we may add a tradition which 
is said (o be current among the good people of 
Lesmahago at the present day. It is related ihat 
many years after this sad occnrrence, and when 
Drysdale was an old and infirm man, be was 
sitting one night in his apartment; his danghter, 
an elderly woman, was with him, and it was now 
wearing very late, and all else had long retired 
to rest, when a heavy step was heard on the 



THE ESCiPE. 25* i> 

stairs ; the sonnds approached nearer and nearer ; 
at length the door waa opened, and the appari- 
tion of an armed Highlander appeared ; the figure 
advanced towards Mr. Dryedale, who, on looking 
BteadTastly at the intruder, recogniied the fea- 
tures of his early and betrayed friend, who, re- 
garding him for a moment with a look of unutter- 
able contempt, turned on his Ueel, left the room, 
and the sound of his retreating footsteps had died 
away ere Mr. Drysdale and hia daughter reco- 
Tered from their confusion and surprise. 

After Giltenvhackit had concluded his ac- 
count of this mioister, Davenant inquired the way 
to Ardoune ; and the host having informed 
him, he soon after left the house, and took tbe 
road that led to it, instead of returning to his 
friend at Dumfries ; nor could he very well ac- 
count for his thus interesting himself, except that 
he thought it likely that the mysterious conduct 
of the Captain and Drysdale boded no good to 
Mr. Garbruith, and he therefore resolved to ac- 
quaint him with hia danger. 




CHAPTER XVII. 



The Btorm had passed off, the stars shone ovt, 
and the night was become beautiful, so that onr 
hero found his way with tolerable ease, and at 
length reached Ardoune House, which was one of 
the old-fashioned kind, standing high and lone, lb 
the midst of a spacious area of bare meadow. 
termed the park ; it was stepped at the 



■ta, with loop-holes, a large door, 

imall windows ; yet nitbal, this un- 

se looked out over its sterile domains 

e Inrdlv aspect than the splendid 

its beautiful park and rich 



pepper-box 

adorned hoi 

English E 

Davenant, however, did not take much ncFtice 
of the building, but hastened to the door, and 

sought admittance : when the servant appeared 
he desired to see the Laird, but the man hesitated, 
until our hero declared that he wished to see 
him upon business of the last importance. The 
mau upon this went and apprised his master, who 
corauig out greeted our hero, and took him into 
a private apartment, where lie listened wiA^ 
evident marks of anxiety to our hero's account^ 
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the conversation at Gilterwliackit's, belweeii 
Mrs. M'Gilvry and the Captnin. 

Garbraith was rather perplexed Low lo act : lie 
could hardly doubt the veracity and sipcerily i>l* 
DavenanC, and yet he dreaded treachery; accurd- 
ingly he thanked our hero for his information ; 
but on Davenant asking him if he knew any thing 
relative to the Cairnegiea, tiiia at once raised the 
suspicion of Garbraith ; he replied in the nega- 
tivCj and now began to treat our hero in the light 
of an informer. On seeing this Davenant pre- 
pared to depart, saying, as be crossed t}ie hall, 
that he hoped Mr, Garbraith nonld still attend to 
his communication, for he did not doubt but tliat 
he would have a visit from the military this very 
night, and that speedily too. " And, good hear 
vena ! here they come," exclaimed Davenant, mho, 
on the door opening, saw at a short distance a dark 
body of men coming towards the house. Garbraith 
no sooner beheld the danger also than he shut to 
the door, and grasping Davenanl's hand hastily, 
out of gratitude, hastened with him into a large 
room, where the family was at supper. Oot hero 
followed, and there to his equal surprise and 
regret, under present ci re um stances, did he tind 
Coimegie and Alice. 

" I have only time to shake you both by llie 
hHod," said he, " for I ani grieved to tell ytiu 
the house is beset by the military, and you n 
iQae no time in endeavouring to make 



" "niey have hnnted tLe lion long enough ; he 
in wearied of persecution ; and now, methinks, 
had better turn and face hie pursuers," said 
Caimegie, with a determined and desperate look ; 
and taking down a sword from a star of them 
which adorned the whII, he unsheathed it. 

But Alice observing her parent's conduct, 
exclaimed, " Oh, my dear father, say not so, but 
consult your sRfety ; your life is more precious 
to me than my own. Oh, think of your child !" 
Garbrsitb, who had stood for a second or two 
considering how he should act, now seized k 
lamp, and bade Caimegie, Davenant, and Andrew 
Patterson, follow him. This the former did with 
apparent reluctance, and more from compassion 
to his daughter thaii a wish to save himself. 

When he arrived up stairs, Garbraith led the 
way, and opened the door of an ancient apartment, 
c«dled the Tapestried Chamber ; it was a sort of a 
picture-gallery, and, on account of some fearfid 
traditions, was usually closed : the first idea was, 
that the Laird might conceal himself behind the 
arras, but perceiving that one of the large pic- 
tures had fallen from its frame, Garbraith sug- 
gested that Caimegie should mount into the 
frame, and occupy tile place of Roy Ardoune, 1 
terrible ancestor of the house, who had fought 
Bannockbum, and was distinguished for 
fierce and warlike disposition ; indeed it 
that he had committed murder in this very r 
and the servants of the house dared not appro 



I it, as the 
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it, as the troubled ghosts of both the murderer 
aad bin victim were said to haunt it ! 

To array Cairnegie in a suit of tartan, with 
taiget and broadsword, and to assittt him into the 
deep maBsy pictiiro-frame, was the work of a very 
few minuteH. Garbraith next advised the Laird 
to place himself in a fighting attitude, and then 
declaring that he was a living portrait of his ter- 
rible ancestor, he and Davenant left the apart- 
ment, promising Cairnegie that, in case of a dis- 
covery, they would Ktatid by him to the last. 

The gentlemen now returned to the supper- 
apartment, and were hardly seated at the table 
ere there came a thundering rap at the hall-door. 
The Laird sent the servant to open it, when in 
rushed Captain M'Cormick, with a drawn aword, 
and followed by his fides Achates, the Serjeant, 
likewise well armed. Without inquiry or cere- 
raony these warriors burst into the apartment 
which the family occupied. 

Garbraith, witli great presence of mind, pre- 
served his eqnanimity, and coolly said, 

" Weel, Captain, to what do we owe the plea- 
sure of ye're company at this late hour ; are ye 
come to tak a bit o' supper n'l' us ?" 

" O, no supper for me !" said the commander ; 
" I'm come, Mr Garbrailb, to look over your 
premises, to search your house from top to bot- 
tom, inside and oot, ilka iieuk and comer o't ; 
and my name's not Sandy M'Cormick, if I do 
not find a rebel or two in ii !" 
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" Rebels, eli !" repeated Garbraitb ; " gin ye're 
come to tieek for Ihem, I tell ye ye 're npnn a 
feul's errand, for we're a' loyal subjects hen, 
frae the head o' the boose to tlie tylce on i 
Ijearth-alaue !" 

" That remama to be proved," said the i 
taip ; " and now. Laird," added he, "gifyouliM 
ony rebel concealed in your houHe, lak my ad- 
vice, and deliver him up without further trouble, 
for it is impossible that he can escape, seeing tlie 
bouse ia surroonded, and filled wi' soldiers ; 
end g^n there be the least resistance, the least 
shew iif standing oot against his Majesty's aullio- 
rity, the lives o' ye a' wadna be worth the ^Diiff 
o' a candle ; but come, I maun search the hoosc, 
for I caiiDa be dilly dnlljing here ony longerl" 

So saying, the Captain, accompanied by \\ia 
Serjeant and a £le of men, searched every room 
except the Tapealried chamber, for Garbraitli 
acted as their conductor, and be managed to 
evade opening it. 

After the search vsa over, the Captain, l~lar- 
braith, and the rest, returned to the siippf^r- 
apartment, and llie chearful looks of Garbrailh 
reassured (he minda of all, particularly Alice, 
who had been tremblmg ivith fear and appre- 
hension : as to our hero, he remained at the aup- 
per-table, nor was he recognized by the Captain 
and Serjeant, as they had but shghtly regard e4 
him at Gillerwhac kit's, where tbey w 
occupied with their liquor aijd conversadou. i 
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On returning to the Bupper-room, the Captain, 
not altogether aatialied, took a seat, and was about 
to take a glass of whiskey, i;vliich Garbraitli had 
poured out ; it nas even at hia lips, when the whole 
part; wxa alarmed by a noise up stairs, similar to 
that of the fall of some heavy body: even Gar- 
braith was aghast, for he knew that it took place 
in the Tapestried Chamber, and might lead to a 
discovery. The Captain, on hearing it, set down 
his glass untasted, and starting up, exclaimed, 
" Gnrbreith, where does that noise proceed frac ? 
its my opinion that it is made by the person I 
seek, coming oot o' his concealment, but I'll 
see in a moment," and with that he sumnioned 
his men again to accompany him up stairs. Gar- 
braith did all he could to nsam-e him that it was 
only a bit of furniture that had fallen down, or 
the wind slamming a window. 

" Weei then, I'll go over every room again, 
and satisfy myself," said the Captain. 

Accordingly the party again commenced the 
search, but unfortunately Garbraith was not able 
to evade opening the door of the Tapestried Cham- 
ber this time, for when he was endeavouring to 
pass it, the Captain said, 

" Hulloh there. Laird, what door is yon ? per- 
haps the accident may hae happened in the room 
that it opens into" — ~ 

" Aye, BO it may," replied Garbraith ; " troth, 
but I tb»^ot this chamber,, for 'lis auld-fashioned 
and deserted; and I aye keep it locked up." 
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It was with a blanched cheek and a Irtrmbfing 
step that Garbraidi advanced to the door, and his 
hand trembled bo nben he applied the key lo ifae 
lock that he could hardly open it. But if liid 
tremor was so great, what must have been the 
feelings of the fugitive, when be heard the steps 
approaching, the key turn in the lock, beheld 
the door fly open, and Ardoone, accompanied by 
an armed man, enter the apaitment ! 

The stillness, staleliness, and solemnity of this 
spacious chamber, imposed a kind of superstitions 
dread on the mind of the Captain, so that he 
almost felt as if he had intruded on the precincbi 
of the dead in thus disturbing its repose. Each 
of the portraits of the ancestors of the house 
seemed to look, down upon him with a grim and 
threatening aspect ; and to add to the efTect, the 
arras was slightly waved by the wind, which found 
its way through the impaired windo 

" There's something atvfu' in the leuk o' Ihii 
place, Garbraith," said the Captain. 

" Aye, its no canny, in my opinion, and I 
keep it closed up," said Garbraith, willing 
work upon the superstitious fears of the 
tain ; " there is a tradeetion in the family 
murder has been committed here !" 

" Oh, Lord deleever us !" said the Captaii 
the Serjeant echoed the exclamation : and the ae 
valiant heroes having hastily glanced behind the 
arras, were about leaving the apartment, aad Ii«i) 
even advanced near the door, when tlie Caplain 
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lifting up hia eyea took, a glance round at the por- 
traits, till hia eye fell upon the living picture at 
tbe other end of the room, now almost shromled 

" That's a noble painting yoa, Garbraith !" 
said be ; " what a stretch o' canvas ! what a niasay 
frame ! faith, but I maun jooat tak a leuk at it." 

" Hout' mon !'' aaid Ardouue, " dinna be 
spending time in inspecting an auld painting ; its 
wearing late, and ye can see it at anither and a 
better time." 

" Troth, but I suld like to see it noo, joost ae 
glance, ye ken ;" and upon this the Captain walked 
towards the picture, reluctantly followed by Gar- 
braith, who, however, contrived to keep his lamp 
as far away as possible. 

" That's a noble specimen o' the limming arf," 
said the Captain, " Yea," replied Garbrailli. 
" ita true to nature ; it was a divine and masterly 
hand that sketched and filled up that outline !" 

" But I wish ye wad liaud the light a wee 
closer," said the Captain ; " ye seem as if ye 
were afraid to leuk your ancestor in the face !" 
and with that he nudged the Laird's arm, and as 
a little more light fell on tbe figure, he esclaimed, 

" By my good sword, its either a' glaiimer and 
witchcraft, or that's a leeving man, for I see his 
vary een sparkle, and 1 can coont (be hairs o' 
his legs, and tbe threads u' bis tartan !" 

•' Pshaw! come away, Captain !"said Garbraith, 
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^^^^P parted tban OarbrailL went to Tetf^b the Laird, 
^^^H aiid returned witli him presently ; but uow it was 
^^^H Tor the first time remarked that Ahce wa 
^^^^1 Riisaing, but on returning and secirching the Ta- 
^^^^H pestried Chamber she wan found lying aeuseleiis 
^^^1 near the arraa, for the fact naa, on hearing the 
^^^H dreadful noises up stairs, she felt convinced 
^^^H thai her father Tvas discovered, and giving a loud 
^^^H shriek she had rushed up stairs, bnt her strength 
^^^B and senses failed her almost as soon as she had 
^^^H got into tiie apartmenl, and she sunk down where 
^^^1 she nas found. 

^^^H By the help of restoratives she wag sooa 

^^^H brought about, and she then went into strong 
^^^^1 hysterics from joy, on seeing that her father was 
^^^H safe : whereupon the Laird was obliged to consign 
^^^1 her to the care of Mrs. Garbraith and her daugb- 
^^^H ters, who put her to bed, 

^^^f In the meantime the Laird greeted Davenant 

heartily, and informed him that, being unwilling 
to quit Scotland for the Continent, he had been 
hunted about from place to place ; but it was 
now his intention to take up bis abode in Edin* 
burgh, where a retreat had been provided for 
him, which, he thought, would yield him that 
shelter and repose he so much needed. He 
also informed our hero, that he had long given 
him up for dead ; that he had left Edinburgh 
soon after bis being confined in the cattle, 
learning soon after that an officer bad been t 
cuted, be bad MA^ conaXviAei Ihat it was i 
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bero. On Davenaiit informing him of tlie parti' 
culara of the packet coming to hia hand in auch 
a myaterious way, and the consequences of it, 
the Laird raiaed Ills hands iu astonish meni, and ex- 
claimed, "Godisjuat!" I now recollect that Do- 
nald dropped some hints about hia having papera 
by him which he had found in a skirmiBh in the 
Highlands, and which be thought might be useful 
to you, of whom, be said, be bad heard honourable 
mention there. I advised him to let me see them, 
but ere he could fetch them I was compelled to 
ijuit Edinbro' precipitately, and I never saw him 
more ; the probabihiy ia, that he would not have 
left the Highlanda but on account of this packet, 
which he was seeking some convenient opportu- 
nity to deliver to you. 

The family now retired, and the next morning 
they all met at the breakfast-table, including 
Alice, who waa now quite reatored, and our hero 
flattered himself that be saw in the reception 
which she gave htm, that she had not quite dis- 
carded all thoughts and recollection of him. 

The plana for a removal to Edinburgh were 
now matured, and Davenant being invited by the 
Laird to join them there shortly, he consented, 
and returning to Dumfries, infonned the good 
Lieutenant of what had tranapired, and the latter 
readily consented, at Davenant 'a request, to extend 
his cruise as far north as Auld Reekie. 

When arrived there, about two weeks after the 
late meeting, our hero, with some difficulty. 
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found oat Cairnegie's retired Euid Liimble abode : 
it was a house near tile Grasa-marlcel, ihe 
st'ene nf one of the moat remarkable ooDspiraciei 
recrirded in history, wherein a Scottisti mob MU 
the government at defianc;e, and boldly execnte^l 
CMie of the officers of justice, upon whom the lalM 
had no) been permitted to take its course. ' W 

Ah it did not much matter to Darenant tmW 
dicr he pitched hia tent in England or Scotlaiii^ 
be resolved to take up his residence for awhile 
iu Edinburgh, where his good friend the Lieu- 
tenant soon left him to go to sea again. 

The Laird now continued to hve unmolested, and 
in the society of some old friends of the same party 
whom he met with in Eldinburgh, he apent hia 
time. They, at their convivial meetings, would 
canvass over the late scheme ; shew how it had 
foiled ; each would sketch out a plan objected to 
by the rest, but deemed infallible by its pro- 
jector, and often in their cups they would shout, 
" Chaihe yet !" not despairing of yet seeing their 
favourite seated on the throne of his ancestors. 

Davenant's motive for preferring to reside in' 
Scotland vms not altogetlier a disinterested one, 
for he now had the opportunity of seeing more of 
MisB Cau-negie, and the longer and more inti- 
mate the acquaintance, the deeper the conviction 
that here was the woi 
happy. 

The Laird being no ways loth to receive ■ 
hero into his family, the marriage was solem! 



a calculated to make him 



at Ihe Chmch of the Grey Friars, and Davenant 
aod his wife continued to reside in Edinbnrgb. 
Amongst their friends they numbered Mr, 
Hepburn, the hero who had put Bradford and his 
myrmidona to flight in the Highlands : this young 
man, haying managed to escape detection, had 
returned to bis studies at Edinburgh, and was 
now established in his profession, but he was a 
widower, for his beautiful wife had died within 
the first year of their marriage. 

Davenant and his wife continued to live in 
Edinburgh, and through the interest of aorae of 
Cairnegie'd friends he got a situation which 
enabled lum to support an increasing family. 
One day he returned home with a countenance 
ioraewhat brightened, and told Alice that busi- 
ness required his presence in England for u short 
time. Accordingly he took his departure, and 
was away for a few weeks ; on his return he 
propofied that bia wife and family should accom- 
pany him on a visit to an old friend of his father's, 
in England. Alice consented, and they soon 
after set out ; they were now on ihe other side 
of the borders, and travelling along a road in 
Cheshire, when a large and venerable mansion 
became visible, and Alice gazing at it, ex- 
ulaimed, " That old edifice reminds me, Leonard, 
of (he description you have often given me of the 
Demdale House, Ihe seat of your anecators." 
'' It is the same, my dear," said Davenant, "and 
since we are so near if, I irill shew it to you and 
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the children, if indeed I may be permitted lo do 
BO by itB preseDt owner." 

Our hero then ordered the poBtillion to le^tve 
the high road, and lake that which led to Dern- 
daie, and in a short time the chaise entered tile 
gates, and rattled up a fine avenue of elms and 
lime trees, which led through the park to the 
honae. 

When the vehicle arrived at die door, Alice 
was Hurprised to observe thai a nsmber of ser- 
vants were in attendance, who received her hus- 
band and herself mitb as much deference as if 
tiiey had been the proprietors, instead of the 
mere viaitora of the mansioa ; but this mystery 
was presently cleared up, when, on entering the 
hall, Davenant turned to his wife, and with a 
smile, said, " I congratulate Lady Alice Dave- 
nant on her being mistress of Demdale !" 

This was quite astounding ; our hero then took 
his wife into a room, where they sealed themselves, 
and, with their children around them, he ioforme<l 
her of the way iu which he had fallen iuto the 
possession of his patrimony, when all chance 
of such an event seemed at an end. He 
told her that he had read in an English news- 
paper the announcement of the death of young 
Mr. Hejwood, who was killed while fox-hunting, 
and that upon learning this, he had, as she knew, 
hastened lo England, and made good his claim to 
the title and estate of his family ; but he had kept 
his hopes and intentions secret from her, that she 
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might not be disappointed^ in the event of any 
untoward circumstances happening to mar his 
hopes. 

Sir Leonard Davenant^ now that he had it in 
his power^ lived in a style becoming his rank 
and fortune^ displaying all that warm-hearted 
liberality and hospitality for which the great coun- 
try gentlemen of the last century were conspi- 
cuous. He and Alice did all they could to 
persuade the Laird to live with them altogether^ 
but they could not prevail upon him to expatriate 
himself entirely ; he paid them, long visits^ and 
was delighted to have his grand-children around 
him, but his head-quarters were still in Edin- 
burgh^ and there amongst his old cronies he closed 
his stormy life. 



THE END. 
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